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ARGUMENT. 
TA* reflection* of Orodes, a Senator of Palmyra— 
The orach of Batbec—Odenathus Messing the 
infant Zenobia— Septimia's lamentations— The cha- 
racter of Elkanah, the Hebrew— The oracle of 
Apollo consulted— Youths assmble in the house 
of Elkanah— Syrian travellers— Septimia quits 
Palmyra, and arrives in Armenia. 

Man at his birth is feeble and defence- 
less—he daily improves in strength, in 
stature, in dignity, and in wisdom, until 
arrived at the excellency of each, he gra- 
dually decays, sinking into a state as 
weak as at the birth. 

Such was the remark of Orodes as 
walking alone without the ramparts of 
Palmyra. Again he silently perused an 

VOL. I. « 



4> ZENOBIA, 

and wishes rest upon one babe? why, 
within these few days, is the palace of 
Antiochus crowded with eager cariosity 
and anxious .enquiries? A birth transcend- 
ing human expectation could not create 
a more enthusiastical sensation, and to 
heathen Palmyra this birth is indeed por- 
tentous, for within these six days it was 
spoken by the oracle of Apollo in Balbec, 
* Look to Zenobia, the babe born of An* 
tiochus and Septimia, for her fate and 
that of Palmyra are one/ 

Months glided away, and time only 
served to strengthen the , idolatry of the 
Palmyrenians, so carefully was the infant 
watched, and so ardently attended. 

Doth it sleep? enquired the father, 
entering, and gently he raised the trans- 
parent veil that fell from the shoulders 
of Septimia, forming a soft and fragrant . 
tent, under which reposed the fairest babe 
that the East had ever nourished. Turn- 
ing, be beckoned to a youth who stood 
at the threshold "with Orodes, and desired 
him to advance with caution ; becjid ad- 
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vance with breathless caution, and when 
near, he stooped to gaze, ami long had 
gazed irr silent awe and' rapture, had not 
Septimra drawn the veil, and snatched the 
child from his sight. 

. One more, look, exclaimed he — bnt 
one. — Away to the chase of the lion, re- 
plied Septimia, smiling, nor add thyself to 
the number of the idle ones who latterly 
neglect all duty, pleasure, and employ- 
ment, under the shew of paying homage 
to ray cherub.-— O most cruel, to send me 
to certain death, returned the youth ; for 
with this image' before my eyes, can I be 
on my guard in my encounter of the liop? 
I am but now arrived from Antioch, sent 
by our general Balista to hail Palmyra's 
infant treasure, and here Psolemnly pass 
my word never to rise, until I can tell 
him that I have held it in my arms. 

Comply, Septimia, said Antiochus, for 
the gallant Odenathus was never known 
to break his word to a, female. The 
youth kneeling, received on his arms the 
sleeping babe from those of its mother, 
b3 
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and exclaimed, after a long and anxious 
look on its uncovered features, May the 
god of the sun, which hath said that the 
fate of our nation is entwined with thine, 
shed on both his purest rays ! his blessing 
be on both, that they may alike increase 
in beauty, power, and honour :— raaye&t 
thou, Zenobia, never forsake his worship, 
or he deny thee his glorious and benign 
influence* — Behold that angelic pinile 
passing over the rosy cheek, as if in gra- 
titude. Take her, take lier, Septimiaj 

for should she wake and I meet her look, 
thou mightst bind me to the cradle, wcifl 
the wild beasts of Partly jstalk injp wf 
streets. . . r . . •. j ••' :. « 

, k Antiocbus listened to.the noble youth 
.with the gratified fondness of a father, 
tand Orodes*-— what were the thoughts *X 
this moment of the subtle,, scheming 
Orodes ? Wild and extravagant, would 
they have been deemed if tb?y tKen had 
been uttered, yet ftijurity confirmed tbejn. 
And did Scptimia at heart rejoice ? was 
she flattered by tjys universal, homage ?— 
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Every mother envied Septimia, and Sep* 
timia every mother. Though a Hebrew 
by descent, yet was she and her brother 
Elkanah born at Seleucia on the Tigris* 
Early in life she became the victim of 
avaricious parents, who, to secure an il- 
lustrious and wealthy alliance, sacrificed 
her in marriage to paganism and Anti- 
ochus : a willing sacrifice, it is true, but 
not many months had passed ere she dis- 
covered that her husband, a strict fol- 
lower of every civil custom and religions 
rite, would, on demand, have parted for 
ever with his wife, and given bis chil- 
dren burnt sacrifices to Belua. 

Again alone with her maidens and 
the young, child, Valerius, whose plea- 
sure and employment it had long&een to 
attend upon the illustrious infant, Sep - 
timia laid her precious burden on a couch, 
and resigning it to their Care, retired'into 
an adjoining recess, sacred to holy 'medi- 
tation, and to the first emotions of grirf 
and joy, ever to be concealed from hu- 
man eye, 

B4 #< 



Z£N0BIA, 

How sad is the conviction that the 
blessing I so ardently desired shall prove 
the reverse! I that for so many years 
: with Sarah, Rachel, and Hannah, prayed 
for the honours of an happy matron, now 
to be assured that the completion of my 
wishes will bring to me only sorrow and 
disaster. That fatal oracle ! source of 
my ruin ! what bad I done to be thus 
singled out the wretched victim of ambi- 
tion, and the dupe of fraud and artifice ? 

She paused with secret horror, for the 
Voice of conscience answered, Hast thou 
Dot become the wife of a pagan ? 

While my infant remains Unconscious 
pf their homage, let them continue it, for 
now it cannot be injurious to her; but 
when able to discern the eye of idolatry 
. lifted up to hers, with ears to understand 
the voice of flattery, she will be rendered 
early independent, nay, highly exalted 
above her parents. A new idea suddenly 
darted into the mind of Septimia, pro- 
ducing the most violent emotion of af- 
fright and agony. 
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O no, she exclaimed, as if the demand 
had been already made, never, never shall 
ye deprive rae of her, turned adrift like a 
hireling nurse when the child is weaned ! 
Is that their policy — the property of the 
state, and that state heathen ? Until this 
abhorred oracle had spoken, Antiochus 
would have permitted me to bring her 
tip in my own faith ; bat now, preferring 
his country and false gods to all my feel* 
ings, he may, perhaps must resign her to 
the authority of the republic, And I be- 
come destitute and childless. Raised to 
h pinnacle df power, perverted, nay, nur- 
tured in the abominations of idolatry, I 
lose her in this world and the next. 

She paused, and' wept, and sobbed 
in bitter anguish ; then, her passions 
taking a sudden and contrary turn, ex- 
claimed aloud, and with Ae utmost fer- 
vency of voice and action, Gladly would 
I at this instant resign wealth, name, and 
friends, all that render life desirable, to 
enjoy, if only for a few years in its fullest 
sense, the name of mother. Septimia was 

B5 
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the pension %v^ ^djpitte^, • W<i t|>e floor 

:cl<w*d. ' ;; ■•> •„:;', . ,.-..* <. :::;-. 4 :\ : v 

; The shades 0f_jevenu?g;jd0ep$n aqd 
settle in d^rkr^e6^— ^tbe ^watcb.-wojjfl is 
gone ftbi*>a& the <Jenri.aefe;§«?<F<^tf fl^ftd 
$hp sigftd tor^s.Ugb^jSrtl^ifjhrae^.ace 
gradually fof sakjei^; ; the Jqngth^aed ; and 
ioapoftaRt conaukaAioas of the seaajfce are 
broken up, and eaph senator, wrapped 
in his ;raantle, goes guarded by his firmed- 
dii<a tijp his separate abode ; the galea and 
posterns ate, closed for the night! anjl 
Palmyra sleeps in peace. 



! 

Would that thy sister's child, this in- 
fant Zenobia, had been a male, and born 
of a Jewish father, said Caleb to Elkanah, 
;as they traversed one of the colonnades 
fading tg the public baths; then our na- 
tion wight have benefitted, by this won- 
drous enthusiasm which daily en creases 
throughout the province, of Palmyxeae: 
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iwrt a female, and doubtless td tie reared 
a pagan, what can it concern us ? Should 
it even live, long before k arrive at roar 
turity,tbe Persian foe, though now lulled, 
may rise. and lay these walls in ashes. 

Thus Caleb spoke, bat vain his ex- 
pectation of an answer* 

And again he remarked, Antiochns a 
senator it is true, but superior to no other 
senator— tby sister Septimia noble indeed, 
but delicately framed, and not young, 
*nost unlikely to raise this child to wo- 
manhood. Their oracles, continued he, 
-sarcastically, keep the city in perpetual 
ferment, and who can comprehend or 
discover what is the secret power by 
which they are dictated ? As I remarked 
to thee of late, could we but expose the 
fallacy of these oracles, and thereby prove 
to the people their own ignorance afid 
credulity, many converts might be gained 
to our faith. 

In appearance, Caleb spoke to va- 
cancy, for His discourse did not seem to 
make the slightest impression on his 
b6 
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companion, who continued to walk slowly 
beside, him, bis bands joined behind him, 
and bis bead resting on his breast. Wea- 
ried and offended at length by such deter- 
mined inattention, . Caleb quitting him 
abruptly, turned back to the baths. Thus 
did these Hebrew friends ever part ; yet 
seldom a day passed without their meet- 
ing either purposely or by chance: El- 
kanah profited thereby, and Caleb found 
in none so patient a listener as Elkanab. 
Was the discourse of Caleb really un- 
attended to by bis companion ? was this 
profound apathy sincere? O not a sen- 
tence but glided to his mind, and there 
shaped itself into form. Thus witfy the 
apparently negligent and inattentive El- 
kanab, the opinions of others ever came 
forth as his own : he was seldom known 
to question an inferior ; he refrained 
from consultation, never submitted an 
idea, asked not advice, therefore owed no 
thanks ; all eye, all ear, he servilely 
adopted, nay, executed the intentions of 
others, but ever claimed the merit as due 
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to himself alone. Had Caleb the next 
day been asked the substance of bis dis- 
course with Elkanah when traversing 
the colonnade, in vain he would have en- 
deavoured to recollect it, whereas El- 
kanah could have repeated it to a word. 

One passion alone to which all others 
were subservient, occupied the breast of 
Elkanah ; it was a passion he inherited 
from his father, it appeared in his ear- 
liest childhood, became daily stronger in 
youth, and now absorbed every other. 
The events which had lately occupied 
the Palmyrenians, his own affinity to Ze- 
nobia their living idol, and the frequent 
suggestions Caleb had of late impressed 
upon his mind, now promised the full 
gratification of every wish. 

He had walked far, still meditating, 
when he found himself at the place he 
but waited the departure of Caleb to 
enter — one of the private entrances to the 
temple of the sun. The door was open, 
and no one in view. Secretly justifying 
his going beneath the roofs of the idolater 
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by the piety of bis motive, and its ex- 
pected good consequences, he crossed the 
threshold, and purs tied his way through 
jmany windings, until he readied the spa- 
cious and magnificent interior : with awe 
and admiration at human art, suddenly 
stepping back still far distant, he raised 
,his eyes, and then first beheld the glorious 
statue of the god of day : the feet high 
above the level of Elkanah's bead ; the 
burnished rays surrounding its golden 
locks almost touching the roof; one band 
grasped the strung bow, and the other 
was stretched forth as having dismissed 
the dart of fate. 

Elkanah continued to gaze with stead- 
fast wopder upon its majesty, its beauty, 
colossal size, yet admirable proportion, 
until attracted by a dark object which 
appeared on the bosom of the statue : he 
watched, and /saw it move; it seemed to 
stop> then quickly glided down the limbs to 
the pedestal, from which leaping, Elkanah 
discovered it to be a. man, who advanced 
towards him wriih u menacing authority 
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t^y^ lo#k* . -By whtft magic .doth Elkanah 
tf)#s. suddenly coibmafid; attention, inspine 
je$ptict, &qd esaet obedibnce? He does 
: h**t held: tip bis hand, land instantly the 
man reodwes him, as one expected. With 
profound reverence he conducts him to 
a secret door near the altar of sacrifice. 
Apd tipw, AppUo, what wonders cotildst 
thou not rereal ! Thy brazen bosom 
is now animated, by a heating anxious 
teat*. .•:■.- 

The day is tame, that day so long, so 
pass&Kiately' anticipated by Grades, the 
-crafty siatemaii, so ardently expected by 
4he creduioufe people, so desired by the 
yai&.Antiachu*, .so dreaded by the fond 

• The oracle.fat Balbec tras vague and uti- 
^ati^faetcrry^r it had not declared whether 
the fate of their country and of Zenobia 
would* benpiri or prosperity ; it had there- 
Sove bmm&££rto& by the senate, that Apollo 
jshouliilie tonsulted by the Palmyrenians 
in Palmyra/ kself, even in tlie gorgeous 
temple efitlrafiUL . t£ the answer should be 



l6 ZENOBIA, 

x unfavourable, prayers were at the same 
^moment to be put up to deprecate the wrath 
of Apollo; and if propitious, the infant 
was instantly to be publicly adapted, and 
reared, by the senate in the name of the 
republic, whose property she was hence- 
forward to be regarded. 

Orocfes, say, who was it that dictated 
the oracle of Balbed ? who was it that pre- 
sumptuously usurping divine powy, in a 
few words decided the fate of a nation? 
Die not now in frenzy on finding thyself 
outdone, or matched in craft. Elkanah 
can also bribe priests and. priestesses >; he 
likewise can glide into the bosom of the 
god, and utter prophecies : in the words 
of Caleb, by taking advantage of the ig- 
norance and credulity of the people, El- 
kanah also renders himself master of the 
future. 

Ye subtle devisers ! Orodes, who seeks 
to aggrandize Palmyra, and perhaps here- 
after govern the raler, and Elkanah, 
whose sole intent is to immortalize his 
own name as the restorer of the Jewish 
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nation — work on, ye worldly labourers, 
and worldly wages be yonr reward : one 
cometh— bat distant is that day-— a simple 
one in outward appearance, whose earthly 
possessions will be his scrip, his staff, his 
long loose garment, and his sandals. O 
ambitions policy ! O religions zeal ! what 
at that hour shall be yonr arm* to meet 
the blaze of truth and revelation ? 

The interior doors slowly open, and 
the priestess appears, followed by the 
principal aqgnrs and auruspices ; distant 
music announces the procession, which 
enters, preceded by the priests and their 
attendants. The different altars are kin- 
dled ; boys and maidens crowned with 
garlands encompass the victim, a snow- 
white heifer, and are succeeded by the 
devont and expecting multitude, who 
being arranged in companies, the various 
ceremonies begin. 

The victim bleeds, and the fumes of 
warm blood mingle with rising incense. 
Silence prevails— the question is proposed 
to the priestess : expectation rises high ; 
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emery heart throbs with painful attention, 

^and irot a murmur is heard, until the 

voice of the god comes forth ha thunder— 

' The lowers of Palmyra are crowned : 

the life of Zenobia is glorious, but for- 

• sakiag my altars, she bows to that of the 
God of Abrah am. *■ 

: The solemn pause which followed was 
broken.by lone universal sound of horror 

'and dismay, and as if the shadow of 
death had passed through the dome of 
tiie temple, all present fell prostrate on 
the earth. The next moment three figures 
appeared at one of the great entrances, 
the foremost of whom advancing rapidly 
to the foot of the high pedestal on which 
the brazen image stood, opened his mourn- 
ing robes, and dashed from them the 
dead body of an infant. 

Every head was raised, and Antiochus ! 
was the cry. He looked around — hor- 
rible, ghastly was that look; theta, stretch- 
ing out his arms, Rise not, rise not, rise 
not— sink into the earth, ye Palmyre- 

tirians ; dig your own graves, and plunge 
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i*td there-— &? tb&ffied, buried qnick : look, 
jhera.js ( Zie»obrU ; her fate b /deaths what 
tben^.y^QFfir? 

He .oeafcd, *bA every eye was strained 
convulsively gaging at the object to which 
h# fainted* ;whffi' Hyrcaui4is, the -high- 
priest wfofechadibBt even! now. caused tkie 
words of futurity to be delivered, sternly 
addressing Autiochus, asked him, did he 
not dread the. t;eiigedBC$ of th& deity in 
thus *preBm»iqg*o falsify the predict km ? 
adding, that bince his c^atfgkier. w#s tp 
have for&vfpraf b^;f^ith no ene oouW 
regret b^r sudden J?^ ; : /:./.. <u - 

A hoy among *foe iQio\vd # his name 
LoDgmus, remarked* *lKM*gb with lin- 
gular ' modesty of speech, Cap Zeoobia 
live and yet.be de$uj? can she th^s be 
for ever lost to Palmyra, and yet :f »joy 
therein a gloyio&s egi&te&cf ? Appldo bath 
declared she sba}l live, : aod.yest here she 
lies before us •bjesQay ed of life J . • . ' 

The renptfrk -ww .beard and noticed, bjr 
the whole* i iflpkil^jde-rAntiocbiisf, alooe 
beat4 tf ;w>t ; - m him. ail the fa&er again 
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prevailing, he sank upon the steps of the 
altar: in vain the friends who accom- 
panied him endeavoured to check his 
emotions before the people ; they, moved 
by generous feelings, soon dispersed, leav«* 
ing him almost alone to mourn over the 
breathless remains of infant beauty* 



To judge of the heart, inclination^ 
and favourite pursuits of a child, observe 
it unseen — observe it among those of its 
own age: unconstrained by the presence 
of an elder, it is at once in solitude and 
in society. This was the custom of El- 
-kanah, that deep searcher into the human 
mind, that unerring judge of the human 
heart ; regardless of deeds, he ever traced 
the motive of those deeds to its source, 
and on that grounded his knowledge of 
mankind ; his masterly skill in discri- 
minating character placed all that moved 
around him in his power~this power ex- 
tended its influence to their connections, 
some near, others distant ; and thus did 
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Elkanah, in appearance a peaceable, in- 
offensive citizen of Palmyra, become, by 
means of spies and correspondents, the 
secret -spring of those events, public and 
private, which agitated the whole Roman 
empire. 

Anticipation of the future was grounded 
on observation of the present. Elkanah 
at this period suffered the adnlt genera- 
tion to pass away almpst unnoticed, for 
looking forward to the rising of the pro- 
mised sun of Palmyra, he devoted his 
whole attention to the younger part of 
its community. 

"The future world depend on these, 
said Elkanah, as passing through the. 
market-place, he saw a group of young 
ones at play, or stopping under various 
pretences near the public schools, he lis-, 
tened to the conversation and remarks of 
the youthful students. *When their fa- 
thers sleep in the tomb, or, wearied with 
cares and infirmity, rest in their homes, 
the world will be left to such ; these will 
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be Shedding armies commanding'' ffosis, 
and liberating or emlavingi nations. : 

Neither did tbe little females escape 
bra notice. Among these tntiy , b£ an 
Hersilki-— then warring states become al- 
lied ; a Lucretia — kings are banished ; * 
a& Octa-via to rev^nge^an eqipbe' is 
fouoded ; an Agrippina^ monsters- a*e 
born; a Thermutrhis to Mve ar-Mcises ; 
and in one wovd, an Eve. ' ' • • 

• In tbe fcouse of. Elkanah >wa& an apart- 
ment t<* wticb he' frequently: retired for 
study and meditation « Tor the seheitaes 
and politics of Elkanab were as^ seefetfas 
they Were profound, Tfc this apartment 
no one had access, excepting Caleb, and 
tbis from a certain spot' overlooked an- 
other, ki which the children- of' the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of the city often assem- 
bled at bis invitation. Their parents 
wondered that £lkanah, childless him* 
sdtf, should tha^ study .the amusement of' 
their young ottes; tlwir amusement lie 
thought not; of, his whole aim being the 
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gratification of the one passion of hM 
soul. 

As if immortal himself, oi % capable of. 
endowing- others with 'immortality, El- 
kanah fixed bid mind on a lapse of years,: 
and the intermediate space seemed to him-: 
a void in existence ; children be reg&tfed 
not, bat in children h« beheld future ; j»«ql*> 
and women, moving in the vaHcms circles) 
in which their birth pkuied tbetn, or to. 
which they were exalted by character 
and talent- './ ' ' \ 

The ycmngt ones being met, r add' pit** • 
Tided with refreshments, musical m3tnr-; 
ments, books, and other objects of aminew) 
meat, were ever, by Elkanah's order, left 
alone, to enjoy for a few hours, their own- 
inclinations at perfect liberty. Happy, 
thoughtless innocents! they 9»w not the 
piereing eye that overlooked them, they, 
knew not that an attentive ear listened 
to their every word. 

Among* the number met this day werc T 
Valerius and Victorinus, children of two of 
tbe noblest senators in Palmyra.; Celsus/ 
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Meonius, a nephew of Odenathus, who 
had accompanied his youthful uncle from 
Anlioch; Zabdas, a military student, of 
v obscure parents ; Claudian, a noble Ro- 
man ; a royal Persian named Statirns ; 
and the Athenian boy Longinus. 

Why will not Valerius join our sports? 
enquired Victorinus. Why do his soft 
eyes fill with tears at my enquiry ? and 
why is he thus deserted ?— He hath lost 
his favourite companion, replied Meonius ; 
the babe of Septimia, with whom he held 
such delightful conversations, is no more, 
and for this cause he disdains to join in 
ours. 

The babe, replied Longinus, with a 
gravity which created a smile in the 
watchful Elk an ah — the babe having no 
utterance of speech, Was incapable of 
conversing with Valerius. Valerius sim- 
ply mourns the loss of that beauteous 
infant, whom the whole province still 
bewails, and sacred be his sorrow. 

Approaching the child, Longinus, 
with softened voice and tender look, en* 
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tered with the deepest interest into the 
cause of his grief, and having, at length 
calmed it, won his consent to join their, 
society. Among these paintings, said he, 
spreading them on a table, are several 
Cupids ; let us endeavour to seek one re- 
sembling the lost babe Zenobia. 

Is the soul of that babe in a state of 
bliss ? abruptly enquired the Persian boy. 
— Most assuredly, replied Victorinus, in- 
dignant at the implied doubt. — Then I 
wish bliss to every babe in Palmyra, re- 
torted the youth. 

Thou art for the present nourished 
in Palmyra, exclaimed Zabdas, turning 
wrathfnlly upon him, if without our 
walls, and I had heard thee express that 

wish 1 prefer my country to thine, 

interrupted Statirus.— And I mine to. 
Persia, replied Zabdas. — Let us learn to 
love and respect the country we live in, 
said Longinns, interfering, regardless to 
whatever soil we owe our birth. 

On what subject dispute ye? demand- 
ed Claudian, advancing, Roms is em- 
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preis of the world— X am the only Roman 
present ; ye are therefore all my subjects. 
■^•Wben thus tbou boastest, except Pal- 
myra from the world, said Zabdas, the 
blush of patriotism burning on his cheek, 
fbr it never haft been overcome, nor ever 
will be conqttettod. — The only answer to 
this remark was kind laughter, until 
Claudian, emboldened by success, en- 
quired, In what schools hast thou been 
tturght ) Even Longinus can find no ar- 
gument to defend thee* 

The noble Zabdas stole a look at the 
averted countenance of the young Greek, 
Which he perceiving, advanced and took 
his hand. Be Hot ashamed, my friend, 
at thus forgetting or never having heard 
the misfortunes &f thy native city; the 
school ta which thou art studying teaches 
thee not to pity, but defend bar. The 
history of Palmyra may be comprised in 
a few wortfe: it wns beautified by So- 
lomon the Jewish kittg, and wad ttteces- 
sittely eoncjuered by Pharoab, Neeho, Ne- 
bacfcadneiiMfr, AlwwMfer the Mkieedonian, 
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and Mark Antony; these were its ene- 
mies and pillagers: but to the Roman 
Emperor Adrian, who tamed has triumph 
to nobler ends, yonr city owes its present 
strength and beauty. Thus we see Pal- 
myra hath often been subdued, but the 
sword of Zabdas may hereafter so pare*- 
vail, that the last conquest shall remain 
the last. 

Pat k to the test, exclaimed Meonias* 
Zabdas shall represent Palmyra, €ia*~ 
dian # do thou seize one handr^fitatiras, 
sieze the other; if he shake ye off, Pal- 
myra will secure her independence, nay, 
rival Raise, and never again be .subject* 
let Zabdas but keep firm on the spot 
where he at this instant stands, until the 
am-be^m which now shines full on the 
face of yon statue, pass from it, and if 
our nation be doomed to fall a prey to 
either party, let us behold to which is 
the victim destined. 

With sdl the spirit of their age, the 
proposal was adopted, and Zabdas, his 
jmtb&l bosom swelling with patriotic 
c 2 
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ardour, while fierce delight blazed in his 
countenance, stood undauntedly, and suf- 
fered his hands to be seized by the Roman 
and the Persian. 

The rest of the assembly retired to a 
distance, when/ on a given signal, the 
contest began. Of equal years, height, 
and strength, the struggle was severe: 
now Statirus appeared to prevail, and 
now the .Roman. The bosoms of the 
spectators were variously agitated, but 
none could partake of the feelings of 
Elkanah. 

Moses, when brought before Pharoah, 
reflected Elkanah, though but three years 
of age, trampled on the crown of Egypt ; 
Cassins, when seven, struck Sylla for 
calling his father King of Rome ; Cato, 
at five, braved, that death which he wel- 
comed afterwards at Utica. 

The trial had continued some time, 
when Zabdas, by a . powerful exertion, 
drawing his assailants close to his breast, 
with a sadden spring threw them from 
him, and they fell — he stood a youthful 
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Hercules. A general cry of joy suc- 
ceeded : but the time allotted not being yet 
elapsed, they stalled op, and again seized 
their enemy; he wheeled, he bent, he 
strained every nerve, and once raised his 
eyes with agony to the face of the statue 
from which the sun was fast receding. 
Longinus, fearful of bodily injury, would 
have interfered, when checked by Zabdas 
himself* The straggle continued ; El- 
kanah gazed more intently, and uncon- 
scious of his situation; was on the point 
of exclaiming, Glory to Palmyra ! when 
— O Palmyra! was then thy fate, thus 
forshown by a boy ?— Ere the sun-beam 
conld leave the cheek of the statue, the 
strength of Zabdas failed, and he was 
dragged from Statims by Claudian, whoj 
in the sudden frenzy of the moment, 
flung him with violence to the ground, 
and seemingly bereft of life. 

By the care of Longinus and others^ 
Zabdas at length recovered, but never 
did he lift bis eyes from the earth until 
c3 
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rouzed by Meonius, who shouted aloud, 
Victory ! victory to the Koinan I : 

In an instant Zabidas stood erect, and 
who that beheld his rapid motion and spi- 
rited deportment, could have known he 
had been! severely injured by the fall ? — Is 
it for thee, demanded he, fiercely,' to pro* 
fclaiin therein of our country? Thou, a 
Palmyrenian, in Palmyra, to exult in her 
destruction! My heart to the last was 
firm, but my strength gave way ; thy 
strength might have vanquished both 
these, but thy heart-*-— Meonins, I would 
not exchange my heart for thine. 

The gallant youth thankfully accepted 
the many hands extended towards him, 
and those of Ciaridian and Statirus he 
grasped with the eager warmth of friend- 
ship, then at their request reposed him* 
self, whilst the little hand of Valerias, 
soft as the down of the dove, tempted 
him to partake of refreshment. 

Longinus, in order to turn their at- 
tention from what had passed, spoke of 
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the late transactions in the Temple of 
Apollo ; hut before any of those who 
had gathered round him could reply, 
Meonius, with his usual effrontery, broke 
through their circle, remarking, Longtime 
is right— who henceforth will put faith 
in oracles ? The child will live, spake 
the deity, yet there at his feet lay the 
child dead. To reverse this decree, k 
may be hereafter told me that my uncle 
Odenathus is no more, and when pre- 
paring to reap my inheritance, he may 
appear alive before me. 

I never anticipate the death of those 
I love, remarked Valerius.— Nor /, re- 
turned Meonins. Not one of the youthful 
assembly could understand the meaning 
of this reply ; but Elkanah did, and from 
that hour he resolved never, in his future 
progress through life, to lose sight of 
Meonius. 

Instead of these unseemly contests, 

said Longinus, would that we had spent 

the hours in a manner more agreeable to 

these little ones, and the intentions of the 

c 4 
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' worthy Elkanah ; we have none of ns 
enjoyed this meeting, therefore can never 
Jook back upon it with pleasure. The only 
•way to render retrospection delightful is 
to enjoy the present boor. — Go preach in 
the prisons of Athens, and to the criminal 
led to execution, returned the sneering 
Meonius ; go and repeat these words to the 
Childless mother, the ruined merchant, 
the galley slave, and wounded soldier — 
bid them enjoy the present hour, and en- 
dure the fate of thy philosophy. 

There may be truth in thy censure, 
said Longinus, nay, there is; and yet, 
not .wholly to give up my maxim, I have 
read that the virtuous have been known 
to endure torments with patience, and 
that the injured have suffered without 
complaining. Meonius, most surely thou 
hast read the lives of great men written 
by my ancestor ? If thou hast not, I will 
lend them thee, and also permit thee to 
see letters of his I have by me to my 
uncle Fronto. Plutarch was a learned 
and a just man ; his name is honoured 
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both in Greece and Rome, arid thou most 
confess, not unknown in Syria. The 
letters I speak of will improve thy mind, 
and amend thy heart ; having read them, 
thou wilt feel and think as I do. 

Never ! exclaimed Claudian, boldly— 
Never! whispered the timid Valerius— 
Never ! repeated Elkanah, as he de- 
scended from his seat of observation, 



The day is far spent, and the women 
are weary with their journey. Shall we 
halt at Edessa, or by hastening onward, 
strive to escape another encounter with 
these northern robbers, who apparently 
rise out of the sands to anuoy us ? 

The traveller spake, but his compa- 
nion made no reply — the wave of his 
hand was sufficient, and they pursued 
their journey towards Armenia. Arrived 
at the foot of Mount Ararat, they the 
same hour took possession of a dwelling 
long since prepared. Yet two days more x 
c 5 
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and the women and an infant they had 
in charge alone remained ; their con- 
ductors having passed from thence to 
Antioch, went afterwards to Tarsus, and 
then rejoined their employers. 
" The inhabitants of the spot where Sa- 
bina, her sister Mariana, and the babe 
were left, were of a mixed nation, bat 
chiefly emigrated Persians, who, enjoying 
in abundance all that could render life 
desirable, looked not beyond their li- 
mited horizon. Far detached from the 
main roads, embosomed in the snowy 
mountains of Armenia, Zaautha had for 
nearly a century escaped the notice of 
contending states, and yet though almost 
unknown to nations and armies, it had 
ever been eagerly sought by individuals : 
those persecuted by religious zeal here 
found an asylum, and worshipped accord- 
ing to the persuasions of the heart ; the 
escaped fugitive here took refuge, and 
breathed security and freedom. Many a 
sorrowing heart averse to the world, or 
driven from it, plunged into the solitudes 
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of Zaautha — many bereaved of every tie 
on earth, at Z^mha numbered friends a* 
every sitep : tn}t none here tried to Con- 
ceal shame, or to extenuate offences ; all 
such were excluded. 

During the late wars, when a great 
extent of country having beep depopu- 
lated, and many families scattered abroad* 
several had here taken up their abode; 
and at this period, when any new settlers 
arrived, scarcely an enquiry was made 
concerning their motive for retirement j 
far from looking on them with distrust ox 
jealousy, the first inhabitants seemed to 
think their little comtaanity thereby 
strengthened and enriched* 

Zaantha was neither a town Dor a 
village, but such a spot a* the garden of 
Eden* not forfeited, might have been to 
successive generations. The cottages 
were mostly white, and seemed to have 
been dropped from the clouds* (tvhotfe 
fleece* they resembled) wherever one spot 
appeared mote commodious or beautiful 
than another. 

c6 
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* Stranger, stand on yon rocky frag- 
ment, and thus wrapped in wilds and so- 
litude, dost thon not imagine thyself the 
only inhabitant of the world? Are soli- 
tude and wilds displeasing to thy nature, 
tnrn then the projection of the rock, and 
among a cluster of cottages, surrounded 
by fathers, children, and grand-children, 
enjoy thy social wish. A narrow rivulet 
alone separates the grounds of one neigh- 
bour from another, and mutual amity is 
the common bond of union, and the 
fence which encircles and secures the 
whole. 

Wouldst wish to penetrate to the 
abode newly in possession of the Syrian 
travellers ? Follow yon mossy path wind- 
ing through a grove of olives, and it will 
terminate in a space surrounded on all 
sides, this excepted, by high shelving rocks 
and mossy hills; but, as thou enterest, 
shrink from the wide sheet of water, which 
falling from the heights, forms at the 
opening a liquid door: and now look 
around, and in admiration gaze upon the 
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soft green slopes embroidered with plants 
and flowers of every hne. At the further 
end behold a retreat such as might have 
been the choice of Enoch before he ex- 
changed earth for heaven, which entering, 
bless the kind indulgent hand that hath 
providently stored it with all that neces- 
sity or even luxury can require. The build- 
ing is of marble, white and unpolished, 
and though there are many similar in 
Zaantha, and several superior in size and 
workmanship, none can compare with 
this for situation ; though seemingly bu- 
ried among hills and rocks, it enjoys all 
the advantages of society, and from the 
eminences surrounding it, beholds the 
most cheering and extensive prospect. 

The sun hath disappeared, and with 
the setting sun, the inhabitants of Zaantha 
retire to sleep* Quiet, happy people! 
a community of harmless and contented 
swallows, you sink into your nests, nor 
dream that an eaglet hath this night 
taken up its abode among you. 
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Still sorrowful ! said Aotiocbus to 
Septimia ; still rebellious to the gods who* 
in their wisdom, took what we were not 
worthy to possess ! A year is now passed 
since that hour of darkness, and yet thy 
tears still flow. My despair was great 
from the certainty of never having other 
offspring, for thus Apollo foretold, but 
did thy lqsfc exceed mine ? — Oh, no ! ex- 
claimed Orodes ; thy grief surpassed all 
that even a mother could feel : tby senses 
were long suspended, thy reason for a time 
perverted ; whilst thy wife, with ao he* 
roisra which caused Palmyra to wonder, 
bore her loss with more than Spartan 
fortitude. 

Most true, said Antiochus; and yet 
bad Septimia at that time known what 
were our expectations and policy, she 
then could have estimated the bitterness 
of the disappointment we suffered. — 
Something of this, replied Septimia, 
meekly, before I was deprived of my 
child, did come to my ear, but never was , 
it clearly explained to nje. 
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I ik> longer, said Antiochus, have any 
wish to conceal it, as thou bast no longer 
a*y motive to dread it:— that taking ad- 
vantage of the first oracle, oar intention 
was to have educated Zenofaia the great 
supporter of the pagan faith throughout 
the East, which to onr Borrow we see 
daily undermined by those of the Hebrew 
and the Christian - moreover, having no 
male heir, and that infant all to me, I 
looked to her. for the futnre- aggrandise* 
raent of my name and family. 

And it was my design, added Orodes, 
and that of many of the senators to whom 
I had eoromnoicated it, to have hereafter 
made her the means of raising Palmyra 
to glorious power as a great and inde- 
pendent nation ; and herein did we not 
exalt thee, her mother? Such having 
been onr views, judge now our disap- 
pointment, and forget thine own. 

Septimia sighed— My child a wor- 
shipper of heathen gods, and avowedly 
the tool of ambition ! Then I was indeed 
rightly informed; and from this hour, 
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my lords, ye shall never again see or 
hear me monrn the loss of Zenobia. — 
Zenobia a worshipper of our gods ! ex- 
claimed Antiochus, in astonishment ; 
didst thou ever doubt it? Although I 
permit thee the free exercise of thy 
Jewish rites, didst thou think I would 
have suffered my child to have embraced 
them — suffered her to desert the religion 
of my aucestors, the faith of Cleopatra, 
from whom,- through me, she was de- 
scended ? 

And what was the character, what 
the fate of that Cleopatra ? asked Sep- 
timia, in a trembling voice. Then, after 
a pause, But, my lord, nurtured in ray* 
bosom, could my child have failed im- 
bibing the sentiments of that bosom ? 
When seeing me turn away with abhor- 
rence from idols, would she not also have 
turned away ? When on my knees before 
the throne of the only one true and 
living God, what could Zenobia but 
kneel with me ? Studying, as at mora 
and eve I . study the sacred page* my 
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daughter must have s^id, Instruct me 
also in that page, my mother. When 
repeating the names of 1 cannot re- 
peat them now — but would not Zenobia 
have required an account of such, and 
on once being told, conld she have failed 
believing ? conld Zenobia have been of 
other faith than mine ? 

Speak on, said Antiochus ; his look 
became cool and deadly, for this was a 
subject upon which he least conld bear to 
argae. Tenderness for thee made me 
conceal our purpose until the time for 
putting it into practice! should arrive: 
the object no more, it would have been 
useless as well as cruel to have imparted 
it; bnt since thou hast braved me to con-* 
fess— know, that once weaned, Zenobia 
was no longer thine ; the oracle had de- 
clared her the property of the state, and 
the state would have reared her. 

Septimia, though this was not un- 
known to her, looked at Orodes for a 
confirmation of her husband's words, and 
be then revealed even more than had ever 
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reached her ear* All was prepared, said 
Orodes : women were already engaged, 
Grecian and Roman women, who were 
to have reached Syria at an appointed 
summons; the new palace of Antiochus, 
of which the foundation was only then 
laid, was designed for her; her education 
was planned, her studies regulated, paint- 
ings and statues ordered to adorn her re- 
sidence and its gardens, and nothing 
omitted to aid the accomplishment of our 
united views. 

But, said Septimia to her husband, 
there are such rites as human sacrifices $ 
nay, parents have and do still offer their 
children victims to idols : might not an 
oracle have commanded thee thus to sa- 
crifice thy daughter ?~- And I had obeyed, 
calmly replied Autiochus.< — Thou wouldst 
not! exclaimed Septimia, in a voice of 
smothered agony.— Assuredly 1 would, 
was the answer of the pagan. 

Septimia laid her band upon her 
throbbing heart as pressing it to be calm, 
and after a short silence,, said, with 
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mournful dignity, Then, my lord, say not 
again you lament a daughter— 'tis not a 
child you lament, bat the extinction of 
your name. And now I have but one re** 
quest more to make ; I was the mother 
of thy child, and in the name of that be- 
loved one, I implore thee to grant it :— 
since her loss, Palmyra, as thou knowest, 
has been to me a place of torment ; 6uffer 
Hie to quit it, and for ever— suffer me to 
return to Seleucia, my native city, and if 
such hereafter be my inclination, to 
linger out life in the spot that gave me 
birth. 

For this Antiochus was not prepared : 
he expected that her request would have 
been to ererit a monument to their Ze« 
nobia, or to rear some magnificent public 
baildings to her memory, and to both or 
all be would have readily consented; but 
r— to part for ever ! The heart of An>- 
tiochns was softer than his words — his 
speech -at times, deeply wounded, jet his 
nature uninfluenced, his soul taken ua-> 
prepared, was tender as that of a babe. 
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He stood, struck with surprise and 
sorrow, but soon, all the native pride of 
Lis disposition, ronsed by the calm in- 
difference or rather hatred her request 
implied, destroyed the tenderness of the 
instant, he recovered his self-possession, 
and Septimia was free to follow her own 
wishes. 

O how great our loss not watching 
the first emotions of the human coun- 
tenance ! the tongue may deceive, and 
the eyes gradually learn to conceal the 
truth, but it breaks forth by surprise. 
Had Septimia raised her eyes from the 
ground when she made her request, 
had she for one moment lifted them 
to those of her husband, she never had 
quitted Palmyra ; but it was decreed, 

and three days after Yet ere she for 

the last time bade Antiochus farewell, 
she took from his finger a signet-ring, 
saying, Promise, O promise by thy altars 
and thy gods not to wed again without 
my knowledge ; fear not opposition from 
me, but only consent now to accept my 
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concurrence to a future onion, and this 
ring be a pledge that I shall at all times, 
as at this, rejoice ift thy happiness. 

Antiochus, placing his hand on an 
altar near which they stood, and raising 
bis eyes in appeal to heaven, prepared to 
take an oath, but not the oath required \ 
with as much sincerity as fervour, he 
solemnly bound himself never again to 
wed, adding, Change of scene, Septimia, 
and the society of thy early friends in 
thy native country may bring peace of 
mind, there enjoy it until thy heart 
whisper thee, return ; should that hour 
ever come, these arms will open to re- 
ceive thee. 

The heart of Septimia at that moment 
whispered stay, when she felt her hand 
grasped by her brother Elkanah, and 
that grasp spake more than words. An* 
tiochus declined leaving the city on ac- 
count of public doty, but promised ere 
long< to follow her. They bade farewell, 
and a few minutes after Septimia, ac- 
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corapanied by her brother, and attended 
by a numerous train, left Palmyra* 

Did Septimia long sojourn in Se- 
leucia ? thither she most certainly went, 
but not long did she tarry — not long was 
it before the sword of war fell upon that 
city, and the Persian flames spreading 
over the land, consumed the habitations 
of man, while the conqueror went back 
to Persia laden with spoils, and girt 
about with prisoners. Long, however, 
before Seleucia was visited by this 
scourge, Septimia had quitted it; could 
she tarry there, when her heart had been 
for a year removed far northward ? An* 
swer ye mothers, for ye best can tell; 
say, what were the emotions of Ibis fond 
one, when in the dead of night leaving 
the city, attended only by her brother 
and his faithful guides, she quitted the 
banks of Euphrates, traversed the deserts 
of Anthemusia, and arrived at the foot of 
Mount Ararat in Armeata ; a spot whew 
the wlute cottages seemed to have been 
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sprinkled from the skies by the hands of 
angels — a retreat where all was beautiful, 
rich, calm, and sublime. 

Leaving the camels with their ser- 
vants, she was led by Elkanah through a 
narrow opening of the mountains, to a 
mossy path winding through a grove of 
olives, which suddenly terminated in a 
space almost surrounded by high hills 
and shelving rocks, opening at intervals 
into natural alcoves. 

Septimia stepped over the stream that 
ran across the richly planted garden to- 
wards a neighbouring precipice, where, 
like headstrong youth, it rushed boldly 
on to its fall, down, far down to the 
plains below, she approached the beau* 
teous habitation in the centre, on which 
the moon-beam fell, and entering, caught 
from the arms of Sabina, her own living, 
beloved Zenobia. 
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Minutes linger, boars are tedious, yet 
years fly.— Bat a fetf years* and behold 
the change in condition in the youthful 
company assembled at the house of El- 
kanah* himself alone unchanged: Zab- 
.das, the gallant patriot boy, now next to 
Odenathus the best defender of his coon* 
try ; Claudian, a commander in the 
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Roman army^ia Ximl ; the royal Persian 
living at Ecbatana, daily strengthening 
the hatred, and .ejjvy, Persia. .ever bore 
Palmyra ; Xoriginus, the esteemed, the 
learned, the courted and beloved ! and 
Meonius, the same sarcastic scoffer as 
when young, now grown to manhood, 
rich in the gifts of nature, debased in 
mental properties, for to^is ill qualities 
is now ,3fldsd personal jealousy of his 
little kinsman Herodian, the lovely child 
of ,Oderiathus, . by whose birth he\i§ no 
longer his uncle's heir. , _ 

Though all had dispersed according 
to their several views in life, yet had not 
one been lost to the watchful eye of 
Elkanah. — And the time is approaching 
when I must employ my tools, said. El- 
kanah, as he opened a book in which he 
had . enrolled their • names, ages, dispo- 
sitions, "country r . and character; these 
are good instruments : at that time newly 
formed, ntfw about to be tgken in hand ; 
different instruments for their several pur- 
poses j .some to cement nations, other? to 
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divide ; one to pate away superfluous 
matter, another to amend, [polish, smooth; 
refine ; ibis will strike .boldly to the, 
core : that insidiously wind its way ; 

some are edgeless, but driven Iby tbes o 

they are good tools, said Elk an ah, as he 
closed the book, and the workntan miist 
betake himself to his labour. 

In the agony of her heart, Septimia 
bad preferred a prayer to heaven, and 
heaven bad granted it. Gladly, exclaimed 
Septimia aloud, would I .renounce friends* 
name, and: fortune, tp enjoy the' name of 
mother. Elkanah overheard the words, 
and on entering his' sister's ropm said, 
Enjoy thy wish ! then to her utter amaze* 
ment and horror revealed 1 the decree 
passed the 4 same hour, in tbe senate, the 
truth of which Antioch us and Orodes 
bad since confirmed. 

To appearance Elkanah only , be- 
friended a helpless relative, by securing 
to her the natural rights of a mother, his 
deeper views lay concealed from every 
eye, even from those of Caleb, whose 
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assistance he bad found indispensable. 
Caleb approved of the motive assigned, 
and looked no farther; the substitution 
of. a dead child for the living Zenobia 
was invented by biro, and executed by 
Elkanab. 

The subsequent ruin of Seleucia crowned 
their schemed with Certain success, for 
the report of Septimia having fallen a 
victim with her family, in the general 
massacre, soon reached Palmyra; and 
thus were the fondest wishes of this 
tender pious mother fulfilled : she was 
(under a feigned name) dead to all the 
world but her child, and unconscious as 
that child of the deep snare Blkanah 
had spread for both, she rested in fall 
security here to live and die. Since their 
re-union, she had not separated herself 
one instant from Zenobia — Zenobia slept 
with her, fed from her hand, listened to 
her every word, walked with her, and 
sighed, smiled, and wept, if her mother 
wept, or smiled, or sighed. 

I taught her lips to pray, said Sep- 
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timia, I enjoyed with ewjohite jealousy the 
dawn of reason : ler first lisp, her first 
look of intelligence were not thrown 
away upon strangers and indifference, 
but are engraven on my memory.— She 
learned the. name of mother from me ; 
I am all to her, she all to this doating 
heart.— -O thon, my God, who hast thns 
secored to me this thy Messed gift, whe 
tearing berfrom the hands of idolatry anA 
worldly greatness, hast permitted me to 
bring her tip m the knowledge of thee, 
bear and grant my prayer-— never to let 
me know her loss— to die in her arms is 
aH I ask, to die—- enfolded thns : for the 
little lands of Zen obi a were instantly 
clasped around her neck.— And I, ex* 
claimed the child, have bnt one wish- 
Ob, never let me be parted from my 
mother 4 all I ask is to die in her anna 
—nay, my mother, can we not die to- 
gether, thns enfolded r 
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Zenobia had reached her twelfth year, 
and throughout the East, for stature, 
loveliness, and mental acquirements, there 
was not her equal. Wild as the air 
which she enhaled, submissive only to 
her mother, whose look was her gride, 
whose smile or kiss her most coveted 
reward, whose frown (a storm m sum- 
mer), melted her to penitence and tears. 
Flying from secret or familiar conver- 
sation with the youth of this heavenly 
spot ; haughty and arrogant with the 
presumptuous ; courteous to the humble, 
a just arbitress in all disputes, carrying 
burdens for the helpless, nursing infancy, 
assisting childhood, a staff to old age ; 
noble, beautiful, healthy, of majestie 
ehape, yet perfect symmetry ; her hair a 
glossy black, her dark eyes, soft, yet 
sparkling;! her complexion, delicately 
fair, except . when the varying roses 
blushed upon her cheek, and their buds 
disclosed themselves upon her lip ; her 
voice clear and harmonious, her mein 
fc pre-eminent. Such at this period was 
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Zenohia, atid such .with little variation 
did she remain: to the hour of her death. 
. From Sabina and .Mariam she had 
learned every useful and ornamental work 
befitting her sex and birth, and from 
. Septimia, a^ded. by Artabazus an Anne* 
nian Sage, the .more refined and elegant 
acquirements of the mind. As it was 
the intention and hope of Septimia, that 
Zenobia should, here piass her days in 
happy obscurity, she at first confined her 
instructions to shch things only as might 
serve to render retirement happy. Early 
initialed in religious; principles, the sa- 
cred historians, and prophets were fami- 
liar to her, and she Was mistress of the 
Syrian,, Hebrew, and Roman languages in 
their .purest style; to these were added 
music and painting, in which sciences Sep- 
timia. was perfect; 'but all these gained 
with the utmost facility, a void ensued, 
and Zenobia asked, is this the end of know- 
. ledge ? is there any art or language con- 
sistent with female propriety to be learned 
that instill unknown to me? ^You ever # 
. i d 4 
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distinguish this book toy the name of 
sacred, that implies there are others 
which are not so. Has not every nation 
an historian as -well as the Jewish ? 
throughout the Bible are interspersed 
mention of the Assyrians, Egyptians, 
Babylonians, Medes, and Persians ; have 
they no records, no biography ? .hare the 
Jews alone collected thns their history 
from the creation of the world to the 
tube of the Maccabees ? 

JSeptimia thns questioned, fully satis- 
led ber daughter's enquiries, and this led 
to requests, daily and nrgently repeated, 
which sheoould no longer defer grant- 
ing; moreover Artabazns reminded her 
that compliance was indispensable, for 
that snch was the nature of Zenobia's 
mind, ardent and restless, nothing bat a 
constant snpply of wholesome mental 
food could keep it pare. 

Elkanah had never missed his yearly 
secret visit, and this year Septtmia havmg 
consulted him on the propriety of yield- 
ing to Zenobia's wish, a few weeks after 



GIUEEN OF PALMYRA. t$ 

a treasure of scarce and valuable maun* 
scripts arrived* 

Ens Zenobia bad rebelled her six 
teeiith year, there was not a nation 
throughout the known world that she 
knew not its rise and progress, its in- 
ternal and external policy, the customs 
and disposition of its inhabitants. Joined 
to these improvements of the mind and 
taste, were various bodily exercises, such 
as her peculiar mode of life and the man- 
Hers of that cotifttry permitted* Ram* 
Ming to the summit of Mount Ararat, t* 
search of shells, plants, and other prized 
productions of nature, was bet most fa- 
Tourite amusement. She was expert in 
archery, in riding, and in hunting, but 
ber arrows were only directed at the frait 
in her garden; her excursions were on 4 
beauteous palfrey round and across the 
valley neat their dwelling, and her hunt- 
ing consisted in the harmless chace of 
the orange starling, the haie, and crested 
kingfisher. 

Tie d*y Was art length come.— A deep, 

D5 
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-depression bangs upon ray heart, gai£ 
Septimia on the morning of that dajr, 
which in vain I endeavour to shake off; 
/this day my:Zenobia numbers sixteeik 
years, on 'this day I expect my brother's 
-annual yisit-^all promises fair, yet heavi- 
ness and sorrow hang upon me., ',. . . i 
'- The. women were! preparing for the 
krrival of Elkanah : Artabazns was abW 
efent, and Septimia, after: many fruitless 
attempts to puistte her usual morning 
employments, resumed the work she; had 
feegtm the day before, a silken net to con- 
fine the flowing locks of her child. ' She 
had not long been thus engaged when 
Zenobia entered ; gently laying aside her 
bow. arid quiver, she sat down on the 
gronnd, and without speaking, joined 
her hands and rested her cheek on the 
knee of her mother. x 

Stealing a look downward, /Septimia 
perceived that something had discom- 
posed her, yet long continued her work 
iu silence, then began a favourite song 
which gradually became * sweet. and 
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^l^ntiyejdesfearit ; again looking iipo© 
the lovely iQCQieclUxed oft 1 ' her Jkhee* ?he 
saw it bathed in ', tears— the song, ceased; 
and for some tune both remained silent., 

I will .exchange that Thraciari horse; 
and without delay, ,vefaferkfti* £e¥obia 
abruptly, for he no; lbngjernpleasfe» wcu 
This Vas an observation, that ^required no 
reply, and Septimia made node;— Thou 
didst promise to send. for. .materials fot 
embroidery, from. Tyre, hast thou * my 
mother? This : s|feech required 4n an- 
swer, and Septimia simply replied that 
she bad/npt yet.*— Instead of sending* 
why! should we. not go thither ? J am in 
waetof shuttle^ and; needle^ and stained 
wool, and. various x artides fof , wqrk* ifiwr 
I ; .ifiU read: no more—Another: £ause 
ensued. . , , \ - 

Books ; no longer interest, unless I 
could see. the countries; they /describe, 
witness the, factions they detail, mingle 
with, saah as, write ihem-r^I was not horn 
in Armenia, full -well I know — was I 
horn at. Tyre?*r-whe»e,was I. born, my 
p6 
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BKrtheT^— Sobth of thel&tphrates, i 
Stptimia.-wrbe stars will guide 
Zenobia !*-At that exclamation Zenobia 
looked up, and tile next moment was 
locked kk the anas of her mother* 

Yes, she added, the stars will guide 
me, when inclined to forsake thee—* hot* 
«iy mother, Oh, in pity, for the fature 
keep all books hot one far from me : »> 
longer do I find them a faithful picture 
of mankind ; I see no women here re* 
sembling thee, either in person, mind, or 
voice ; I see no man I would wisb to call 
father; I long to mingle with such aa 
ourselves. — Thoa sayest right, my child* 
replied Septimia, sighing ; our retreat 
can indeed git e thee no idea of the feeey 
world : here are neither crimes nor pas- 
sions, war, dissentions, nor misery ; here^ 
life is called happiness, and death is 
named sleep. But what reference have 
these reflections to thy once favourite 
palfrey, so small, so glossy, and so gentle; 
how has he incurred thy displeasure I 

By ever turning south of the Bo- 
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phrates, replied Zefrobia, fixing her pene* 
tratibg eyes on those of her mother t 
never does lie attempt to cany me by 
fence either north, ea$t or westward, bat 
perpetually turns towards the road lead* 
hig south ; sorely instinct makes him 
restless to go bade to his native fields* 
It cannot be, my love, interrupted Sep* 
timia * then addressing the women, she 
enquired was not the hone of Thraeian 
breed. 

No, replied Sabiaa and hesitated* bat 
being commanded by Zetiebki with un- 
usual authority to declare whence it 
eame, added, When purchased, the owner 
indeed brought it -from Thrace, bot it 
was bred in the plains of Palmyra. Pal- 
myra! exclaimed Zenobta, in Ccelo* 
Syria? divided from us only by moan* 
tains and the Euphrates ? then the my*- 
tory is explained* and now when inclined 
to visit that renowned city of the South* 
I have only to lay the reins on my 
conrser's neck. 

She gave not one glance at her mo* 
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ther's coontebance, bat sejgfog, her/bo^ 
fitted a« arrow, to this string, and both 
were in an instant. o**t of sight. . .[, - 2 , ■ _* 
Long, very . long ere. Septirawt . rejco-r 
viered from the Surprise and deep dejec- 
tion these words occasioned. ; The day. I 
oM^ef.SQ often fearfully anticipated is. at 
]ejngtli> jarrived ! ; she wiJl quit this soli* 
teSde,?or compelled: t<> stay, it will becomfe 
hatefol to her ; *woiild that I. had foK 
lowed my own will, regardless of that ,of 
wtf brother, [thm wcrtild she haye, still 
been ignorant tlr^t any othej world thaai 
this- were in existence ,! ? • t l . , 

?, The arrival [of Elkatiah . served qnly 
to iheighten the ; bittei$ess pf thefce re-; 
flections* for instead of tiprtojg t0 allay the 
fedrs of 'SeptiiAia,, he artfully, confirmed 
them; nti willing longer, to indulge her 
lamentations, which gradually .increased, 
be enquired' for Zenbbia, retft&kipg; thftt 
jltaibtle&s the last year had. given the 
final polish to both mind and person, 
and they together went .forth -to seek 
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They sought her in the garden) a&4 
m the plaatation at the foot of the plafc- 
form, .on which the dwelling was, erected* 
but sought in vain ; they then repaired 
to the different recesses, bowers, and al- 
coves, with which the domain abounded, 
but no Zenobia was to be found. Najr, 
call not,aloud on her name, said Elkanah; 
wherever she is, we will take her by sur- 
prise ; and they examined separately 
every arbour and retreat. ' r 

* All these, remarked Septiuiia, are the 
work of he* hands, thus fitted up in a vaf- 
riety of style 'as* taste and convenience 
have suggested. This ifc her study— behold 
bow artfully concealed among the rocks* 
not a (sound cati. here disturb meditation, 
not a footstep' approach unhebrd. These 
hanging curtains of ivy, thus seemingly 
disposed by the band of nature, Were aiv 
ranged by the hand of my child. Elr 
kanah entered, and cast his eyes around 
on the different articles spread over the 
table, couch; and shelves, which were cut 
into the solid rock ; here were her bodks, 
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her materials for writing, and scattered 
pages,which he attentively examining, per- 
ceived were extracts from varioos authors. 

From thence they passed to another 
recess. — How enchanting the soond of 
ZenobtaY lyre and voice, when here die 
plays and warbles the hymns of praise t 
tanght her! To this retreat we often re- 
tire from the meridian sun ; here, where 
not a ray can penetrate, and often, lulled 
by this gently-falling water, I close my 
eyes in sleep in her arms. In yonder 
bower, gathering in its bosom the rays of 
the son, we seek heat when chilled by 
the keen mountain air— that bower of 
sweets ! wherein every flower that bloom* 
was planted by her. She had bat to 
apeak, and Natnre fulfilled her every 
vrtab, Ob, my brother! holr, O how 
tan I cfcace away this sodden gloom of 
discontent, and restore to her lovely 
(countenance its native serenity and grace? 

Then hast suffered her to mingle with 
the inhabitants of this village, replied 
fi&anab^ contrary to my express ttdvice 
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and command ?~Far, £ar front it, re- 
turned Sepftimia, eagerly ; never has she 
been from my presence, and for the last 
three years, has not exchanged one word 
beyond these walls, except with the aged 
.Artfthams; Sabiaa and Mariam I trust 
eqnally with myself. No, it is books, and 
hooks alone have wrought this change. 
And yet to have irartun&d her in igno- 
rance, what waald have been my self- 
reproach ! Why then do I thus evier re- 
gret oBconr a g i ng her increase of know- 
ledge, .when cooscio&s that ths sacred 
page -alone cherished that soaring spirit 
which nothing now can repress ? Scarcely 
had she numbered Ave yeacs, wha n» lead- 
ing to her that sacred page, she **- 
claimed, clasping my hand, Should Jn- 
rasakm he aver threatened by an Halo- 
femes, my mother, I will be a Judith. 

Gh, Seprimial cmdaioos and open- 
hearted, dost not perceive the effect of 
these thy words on thy subtle brother? 
Why does he pass his hand to Iris fece, 
«ad stop and tarn to gather a wild i*tfer 
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by the way, but to conceal the emotions 
to which thy speech has given. rise? 

Still they walked on, and Septimia at 
every moment stopped to explain the 
cause of the various improvements El- 
kanah remarked had been made around 
her abode during, the last ' year.— I once 
complained of fatigue on this very spot, 
and the next time we walked this way, 
Repose thyself, my mother, here is a seat, 
whispered the dear one. We .'stopped at 
this entrance to yon thick coppice— -(there 
was no entrance then,) how delightful, 
I remarked, would be a walk tin yonder 
shade ! . hut the way to it is choked With 
briars and thorns, and the path too far for 
me to reaoh. I came that way again, when 
Zenobia smiling, asked, Where are now 
the .thorns and briars, my roothen?— -^How 
grateful would be.lolme some sort of fruit 
at this instant, distressed with heat and 
thirst, said I one : morn, ;aud how im- 
provident inline riot, to prepare better, for 
<mr destined; tfinmber ramble*! , Never 
fxort that/ bwr was theari^iof^aobia 
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unincumbered with a basket of refresh- 
ment. Often, my brother, have I checked 
my wishes in her bearing, fearful of 
giving trouble to . this beloved . child, 
whose study, for the last ten. years, has 
been my comfort and happiness. 

Elkanah listened, and each word bat 
served to. confirm, that every hope how- 
ever high his politic heart! could form, 
wonld be amply gratified. 

Still they sought Zenobia, but long 
sought in vain, until Septimia saw an 
arrow at her feet, which she knew to be 
hers ; another, at a little distance, guided 
them, arid, they successively, foudd hcfr 
-bow, quiver, and turban. ;They continued 
to walk in silence, nor. stopped until 
within sight of a small grove of terpen- 
tine, in theceritre of which waa the tomb 
of Gordxaa, one of the mtfny erected. to 
hia deified memory the whole- fextefnt of 
the> Tigris and Euphrates ; there, half 
.leaning . over ,iy her face dorfn vtards, bee 
long black hair, waving in the wind, tbeijr 
btibeld Zenpbia, f •- r,; r - u ;i ...,,;;; * 
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Septhnia weald have rushed forward, 
butt Elkanah withheld her, and they 
stood contemplating the sight before 
them. Behold, said he, and let this be 
an answer to thy complaints ; behold, 
and be convinced that nature cannot be 
suppressed. This youthful being, nursed 
in the most profound solitude, ignorant 
of towns, cities, armies, and states, led 
only by books aind instinct, shunning the 
society of the humble and obscure to court 
the memory of the illustrious dead 1 

They advanced unheard to the tomb, 
and saw at the foot of it, a hook which 
had fallen from the hand of Zenofaia. 
Blkanah took it tftp ; ft was a Latin his- 
torian, and that part relating to the 
murder of the Emperor Gordian was wet 
with tefcra: be shewed St in silence tb 
Septimia, who, approaching, whispered 
gently, Is not the bosom of a mother a 
better pillow than the cold tomb of a 
ttrangd-f ZeooWa slowly raised herself. 
Is net this, my child, a more welcome 
pillow for thy aching head ; thy aching 
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heart, alas ? Here then repofte, and 
whilst thus reposing, only whisper to me 
what can restore thy peace* and it shall 
be restored.— -Behold tbiae uncle. 

Elkanah, without^appearing to notice 
either, continued to tnrn over the leaves 
of the book. I now see, he observed, 
the similitude that my niece hath found 
between Gordian and herself: on this day 
sixteen years was Gordian murdered (far to 
the south, near Zafta, where bis remains 
were really interred, this momtment 
being only to his memory), and on this 
day sixteen years was Zenobia born. 

This remark struck cold to the heart 
of Septimia, who looking resentfully at 
the book which Elkanah still held, said, 
Bnt for those ill-written pages, my child 
might now have been weaving birth-day 
garlands for her hair, instead of weeping 
over the tomb of a Roman emperor.— 
And could the historian foresee, asked 
Elkanah, that such would be the conse* 
quences* of his ill- written pages ? Blame 
not the writer, bnt his reader, in thus 
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suffering herself to be $Tvay$d by every 
burst of passion. What connection in 
the fatci of Gordian Mjithbers?— I,kqow 
not wherefore, replied Zenobia, bat in 
the fate of Gordian, I feel as if I wept 
that of a brother ; and yet he was a 
Roman, and Rome has ever been the 
avowed eqeipy and : persecutor of our 
faith, • From' the reign of Vespasian 
downward, what has not .our nation 
suffered from persecuting Rome ! 

Elkanah, listened, and every word 
Was impressed upon his heart. Dost 
wish to quit Armenia? demanded he, 
gently* — No, she replied ; but I want 
more Septimias, more Zenobias;— Of such 
as my sister thou wilt fincj abundance in 
the world, but another Zenobia, never. 

On their return to the house, by 
Septimia's desire Zenobia left her alone 
with Elkanah, and joined 'their women, 
tvhom she assisted in the preparations 
making for her uncle, as he had promised 
to remain with them yet two days. It 
was long! very long before Zenobia was 
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summoned/ aud when she did enter, fol- 
lowed by Sabioa carrying the simple re- 
ppst, she was struck with fopstgrnation 
on ^beholjdiug the change in her mother's 
countenance;; incapable of suppressing 
her emotions, she eagerly enquired the 
cause, and was answered in a Ipw voice 
that she should, know all when they 
retired, to their apartments for the night* 
With uncourteous haste Zenobia 
harried the repast, and that over, ten- 
derly forced her mother to . witjukaw • 
the agitation of Septjnjia eaph moment, 
encreasing, rendered if at; length neces- 
sary, yet when alone, tears were alt the 
answer, she could give, and Zenobia, now 
no longer, impatient, stood before hjer 
pale and trembling, fearing she knew pot 
what ; but when, a few minutes ; after, 
Septimia with broken sighs infornje^l 
her, #iat in two days they werq, under, 
the- protection of $lkanah, to. : travel; 
through. Mesopotamia, Arabia* Ju4ea> 
and §yrija,, nor Return to Armenia pqder ; 
some moptis, th$ rapture .that peiz^d 
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upon her youthful heart deprived her of 
all utterance. 

Septimia looked up, and then could 
first judge what had been the restraint 
and self-denial of Zenobia, in submitting 
to perpetual seclusion without a murmur. 
Thou wilt not, my child; thou wilt not 
forsake me? at the expiration of that 
time, nothing shall prevent my return 
hither, thou wouldst not wish in a few 
weeks after to come and erect my tomb 
beside that of Gordian ? The look and 
action of Zenobia were sufficient an- 
swers, and for a time calmed the terrors 
of this tender mother. 

On her eagerly enquiring what pre- 
parations were necessary, Septimia an- 
swered that every thing was already pro- 
vided by Elkanah ; all that he requires 
of thee is to devote thy whole time and 
attention to him for the two next days ; 
in his idea, the best confirmation of the 
truth of bktory is to visit the spot where 
each event took place, and in order to 
refresh thy memory, he wishes thee to 
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peruse with him certain portions of the 
pentateuch, the sacred historians, and 
the prophets. 

I approve of his idea and intentions, 
said Zenobia, with respect to the journey, 
bat decline his assisting me in a review 
of the scriptures as unnecessary ; his ob- 
servations must either confirm your in- 
structions, (and that is not wanting,) or 
refute them, and then— nay, my mother, 
do not smile, my uncle said I should find 
no other Zenobia in the world, I could 
have answered, never may I meet ano- 
ther Elkanah. 

As a rebuke must have followed, 
Septimia avoided noticing her words, for 
hardly could she blame Zenobia, such 
the cold repulsive manners of Elkanah, 
who though in appearance inattentive to 
all around him, yet as Zenobia had ob- 
served,, never suffered a word, a look, an 
action to escape him. 

Do thou, my child, continued Sep- 
timia, endeavour to profit by this journey 
as thy uncle wishes, whilst my only view 

VOL. I. B 
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shall be a look forward to oar return, my 
©uly care to collect whatever may serve 
to decorate and render more convenieut 
this our loved retreat. I have never, as 
thou kaowest, concealed from thee that 
great wealth is mine, restrain not then 
either thy charity or iqcliwatiow, but in 
our way, whatever thy heart prompts 
thee to perform, or thy eye covels, bat 
name to me thy desire. A few months 
expired, we will return, a h#ppy pair 
after a short flight* to our blessed abode, 
then greatly endeared by temporary ab- 
sence ; thy mind enlarged, thy knowledge 
encreased, thy religion, confirmed* and 
taste improved: oar establishment, here 
shall then b^ more extensive, and our 
dwelling and its domain boast pf -every 
ornament that art and industry can fur- 
nish ; all the return for my affection will 
be amply repaid when thou, my Iwe, 
shalt exclaim, ' Let us now, ray either, 
go back to Zaantha.' 

Noble, worthy Septijnia! take thy 
last look of Zaantha— yea, stop to inhale 
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with; delight its deliciobs air, far iierar 
aggie -wilt ftfcott inhale it; treason weM 
ikqsre rose* tfefw art gathering to adora 
thy travelling litter, for they are the last 
*hy tw*d eb*U gather ; listen tot the seng 
c£ .^biOi Wrd, thy favourite songster, nay 
foggr, behind to eeteh its failing note, 
for thou wilt hear its note no more ! ' 

Sfrbiea was left heUhfti, her younger 
siater alone accompanying Steptimia and 
her daughter, the: faithful Mariam, whom 
bath delighted te {jeeatien; and instrtuJt 
Near the banks of the Arboirts^ Eik*nah. 
was joined by Caleb fttod his train, abd 
in silef^ce gloomy and praconcejrtad the 
journey was begun.. The iitteos In whidk 
the fet*utles travelled, were flacked fay 
Elhanah ftod his friend, before and be- 
hind whoja node a cho&en weU-araned 
band of guides a^d associates, 

Is thy /wtfer acquainted with the 
dreadful item ? deeautnded Caleb.; how 
didst tboU prevail 00 her to qqit Zaanr 
tha ? is afce , already informed of thy 
intention ? NoH one of these qaesticmf 
£ 2 
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Tvas Elkanah inclined to satisfy, he there- 
fore took out bis tablets and appeared 
to be writing. I would advise a halt at 
Ballatha, continued Caleb, and the next 
day for- ns to continue tbe conrse of the 
Arboris, nor cross Euphrates tmtii near 
Zaragarda, thus perchance we may shun 
both 'Roman and Persian foe. Not a 
word did Elkanah vouchsafe to reply, so 
intent was he upon his tablets, yet by his 
command they halted the same night at 
Ballatha, and the next morning a$ he 
directed journeyed on, still keeping the 
windings of the Arboris. 

The mind of Zenobia had resumed 
its usual calmness and dignity ; now in 
the full enjoyment of all her wishes, she 
was affectionate and satisfied; the face 
of the country, as it assumed a variety of 
forms and hues, greatly interested her; 
the passing travellers, companies of mer- 
chants, bodies' of horse, and boats upon 
the river, all enctteased her curiosity and 
pleasure; yet retaining admirable self- 
possession, none who beheld her could 
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have j Bilged that she. had never been an 
hoar's journey from the solitudes of 
Zaantha. 

Shall we not visit the bead of the 
Persian Golf? asked Zenobia ; that pari 
of the land between Euphrates and Tigris, 
described by our great and inspired laws- 
giver and historian a$ the site of Parar 
dise ? 

How canst thou .be eertain, asked Ma* 

riant, that that was the spot, more than 

any other ?— Supposing, replied Zenobia, 

that we being questioned whence we 

came, were to say from Zaantha, a village 

buried among the woods in the mountains 

of Armenia, near the western source of a 

river which falls into the Tigris, and that 

the reply was, How can ye be; certain that 

that spot is Zaantha more than any 

other ? — Moses was not cotemporary with 

Adam, said Mariana, smiling.— No ; but 

depending on our veracity, represent to 

yourself your children describing to theirs 

the situation of our abode, and tbey. again 

to their posterity, could the truth be 

£3 
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fairly doubted ?•— This Is duly tradition 
Zenebia*-*«-Nay theft, she answered, we 
are authorised to believe that Paradise 
was thus situated both by tradition and 
scripture. Hath not Moses as acc&rately 
described Eden as we can Zaantha? 
Adam, as we Well know from tradition* 
lingered for ages ttea* the spot he held 
forfeited, and it was pointed out from fit* 
tfcdr to son ; had Moses been left to 
choice; he might have been inclined to 
place it in Canaan, to gratify the Israel- 
ites, by makiiig it an additional motive to 
conquer that land. 

Msriam felt convinced, and Septimia 
continued, To the stnmnit of Mount 
Ararin, on which the ark of Noah rested 
trh*n the waters abated, we have often 
ascended* the third loeal point of conge* 
qttence is that of the tower of &abel, 
built to escape a second deluge, conse- 
quently since that period and which as, 
we shall find still stands .—Had there 
been tfo deluge, t^arfcHd Zenobia, there 
night still tetist the remains of Paradise, 
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every vesftige of which that flood perhaps 
has swept away. — The idea is natural 
and probable, replied Septimia, bat having 
no ceratin ground in holy writ, it must 
test npon conjecture. 

As they approached the Tigris and 
the site of antient Nineveh, Zenobia, 
turning eastward, laid her hand on the 
open leaf of Isaiah, and in a low and im- 
pressive tone of voice, repeated his pro- 
phecies relating to the destruction of the 
kingdom of Assyria. 

Septimia listened, and sighed with 
calm delight as she gazed npon the lovely 
moralist, who, closing the book, addressed 
her, saying, Oh, my mother ! What lan- 
gnage can equal this ? How insignificant 
compared with him, appear the most il- 
lustrious poets of Greece and Rome ? 
Isaiah ! at once poet, prophet, divine, 
and historian. When we shall arrivte at 
the spot where now stands the great 
Tower, and that where once stood Ba- 
bylon, I would wish to quit the litter. 

They did so, and .Zenobia Visited the 

B4 
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interesting remains of Babel, and wan* 
dered among the cypress groves upon the 
banks of the Euphrates : as she stood at 
the edge of the river, leaning on a rock, 
she again referred to the sacred predic- 
tions ; and when she had concluded, a 
loose fragment from the rock on which 
she leaned, falling accidentally into the 
river, she added, Thus bath sank Ba- 
bylon, never to rise ; the place is cut off, 
nor man nor beast remain, but desolation 
ever ! 

They had journeyed many weeks, 
when Septimia, to Zenobia's enquiry of 
whither would they next bend their 
course, replied, As 1 understand, west- 
ward, towards Judea, which thy uncle 
intends us to traverse throughout, and 
Teturn, by the way of Phoenicia and 
Upper Syria, to our beloved Armenia. 
She watched the countenance of Zenobia 
to perceive what would be her emotion 
at the mention of return, and to her 
surprise and satisfaction, distinguished 
therein unaffected pleasure. 
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O that we bad brought with us a car- 
rier dove, that when at Edessa, I might 
have said, Fly homeward to Sabina, and 
prepare our welcome ! -—And not one 
pang at retiring for ever to solitude ? en* 
quired Septimia.— Not one, my mother : 
to gratify my wishes, and contribute to 
my improvement, thou hast sacrificed 
many days of ease and quiet, and now be 
my life short or lengthened, it shall ever 
be devoted to thee* — My own beloved 
one ! said Septimia, but be not deceived ; I 
did not seek to gratify thy desire of 
travel, but was compelled to yield to tby 
uucleY command : had thy future welfare 
depended on me, Zenobia, tbou had&t 
never quitted Armenia. 

Having crossed the Euphrates, Sep- 
timia became more cheerful, conscious 
that though the journey would yet last a 
considerable time, every step ere long 
would be a step nearer home. 

There were many places and cities 
Zenobia expressed a wish to visit, bat 
was permitted to see only those Elkanah 
E5 
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had previously appomted^remottstradces 
tatere fruitless 5 . far therigh Elkanah hesi- 
tated not «tt titaee to cdnVetee with his 
sister and Mariam* in order to beguile 
the way, on finding thfet Zenobia would 
rrevtt suffer him to evade hear questions, 
kte sfeldotfi answered h*r. i < 

Passing through ChaJdea* they en* 
ttired upon Arabia Deserta, and Zenobia, 
well skilled in astronomy, watched the 
course of the heavenly bodies, night and 
day, with intense interest* Septimia, 
often leaving her litter, would Walk 
Supported by Mariam, whilst Zteobia 
strolled apart, gathering for her flowers 
fend plants, or brought her wMer from 
every newly-discoyered spring, or. sup- 
plied her with fruits and other refresh- 
ment. The journey of life rind the 
jdarfcey through Arabia ai*e die same to 
thee, my child, and I see wheito'er I «», 
thou art resolved to prepare agdifcSt my 
wants^And is not this journey through 
Arabia pant of the journey through life, 
my mother ? 
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The first month was nearly expired, 
when one night, reused by the raddefe 
and violedt.mdtkm 6f the litter, Zenotria 
awoke, and holding. hack the cdrtain of 
the window, looked out to discover what 
had occasioned it. The moon was bril- 
liant, and the air shterp ; the face of the 
country appeared to her much changed 
since she had closed her eyes : lite rich 
luxwiant plains she had gated on at sun* 
eet, were now replaced by a sterile naked 
waste ; at every step verdure became 
snore scanty, and trees less frequent ; 
barren rocks now reared their heads, and 
trees, shrubs, and herbage gradually re* 
ceded, giving at length place to one en* 
tire extensive bed of sand, only diversified 
by little hillocks of the same, or rude 
and nigged heaps of stones, or shining 
rocks of adamant. The feet of the ca- 
mels and horses seemed to plunge deep 
in sand at every step; encouraged by 
the songs of their keepers, they however 
travelled onward, whilst the men who 
carried the litters, frequently stopped 
e 6 
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through weariness and exertion. Zeno- 
bia heard a camel-driver ask another 
•whether the water-skins had been filled 
at the last well,— and the answer was 
given in a sullen and reluctant tone of 
voice. 

Zenobia let fall the curtain, and look- 
ed upon her sleeping mother. Her face 
naturally pale, was rendered paler by fa* 
tigue and the light of the moon which 
fell upon it. Zenobia gently felt her 
cheek, and then her hand. This journey 
hath been above her strength, and at her 
age, her health tender and delicate — exer- 
tions like these suit only such ; as me. Thou 
most beloved! if ever from this hour 
thou seest me shed one tear of regret, 
hearest one sigh, one repining murmur at 
my fate, withdraw from me my greatest 
earthly blessing — thy love. From this mo- 
ment I consecrate my life to thee — once 
more at Zaantha neitherthe allurements of 
the world, nor any temptation whatsoever, 
shall win me from thy arms. Never will 
I leave tby side, but to the last moment 
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of existence be thy friend, tby nurse, thy 
guardian, tby daughter. Septimia heard 
not the plaintive words, she felt not the 
pious kiss, and yet a faint smile passed over 
her cheek, which as qnickly vanished. 

Zenobia again nnclosing the curtain, 
looked around, and beheld with surprise 
and dismay that they seemed to be on an 
ocean of sand. As far as the eye conld 
distinguish, and the moon was bright and 
unclouded, not . a single object appeared 
on the surface of one broad immensity 
of sand. She looked to the starry firma- 
ment, and her dismay increased on dis- 
covering that their track was no longer 
dne west, but that within a few hours it 
had changed to one directly north. 

Instantly bending forward from the 
litter, she called to the men who bore it, 
and desiring them to stop, enquired for 
their master. His litter is far behind, 
they replied. Then proceed not a step 
until he reach ours. The men obeyed, 
and Elkanah and Caleb soon overtaking 
her, she explained her feelings. Alarm 
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not thy mother, said Elkanah, bat wait 
with pAt&nce until the rooming, when all 
shall be tevealecL Recollect, added Ca- 
leb/ fchat two days, back, my lord received 
dispatches from the Roman Pro-consul 
in Judea, They confirm the intelligence 
he before beard of a dreadful calamity 
having fallen on the. empire; and it is 
this that has occasioned . the sudden 
change iti oar destination; hut be calm, 
and ere the rising of to-morrow's sun, thy 
mother will know all. Proceed, cried 
Elkanah to the men. 

Stir not a step, exclaimed Zenobia, 
raising her voice. Then geqtly awaking 
<$eptinua, she said, Here is thy brother 
to acquaint thee that a sodden and un- 
foreseen calamity having fallen on the 
Roraarti empire, we are prevented from 
continuing our journey to Judea^ — we ape 
tt this instant travelling northward, and 
An. the midst of an immeasurable desert. 

Septimia's looks filled with fear wad 
winder, seemed to ask Eikanaii, was this 
trued — but he Was silent. We wished 
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n6t to have disrturbed thy'rejt, said Caleb, 
bat sinie k can no longer be concealed* 

the birbarcms nations, at war withRosbe 

i 

are every where taking advantage of thfe 
dire event. What, what event ? detnaadt- 
ed Septimia. Thou wilt know to-tnor- 
tow, returned Elkanah,— bat confide ia 
me, my sister. The Persian forces ovw- 
ron the country,— eo spot is secure,— -awl 
even now the village of Zaantha may be 
in flames,— your retreat to Armenia is 
cot off* and Ho security is to be met with 
in J odea, or any other Roman province. 

Whither then are we going? asked 
Zenobia ; for Septimia, more experienced 
than. her daughter in these sudden and 
violent convulsions of empires, partly 
gueesing tie sad truth, found no words to 
express her grief and terror. Whitbeir 
are we going ? again Zenobia demanded. 
I repeat, to-morrow's sun will inform thy 
ntotber* replied Elkanah baugbtily* £tr 
her distrust had embittered bis mind, and 
(given birth to doubts, whether she would 
laatiy prove the passive tool he had jo 
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many years hoped to find her. Whilst 
my mother was absent, said Zenobia, (and 
sleep and absence are the same,) I acted 
for her ; now that she is present, I sub- 
mit to her judgment. 

Septimia leaned ont at the window to 
speak to her brother, but he having pro- 
ceeded forward, she again seated herself, 
and watched their progress in silence. 
Hours passed on — the son rose, yet no 
fourth object appeared, except their own 
company; all they could discern was 
sand, sun, and firmament. 

In the morning, wearied with the con- 
finement of the litter, they left it, and 
walked at some distance to enjoy the re- 
freshing air, before the sun-beam should 
grow warm. Oh joy! cried Zenobia, after 
long anxiously gazing around on the vast 
horizon, at length I discern an object to 
break this horrible uniformity. She had 
no sooner spoken, than the litters, the 
liorsemen, and the camels suddenly dis- 
appeared. She turned, and saw them 
prostrate behind a high ridge of sand. 
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Septimia, half raising her hand, beckoned 
her to draw near, and they sunk together 
into a shallow sandy pit. The curiosity 
of.Zenobia, however, could not be entire- 
ly restrained". She cautiously raised her 
head, and again distinguished the 
same dark body in the horizon. It 
seemed to approach, then recede — again 
it drew near— now passed rapidly to the 
right, then to the left*— once more came 
forward, and at last totally disappeared* 
The guides and horsemen having waited 
a considerable time lest the object of ap- 
prehension should again be seen, arose, 
the litters were put together, the fe- 
males eutered them, and they proceeded 
onward. 

Escaped by miracle ! exclaimed Caleb, 
for they appeared as if they had seen us. 
To Zenobia's inquiring looks Septimia 
answered, that it was a band of Arabs. 
How much more noble and useful to the 
eastern world, Remarked Zenobia, were 
the Roman and Persian, instead of per** 
petually harassing each other, to direct 
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their powe* Against this lawless race end 
try to subrogate or reduce them to civi- 

Hast thon forgotten, asked Septiroia, 
who it was that said they never should be 
reduced or subrogated? Let all the 
Xrorld conspire against these descendants 
%f t&bmaelj yet ages to come shall find 
tteittaS they are at this day, wild, kw- 
lim; and independent; for the word of 
&bd hath said, that the hand of man 
shall tot prevail against them. 

The face of the country; to tfee'gretit 
tfelifef and pleasure of Zenofota, now began 
~to wear a new aspect— verdti re again ap- 
peared, and ahe saw bushes of wild hys- 
sop and a few palm trees thinly scattered 
over the plain. My mother, said Zenobia, 
•some few hours back, when leaving a 
luxuriant country, how did fny repinings 
•every instant increase ! As the prospect 
saddened, the more morose I grew, and 
at length disdained to took at even the 
lew trees and scanty herbage that still 
remained : now, having travelled ao long 
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tterough trackless satufe, how Wekonte 
Seems that little shrub !— yon patch of 
grass— n«y, • every blade, every leaf i$ 
tio^v 'of value. Can deprivation alone 
teak* «s enjoyment ? 

Th* ptospect continued to improve at 
every step, until the mountains openings 
the most welcome, rfeh, and noble sight 
now displayed itself; — - olive grounds, 
safiron aftd poppy fields, vineyards, or- 
chards, gardens, and gfovesof silk and 
cotton : the admiration and surprise of 
Zrenobia were extreme, and at ev«¥y 
ttewly-di^ovei^ed betoty she eagerly pte&* 
eed hfer mother to look otit and admite. 
deptimia, declined on a Couch, thought 
no bfc&uties could equal those she watch- 
ed is tike varying countenance of her 
t^hild ; bnt roused by a sudden cry of 
Zenobia, a cry of joy and wonder, &hfe 
enquired the cause. Often have I seeii 
castles in pictures, exclaimed Zenobia, 
bttt never before saw a real tastle. Oh 
how majestic, how glorious, thus resting 
like a crown upon the summit of the 
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mountain ! a crown ! no ; a warlikt 
helmet, that streaming banner, its waving 
plume — the battlements seem all alive — 
soldiers! they are ; and the blaze which 
dazzles my sight must be the reflection of 
the sun upon their arms. Oh, my mo- 
ther, but behold that sight, and thy heart 
will throb like mine. 

Septimia, shaking her head with a me- 
lancholy smile, yielded to entreaties; and 
rising, leant forward to take a view of 
this admirable object, when— iustantly 
the hue of death spread itself over her 
countenance— - again she looked and 
strained her sight with looking, and a 
faint shriek issued from her lips. Ere 
the terrified Zenobia could learn the 
cause, their litter was stopped by Caleb, 
who addressing Septimia — pointed up- 
ward, saying, there stands your brother, 
waiting for ye to joia him,; we are to re- 
main here till farther orders. 

Septimia raised her eyes* — there indeed 
stood Elkanah on the brow of a high 
hill.*— She hesitated, but now convinced, 
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inost fatally, that she was entirely in his 
power, she slowly quitted the litter, and 
leaning on Zenobia, ascended the emi- 
nence. On joining Elkanah, Zenobia 
saw that it was the wish of her mother 
she should retire, and therefore, of her 
own accord, quitted them, wandering for- 
ward a few paces. — She could not avoid 
however looking back, and on perceiving 
that her mother was weeping bitterly, 
she wonld have flown again to her, had 
not Septimia, who guessed her intention, 
waved her hand as desirous of her ab- 
sence. — She tamed away, and walked 
&lowly on. 

The long ridge of mountains on the 
slope of which she was standing seemed 
to form a circle, having but one opening, 
and that towards the south ; still she 
continued walking until arrived at the sum- 
mit, when a thick grove of palms, which 
intercepted the view into this vast am- 
phitheatre, abruptly ceasing, she beheld 
Oh what were the emotions of Zeno- 
bia at that instant! unprepared, unap* 
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prized, unknowing— 'having travelled *q 
Long through so vast a ; desert, which 
she now. clearly saw spread far ou every 
$±de into the distant horizon, except at 
the east, where it seemed hounded by a 
river— whajt was? her ^maspemeat on 
looking dowaward, to heboid a large, ex- 
tensive^, magnificent city ! — its walls and 
fortifications stretching to the foot of 
the surrounding mountains— -pillars, co- 
lumns, triumphal arches, eolannittie^ pa* 
laces, and temples* all of white, and 
mostly of polished' marbi?, on which the 
last rays ;of the son seemed to Kager as if 
to satisfy her astonished gazey^At- the 
fiurst glance, the first look aroand* she 
could, not be mistaken, she could not be 
deceived, and Elkanah and Septimia had 
hut jnst time ta reach her, when in a 
transport of surprise, wonder, $ud admi- 
ration she exclaimed aloud, Palmyra 1 
Palmyra in the desert. 

Elkanah stopped and looked amazed, 
when Septimia, guessing his thoughts, 
faintly answered, There is not a city in 
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the wot Id that she doe* not kww its $ft&T 
ation, origin, and present state^tben to 
Zehahia, ami now my child whfrt dots jig 
appear to thee ? — Speak, said BlkanW> 5 
bow appears, to jfcbee this, thy native ckp 
The aetoiikbnmfct and rsptiw* of Z*04? 
bia at this injbdligeoce -waff b*irodte»9» , 

-Myi native city ! aud a shower of te^rs 
bedewed her fece'~~this ibc plftee that 
gave roe birth! Oh, Iftiei aa if I bad 
frond a second mother 1 and she*. throw 
herself into, the arm* of Septi*H*,-*~Qh 
my mother, thanks, thanks for cow^al- 
iag it [from »e, the transport of this mo- 
ment could \n*tf have otherwise been 
estjoyed ;. then twining towards . it, ajarf 
bonding eUwawardis Palmyra ! phe*riwl> 
the gift vof Solomon ! tbo» hea*rt*o«# 
gem dropped by the pilgrim on the waste I 
an I thy ciiW, thy ckwen ?— I aw* wd 
froin this hour adopMhee *a myjewwr* 
a«d($he wepft anew, 

l.JMBjr* brother, whispered Septimia, thort 
who art governed by. omens and presages, 
what aayest than to this i Zonobia. lite* 
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rally weeping over Paliriyra. . They are 
tears of joy, replied he in a low voice. 
Moreover I mark her words, never has 
she heard the oracles concerning herself, 
yet at the first sight of it, she usurps au- 
thority and adopts it as her own, uncon- 
scious that Palmyra must adopt her* 

Never, never, replied Septimia, I have 
now agreed to thy wish of permitting her 
one sight of this interesting spot, do thou 
now perform thy promise and return with 
us to Armenia, there to live and die* 

Such is my determination, replied 
Elkanah (Oh man of deceit), but I must 
no longer delay imparting the purport of 
these dispatches to the senate,, and re- 
ceiving fresh orders, relative to the 
northern cities; thou canst not stay with* 
out the walls, as the watch will, at sun- 
set, take possession of these heights, we 
can enter at the Syrian gate, and ye rest 
this night at my house, unseen and unmo- 
lested; ere to-morrow's dawn we will quit 
the city, and resume our journey ; nay, 
my sister he not thus inflexible, indulge 
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Zenobia with one sight, however short of 
the interior of >hec native placer and she 
will catty the f cherished idea- to he*' 
retreat without a Irepining^vish. i 

As Elkqnah spake purposely aloud, 
Zenobia heard evbry^word, and never .Jet , 
did ber.rinde appear so pleasing in her f 
eyes ; ; she ^determined not ; to < biass i her 
mother evten. by a look, yet it was natural , 
to enquire Septimials intention* by her 
countenance, and when Zenobia turned 
ber 6yes upon her mother, those of hei*, 
mother ever met her "8. ; 

Be it so, said Septiraia sighing deeply. 
She could say no more, interrupted by ( 
the ardent embrace of her daughter, and. 
in silence tbey descended into the plain ' 
where they had left Caleb with, the* 
guides, the servants, and the litters.— 
They entered- theirs, and proceeded to- 
wards a valley to the right.-— To Septimia 
all was familiar, but Zenobia watched 
every object with intent earnestness; on 
each side of this valley, she perceived 
many, square towers of. considerable 

vol. i. * ? 
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bright), wiritfosfee was iirformtd were ae- 
pafch wb^-*A, noble laxjmedrtct^ that sev *ed 
toucan wjr neater to* Palmyra next attracted . 
her notice, and ro, reaching the end of 
the valley v *to* maahtoiM opaniiig? on 
eirh ^dethe cil)y wa^ wbollytdiscovcafod; 
Bikanah ; bere oomnieded as halt, wish*- 
ing* witr to* enter tmtfl dash, and .the 
company gathering togethuy rcmaibed 
ceneeftlbd among a duster of trees: at the 
foot af ** mountain* Zonobio repriced^ 
thai* (heir pro§p«atu»^ «r 

it enabled ber to take) a better, mm of. 
the! outside of the to war ;^ sba-saw; various 
parties of soldiers leave th& posterns ami 
aoeandiitti military order the senrandtag 
btightswshe; saw torches at ail tfeeaigaad 
posts, and abore the castle: to thai rights 
mighty* flame appear* life a* bnnfag 
standard waving in: the wind* 
' All these motiora mere attentively ob* 
seized by Bikanah and Ms friends* who, 
\vlrilsttiiey wartchdd them^ addl^eed eaeb 
dther m a low voke.— The dbastronsiinr 
tftlltgeocey remarked Cakb, hath already 
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arrived* as these ^fen^ire prtpparatfonaf 
seem t^deeUre ; { ^adrift* u*titaow>>bad 
fl8fer spoken far Caleb* bed ne*et q«MK 
tinned. Blkjaftabr-kKwr jpt*ff then tfcr swv 
prise of Septimia to hear hart aak witk- 
impatience? of tltofe- aw>ad r eobeefaing 
aU> sfce;s&w» — Whafcwa* the purpose- *£ 
these Ugfctsi? Why were *oMiei* posted} 
a*<tb*i pim> aadro€ wbatfifctmfe *B»)thfch 
iateUsgeaeft? Fdrrthefirsft titnei sineeJiMr 
huntb, SeptkoM harshly cheeked; bet 
daughter, remafkingh— Stfth affaire eoa- 
ceraaot Wr+-woji*ft beve.no part in th* 
managejaaent of sUtea and warfare* Wok^ 
men may not, mattered Elkatifth* butt % 
qpeen must* the» taming to hiirtrfcwj<lt* 
ordered them to prooeed,~-They garaedr 
the «ratk pasters — Elhanah adfeoieedk 
before the refit, atod* spake tor hint wfcto 
guarded fit— the- <k*rf\v&& opened, .anfd<oa«h 
by; 4>q& adnaktfcd, it closed efrer them* 

OhPaknym! coaJdsktbotthaveknowiv 
ytfxy *&f that h$u e»te*ed thy walls! 
-^T<roy,bad a'CafcsaJwfcatDrw&rnher e(f 

• ■* 158289B 
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her fete ;. but thoil, Palmyra, hadst no 
prophetess to cry forth in thy behalf — 
Shirt, shut thy gates ! for in the shape of 
heavenly youth and beauty, ruin and de- 
stiniction enters ! 

The bars, as they fell across the pos- 
tern; and the chains, as they rattled when 
bung athwart it, struck cold to the heart • 
df Septitoia: but filled that of Zenobia 
ifrith various and contending emotions — 
sWgrasped the firm of her mother until 
separated by Elkanah, who, taking each 
tftider liis own cafe, left Caleb to dispose 
of their guides and attendants, and Ma- 
riam to follow. Septimia stole a con- 
scious look around, ateVery Well known 
object, bftt when she passed the palace of 
;Antiochus !— -several lights were seen at 
different parts of the city, but that ap- 
peared a blaze of light : as Elkanah, 
holding their hands, passed through his 
artn, strode hastily along, ' she : gave one 
lingering look behind, and in a portico of 
the palace, illuminated by lamps and 
torches, saw an assembly of men in deep 
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and anxious debate/ one of whom she 
fancied was Antiocbus. 

All that Zenobia witnessed, at that 
honr^ made an impression never effaced-r- 
the different groups of passengers in the 
streets, the doors thrown open, people 
walking to and fro as at noon-day: but 
that which pleased her most, was the 
dqlightful security and confidence in 
each other that open doors seemed to 
imply, and this which pleased the inexpe- 
rienced Zenobia, was the pause of extreme 
alarm to both Elkanah and Septum^; 
they well knew, that. when the Palmy- 
renians were in no dread of one another, 
they were in dread of a foreign enemy-r 
they could see that the whole city woce 
an appearance of alarm — vague sentences 
were caught of, Most true ! the senatje 
meets to-morrow! Where are thegenei;als? 

£}kanah, as he passed along, re- 
marked a figure, standing pensive and 
alone, against one of the pillars of the 
. temple of Adrian, whpm, on a nearer 
approach, he saw by the glare of a pass- 
f3 
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Aug ftonch was Orodds ; two or Utree <&- 
tizens hd observed, -near iVfc$pasiari*s ; arth, 
j$p0aking with the mm&st *dliemencei 
-others roaming abcmt fhestttetfts, ^seeking, 
*ytft>when ifnet, regardless *f«eadi other; 
-m rracBntilo0k/»afi ansiofts voice, an heii* 
ttatirfg Jpatte, >a lotortftifleft ^jttfry seemed 
*o pfcwade >e*ef^ class, anfl illappeareB 
<4oifeteiwatifeb and suspense. 

At fengffi ihe^ ^reached the inanskm 
•tff 'Mkfchah, here the floors Were riJso 
^tfhkftjr open, *hey entered,, and enrery 
♦apartment *bttt one was deserted, in ?ftts 
-fttey fbfanti *an a&eB female domestic, 
inborn Blfcanab Ordered to attetfti upon 
ifcptftmkt and fcfcr flangfcter. SSepiimfia 
-wotild *ha Ve spoken, bot'the wily Blkamrh 
<fttaft*ly disengaging : hitnsdF, and kUTeat- 
*feg >hefr f to t*fce- refreshment and tepose, 
Ifcat Ae might %e uWe 'by brack of day 
"to resume Ae journey, abruptly quitted 
tfee room, and wWh rapid strides, leaving 
%is feonse, went towards Adrian's *tem- 
»ple, where, intbesaine'spOt, and in the 
tame attitude* excepting that his lace 
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<^vn»w wrapj^YiH hfogovpi, Aeifooqd 
Orodes; 

S&pthnia, 4s tooetftinraed <bjr viofeucp, 
Mtt^motioqless, 'and o«*y intiowfepl 40 
weep «boad«itly*: tattm' few femurs <bb«k, 
and she thoiigfrt bentftf leagues "distant 
from Pata$t% *tod n*w to *e 'betieaih 
lwr>bretJie^^o#P! <*ithinHi*fe# paces of 
%er Jhwbafflrd^ *hus 'i*a*n dnvdkwtar%, 
yet ef ber ewn aeeord, 'to >dhe ^fwtfeipfee 
*$be «o much dreewfed, 4\re 'could <«riy 
weep; itntl Zettofeia *e$pwthjg hertiar- 
tows, though &e 'knewnfot <thtft*her»dlf 
ores the fatal range, tfo*bo*e'toTB*ke en- 
quiry. '> • ■ L ' . 

Thas passed three Iragsrittg hours, 
and Zendbia had hut just 'Obtained hfer 
mother's -coiwetrt to Retire to Test, and 
was with Mariam assisting ber to »nn- 
<hres*, When 'the door was thrown open, 
ttiidiEf&aiifih again entered, his 3 lo#k »and 
*tep muusueflly animated and . hurried. 
We^mistdefer our journey, he said; the 
enate asseniMe by brerik of day, -end I 
am summoned to attends deliberations 

F4 
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! .ye cauriot quit thef city, but under my pro- 
tection — here then remain, my sister, in 
privacy and concealment, and at dusk 

-prepare to renew the journey ; the. delay 
is not only unavoidable, but necessary to 
repair thy strength, and render thee 
better able to bear more fatigue. 

• . All this wa$* spoken rapidly in order 

. to check the murmuring? of S^ptimia, 
and .when be. perceived that she saw re- 
signation ,was her only resource, he seated 

- himself by Zenobia, and thus addressed 

. her, with his accustomed severity of look 

.and baishness of voice, slowly dwelling 
on each word. 

Thou must quit this city, JZenobia, 
and return with thy mother, to thy soli- 
tude in Argienia, apd there live happily, 
there enjoy uninterrupted health and 

, p;ospprity;.;thou mayst, tljere wed, and 
if hlessed with offspring, tjhey may also 

, be prosperous and fy^ppy; their children 
likewise may be equ ally, ))\essed . - Let tJjy 

.daughters aqcl th^r female children be 
ever named softer thee^ t tjiftf the name. <?f 
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Zenobia may never die. As he spake; 
the enthusiasm of his subject and hidden 
intention gave a fire and energy to his 
look, Which was qnickly caught hy his 
youthful hearer ; he perceived it, and in- 
stantly took advantage of her rising emo- 
tion by adding. Thou wilt ask wherefore 
this exordium, and it is right that thoij 
shouldst be satisfied. . Know then, that 
shortly a%r thy birth, it was spoken by 

the oracle* at Balbec Holdl hold J 

cried Septimia, in mercy hold !-r-Tbg}t 
•oracle decreed, continued Elkanah, rais- 
ing his voice, though neither I, nor thou, 
nor any of our faith, should put belief in 
such delusions — and lie looked reproach- 
-folly at his sister — that thy fate/ Zenobia, 
and that of this city, Palmyra, was Que, 

He paused, and even* bis cold and 
selfish heart was touched at the emotiopi 
which his words had created— an emo- 
tion of mingled wonder, pride, tender- 
Bess, and sensibility. Predictions, , con- 
tinued Elkanah, averting his countenance, 
are often fulfilled, because predicted, 

F5 



Tfcfe <ei*p, tbongh' peopled by<ate&rtore 
bf *Pfcgans, Jews, and Christians, is yet a 
heathen city, a Roman province-: kpi»- 
prilartion and that of ^PalmyreiTc 'k thirty 
tfr one a* >farrotar of the heathen ; «hfe 
tttscle <is therefore net to be slighted, 
fhtlctfyf* tot present thinks thee dead^tro* 
fe fetaJtelo weaving 'been given to Home, 
f/he expects tfee stroke, and appeAi* to 
wait for it whh the humility of <t dl**e 
♦crouching -at the feet of the ^Persian, 
j mthmit 'making one cftibrt to defend her- 
self; since thy loss they conceive 4he»- 
*&Ves predestined to mm, and will not 
wise a hand to save 4&gir Oettiftry. 

Perceiving that Zenotta wassiboatto 
suggest his oWfc design, he imposed «i- 
Ictoce/tott'eetrthraed^ 

It is my intention therefore to save 
: PaJtnyra- When 4htm fcttd ifcy mother 
are restored to : thy retreat ttt Zaantba, I 
^hali rettim %itiier,^wd make'kfcownftfaat 
ttrcta ttft still living;; *tfefcs convinced of 
thy^exfetenee and *afefy, ffcey wtil&HUe 
from the dbjeet fetbwrgy in Which Any 
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are^at presewt ^phaged, £nd ,by> prudence 
aod valwr^P^tpply df^wdi;^ir t cou»tiy 
from the iawd^r, ,but -Attache him with 
success : peace ,sacaw}, industry *&d 
eomroeiiae will ^gaap wise their aowde* 
jedted :heads, aod asdeqg-pa the name iqf 
XeBobia»$b^lwi#t, P^myra^UUJoWAh. 
#e paused* be brakpd *£ ^eoobife 
»dba*dly could che master his esuteticyot 
a*d triumph ; he !$w be h*d f gaiped ,btp 
.«*etfy msb* and h*d i«ow «o loqgerauy 
thing toicfread from^influeupe qf hj* 
«wter. $epti*^woulda#iHiftw»ve spokaflb 
*ad represented, that ;roben .Autioqhus 
Joiew :fri$ rdftughtfiff *wepe ftlhfo h*e ^ot}lfl 
<Iawn bei^tbftt**b«ii ,the .Falo^epiwc* 
«iwi)e toW jbeir idql wj^re ia *xistw«9, 
they would force her.to^iwell mi%h Jtfcw. 
j£3fca*ah had thoroughly ffccftigpUibffll 
his purpose for that njght, Wfd now<tfi- 
ii«iudiqg jSqatimia that .the >bpuse they 
•«f*«e tfrcfc ,iu 4^s,har^and^^i^g4hiWK 
.to .be veady for rt heir jpuyp^y^o Arpjsjua 
fy theawt^euu^^^ 
-«*itt*d th0*partn!i9j& 
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Thfe [faculties if Zenbbia seemed to 
have bean -affected by the arta'of magic ; 
she saw not her uncle's departure,' she 
saw not her mother at her skfc — she 
heard not the pathetife voiee whisperings 
My child ! nor felt the tender arms which 
•drew' her gently to ' a bosom filled with 
anguish and with Sorrow unutterable. 
Zenobift, my cbiW t was again repeated, 
and accompanied by the softest caressed 
suchf only as a mother can give, a daugh- 
ter receive. Zenobia remained unmoved, 
and what could Septiraia more than caress 
and weep ?-^Weep on, Septimia, and ve>- 
•lieve thy agonizfed breast; thou hast e*b- 
joyed fifteen years of uninterrupted hap- 
piness, but ' those are numbered : thou 
•gavest thine offspring an heathen father, 
and from that source have thy present 
'sorrows their rise. 

Y The mofri appeared, and still found 
the citizens of Palmyra assembled in the 
streets. When does the senate meet? 
'enqnired one.— JJy day-break, replied his 
neighbour. — Elkanah is arrived, ex- 
claimed another; I saw him last night 
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go into the house of Orodes, where most 
of the senators were assembled, to n^hom 
be gave letters which he had received 
when escorting two female relatives to 1 - 
wards Judea. 

Here a fourth citizen accidentally pass- 
ing, stoppedto enqnire was the news con- 
firmed.— Not a doubt remains, said Caleb, 
who now joined the party. Valerian, the 
Roman emperor, having rescued Antioch, 
imprudently ventured into Mesopotamia, 
where, betrayed by that Egyptian sorcerer, 
his bosom friend Macriatras, he was deli- 
vered up to the Persian king, and is now a 
•prisoner in chains at Ctesiphon. — Thus 
$he Roman empire is no more, said one of 
the group; the wise, the excellent Vale- 
rian, succeeded by his son, the wretched, 
cruel, abandoned Gallienus, now pnr em- 
peror ! every barbarous nation around us 
is rising to shake off the Roman yoke, 
and we are threatened by the Persian. . 

Where is Odenathus, Heraclian, ". Bar 
lista, Zabdas ? euquired several voices.*-*- 
Immaterial where, replied one among 
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litem, isiitee not Art Ealjraysa. (Here 
troops within and without our walk, bat 
aeetnkigly »*t one conunaiWtfr? with skifl. 
^enough to inspire the soldier iwith tefffif- 
deuce ; our fortifications having been 
neglected these last ten years, are fer from 
being in the best state of defence ; on* 
senators differ among e*ch other— sonwe 
we for treaty,, cithers for war; aad oar 
whole city appears as a fascinated hirfl 
dropping mto the j^ws of the basilisk. 

Btang informed by Caleb, that the 
senators were assembled in the court cjf 
the Temple of the Sun, where sacrifiae 
had already been performed, they repaired 
Either, and found Ahtiochus haranguittg 
4ftat august body, imt nobler, sojdisss, 
citizens, and people, all appeared* autiea 
4ud dejected. 'Caleb, on perceiving -BJ- 
kanah among vtfee > crowd, went up to hint, 
and whispering, enquired bad Septimia 
consented. The only reply Kikmrafc 
.made was fixing his eyes on^the amaH door 
•of an ardhway at the further eud of rthe 
t; k opened, and>a feiat>gKm«er ^Jf 
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wKte 'appeared at the entrance. Tbeeyds 
of all blowing those of Elkanab, a nwu> 
mur iitf enquiry -arose, which Anfeioohos 
speedily satisfied. 

The priestess of Apollo and Hytrca- 
srins, by order of the senate, this day lead 
«i a solemn (virgin procession to offer 
-sacrifice at his altars.; ene they enter tfae 
temple, let tbem lie well instructed in the 
-oatnre of their prayer— >let them he tdld 
«to .strive and avert the wrath of heaves, 
by restoring Valerian to his liberty and 
throne, and by sating us both from Gal* 
Hernia and Sapor. 

The adtice of Antiocbos was ad4pte$, 

-tad idie 'priestess, informed of their de- 

aire, (instead of asoemtuig the st€*ps **f the 

temple, stopped in the .oreirt. The ,popn- 

ifaktion <jf Palmyra seemed to-be assembled 

^trtiris spot; the men, through respect to 

the sacred procession, bowing with ve- 

»eaJatk>n, nnd the wwmen, matrons, wives, 

and tropins imm all covered mssebstpmaify 

wtthrtheir Tefls, and ithese, as mourning 

the doss of Valerian, were *nifonuJy 
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black. Silence ' being commanded, Am- 
tiachns arose, bis words, his voice, his 
countenance alike sad and desponding. - 

Monro ! mourn, ye virgins ! ye wives 
and matrons, mourn ! ye children, lift up 
your infant voices in lamentation for the 
great, the good Valerian in captivity*! 
put up your prayers with tears to the 
gods that they may break his Persian 
chains, apd restore him to his people.— »- 
If ;kings are thy delegates on earth, O 
Jupiter, king of gods and men ! avenge 
the' cause of this ; let his sighs come unto 
thee — pity his age, and restore him to 
freedom. Look down upon this devoted 
city, now a defenceless prey to surround- 
ing enemies ; for the arm of protection is 
far away; and may be intercepted-^-send 
hither our protectors, O Jupiter \ nor let 
us also become, with Valerian, captives 
to Persia. 

He said no more, the priests drew 
near, the victim was slaughtered and 
examined, and a cry of despair follow* 
ed the inauspicious ceremony. Mourn* 
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mourn, ye Palinyrenians, added Hyrca- 
nias, for destruction is your doom,— la- 
. ment, for the hour so long prophecied is 
come,— hope no more, for your fate. is 
sealed.. . 

He ceased, — when instantly, one step- 
ping from the crowd shouted aloud, Re- 
joice, ob Palopyrenians ! Rejoice ! Sj»g 
praised to our gods oh ye women of Pa}- 
. myra ! for >s&fftty, honour, and prosperity 
is ours ! AU eyas were turned upon the 
speaker, — it w&s Orodes ; who springing 
on the pedestal of a column, clung to }t 
with . one arm, whilst the other W^s 
stretched forth, as he exclaimed, Pal in y- 
renians ! our sun, it is true, did set, hut 
it is &ga\n rjsen, — our fate, did seem .ftjted, 
bat.it again fluctuates,— your pride, ygtfr 
boast, your glory, your idol, liv$s. , ..:_- 

A cry, an agonized cry. was h$ar,<jl, 
and the garment of Orqdes seized by one 
among, the hundreds of females as^qib^. 
Elkanah sprang, for ward, and to frim sfce 
said in , suffocating sobs, Oh wretched 
dupe that I am ! is thig thy pyomi$e H— • 
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-this *t(he rttnrn rthou matkest me r fbw<ltr 
pending on tby word? 

AH were amassed, but tbe soul *f 
Antibcfrus alone was rowed to 1 mow than 
consternation or amazement. Thatvoioel 
be exclaimed, «o like the voice of Sep* 
•timia, of my M»ife ! Gould I believ*>that it 
were possible. — Be convinced, said Efka* 
Bah — and at that moment Elkanatvtbrew 
*off all disguise, When with a dariogliaud 
he tore 'the veil from "the face of *hie 'sis- 
ter* Reproach not 'me, he Gried,—*fh0U 
^betrayedst thyself: hafctet Ihou remained 
-silent, cotild thy 'htrtband have known 
-thee among hundreds of women here 
gathered, clothed alike in <Wbi*e and 
mourning? To hcr^igb of, Perfidious! 
lie added, Andwhy accuse »me of pefffidy? 
—have i deceived <tkee ? Thy wish 'was 
Co enjoy for « few years the right* and 
pleasures <)f a motherland hast thou 
not enjoyed them fifteen years? Nw 
3ea*n that a father, an 0*H*le,a. ewatry, 
have also their claims, Whfch most and 
^hallbe satisfied. 
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'Oh my brother ! cried Septiqpfia, forced 
•now to acknowledge, that bis wards in 
rpaFt -ifcei* »tr»e. Antiachus eagerly ap~ 
.proacb^ he*, hut aware &f public deco- 
j?utt», contend himself ifchb supporting 
her linking form upon hi$ arm* whilst 
jfaett of *he senators crowded round 
Xv income ibja'; return . Noble Septiroia, 
*aid they, thy brother hath acted wisely 
infringing thee for shelter to Palmyra*; 
Jfor-seefi iwillitheopQnf country he overrun 
Jby<the enemy, whilst #gr wstfj* whwre- 
j*a*retl, may protract* or with the aj&ia- 
^nae*tf tfaegpds, avert purloin. 

tEktf why, demanded a senator, why 
*tire we to ;r<yoicers© extravagantly <at the 
preservation t *nd rjatarti of tbte wife <*f 
Antek^ws ? . Though this with : jtfhw 
.Syrian matrons, was indeed our. boost, 
OQiv 3*r i*te, y*t ravar was she o*r idol, 
I epafce not of tbejwife of Afctiochii*, Wr 
4*rared Grades, butfof his daughter*— <*f 
tfee daughter of An tioob us and SepttouA. 
jUiwrorsal *ilanee fallowed, and among 
ihe thousands assembled, apt a motion 
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appeared, they stood as if expecting 
that the next words of Orodes would 
pronounce their final doom. Orodes still 
keeping his elevated station, pointed to 
Elkanah, and the tide of sight thus 
changed, Elkanah prepared to speak. 

With pompous and affected solem- 
nity, having fixed their attention,— -I, as 
an Hebrew, said he, can put no faith in 
or aides, but as a citizen of Palmyra, 
mu$t ever be deeply interested in her wel- 
fare. Recal to mind your oracle of Bal- 
bec. I need not ask if ye remember it, 
for it was engraven on every Palmyre- 
nian heart— engraven on your temples/ 
on your obelisks, your porticoes, and 
other public edifices. The words were - 
woven in your garments, wreathed in 
jrcftir furniture, carved on your hearths, 
your beds. Many years are now passed, 
arid tile anniversary of that day has been 
* lost 4ay throughout the province. Busi- 
.ne&' neglected, amusements suspended, 
mourning universally displayed'. Sixteen 
years back, ;\vhen yonder temple of the 
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Sfin, thronged to snffotiation, was filled 
with votaries,; and every ipillar hang with, 
life, the second oracle : thus' spake*— 
c She shall live, bat will forsake* my altar 
for that of the^Sod of Abraham.' Then 
did that * man,: Antiochps, ; the father of: 
Palmyra's ;iddl, clad i a black and despair,, 
rush to thfe fedt of Apollo, and fling fifom. 
his arms the dead body of an infant;'***; 
which infant, before ye all I take ray 
God to witness, was the newly-deceased) 
offspring of one of myfreed-raen'ajwives,[ 
both of whom are here present, artiamr 
now at liberty to swear to the truth. It 
was my contrivance, for I do nothing h 
dare not acknowledge, and hereafter 
when called upon by the senate, I will 
make known my motives. .i 

.* Orodes perceiving that the impatience, 
eff the people would not suffer them lon- 
ger to listen ,to tberBarfative of Elk an ah,, 
tbns deliberately dropped word by word,; 
exclaimed aloud, , Palmyreniahs ! $hp 
lives 4 While we mourned over that 
spurious> infant, the real infant lived. 
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Nursed, roared; and educate*}, by ltd fond; 
adoring mother, in the deepest solitudes 
of Armenia, it grew and flourished: An. 
Hebrew, 'tis true ; but did nob die oradle 
foretel she should.be tlm$^protvid«d she 
live and prbsper, let u* not regard ait 
what altar she worships. GonW ye but 
seeker as I have !-^skilIed in languages 
and science,, preferring! Palmyra to the 
whole world, of beaoty incomparable, 
of stature majestic, far exceeding any 
present, the. simplicity ofr early youth 
joined to, the experience off age ;. ptossess* 
iiig grace, dignity, virtue— bul: judge* 
yourself*-— behold Zeoobia ! 

At the instant, her veili accidentally 
felling, she stood revealed to every eye. 
The glowing blush, that had risen be- 
neath it y at hearing herself thus extolled, 
bad not yet forsfckeri her cheek; and 
her humid eyes ■ still sparkled witli bliss, 
at this foil <20»firniation that she was thus 
idolized by a great, a generous nation! 
During BtkanahVspeech she had asdend- 
ed a few steps of the temple,, in ordevt*' 
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banea better view of the people, at first 
wholly, unconscious that &he was the 90b- : 
jeor of ht^ <fecoHr$e, afcd thus rawed; 
abova all head*, she appeared a breathing 
statocrof beauty, chastened by, majesty* 

The ferment that followed that long 
aodawfal pause of astonishment, jfapflire, 
and admiration, which i this disclosure och* 
cammed, . appeared oat as ordinary joy,, 
but the very . fraasy of delight, . The ac- 
claomtianS) the shouts, the press forward*, 
the nrota<aL emhracings — they fell; pros- 
trate^ ready to tear up* the pavement with) 
their baads^ they ran wildly to and fhv 
them Stopped^ again to look upon bar— 
Zeoobxa'! was the cry ; Zenobia ! echoed; 
from hill tor bill, and the air was filled, 
with Jtbe .transporting sound. Their mad- 
nees-t&en taking a new turn,, unablei lon- 
ger to strain their voices, they flew to. 
warlike instruments, and the loud blast 
of triumph wa& accompanied by ten thou- 
sand- voices* 

Had not Elk ^nah with captions pru* 
delete taken chaise of Zenobia^ leaving 
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Septirhia to the lare of Oroiies, and led 
her to anetfclofced area, be would have 
bbetf<Jfre$&ed t<i *teath ; for the people riot 
during to approach their divinity, sought 
to bestow ' on him their tokens of »giati- 
t&deand affection . * .5 

• ; '! Antibchus, who it shcrald sbem was 
most coirce^ned in these events, appeared 
thfc least* WhoJly forgotten, Ije remained 
alone in the temple courts . as one thun- 
derstruck, every faculty overwhelmed. 
Sometime after, he looked around, and still 
found himself alone, not a being even in 
sight ; for the multitude were gone in an 
impetuous torrent to his palace, whither 
Elkanah had been forced to lead Septimia 
and Zenobia, m preference to his, own 
dwelling; the senate having declared, 
that henceforward the wife and daughter 
of Antiochus . could live : n© where but 
under his own roof. 

- The people as if dreading tolose sight of 
her even for a few hours, cried out as the 
door was closing, Turn, oh Zenobia, .and 
look once more upon us !— she did, with 
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that eakfe arid uhabafcbed dignity which 
proved she was born to rfeeeive homage* 
Haric I said one* She speaks — yet ttot a 
mitntanr btoke the air. Oa hearing these 
words, she strovb to address* them, but 
timidity then for the first time^dmtaoned* 
appeared in het 1 cheek, clad in bkfsbes* 
Orodes taking: advantage of the general 
siletoce which followed* declaimed altetd 
••—Her titters are preparing, and to-mor- 
row she departs with tor mother fair 
ArmennL 

Universal tumtilt and confusion eft* 
sned : the litters were fcubd, dragged 
ferwrtrd, arid clashed to atoms, the ca- 
mels secured, and the guides foiled to 
take refage in the neighbouring houses 2 
such the blirtd fury of soifie^ 1* fcile Others 
ran to close and fasten the gates of the 
city. Septimia by a motion of her hand, 
commanded attention ; Palmyrenians 1 
can ye keep Zenobia against bet will ? 
The body indeed ye may detain awhile, 
but the spirit, through vesfraint? will 
vol. i» e 
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pine, and seek its freedom in tbe refogt 
of another region. 

The idea she held ont rouzed them 
to madness, which the terrified Septimia, 
now fatally convinced that she must sub- 
mit, wisely, and at the moment, suppres- 
sed, by adding, Fellow citizens, from this 
honr to thsg of my death, I quit not 
Palmyrene, and Zenobia will never for- 
sake me, nor my ashes. Another shout 
echoed through tbe firmament, and Sep- 
timia ! was the cry. As the door was 
closing she turned to her daughter, and 
encouraged her to speak to them. . 

Sleep in peace, said Zenobia, addres- 
sing the multitude, hereafter sleep in 
peace, for your stolen palladium is re- 
stored. They listened to the sound of 
her voice, they watched the closed door, 
and from that moment noise, tumult, and 
extravagant sounds of joy died away; a 
low stifled murmur of delight succeeded ; 
tears were not shed by women alone, nor 
the soft sigh of sensibility breathed alone 
by virgins. 
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Antiochus shortly after passed un- 
noticed through the dispersing multitude. 
He was challenged by the guard near his 
palace as one unknown, and trembled as 
he ascended the steps of his own door. 
Cold, doubtful, and irresolute, his feel- 
ings tinctured by anger and indignation 
at all that had passed, he stood pondering 
on the threshold. Enter Antiochus ! en- 
ter—banish all distrust, and jealousy and 
hatred — delay not — lose not the blissful 
moment of re-union — give and receive 
forgiveness, and be convinced that the 
ties of nature are the ties of God. 
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BOOK III. 



ARGUMENT. 

Beneftciat effects of Zmobias return to Palmyra- 
Tie arrival of Odenpthus— Messengers sent to 
Sapor tfu Persian Kimg % requesting his friend- 
ship and alliance—The remarks of Zenobia on 
Odenhthus 9 pronouncing 'his deceased wife's fune- 
ral oration—Marcus Terentius, a soldier, con- 
demned to deatfr—Zenobia eaves him — Longinu* 
instructing Zenobia— They are joined by Odena-- 
tkus and Antiochus—The latter repair to t/ie 
Senate House— An insolent and hostile answer ie 
reccivejd from Sapor— Qdenathu* aad his armies 
sent against Persia:. 



Ye men of subtle policy, are your se- 
veral views likely to succeed ? Verily, 
$aid EJkanah, the Jewish faith will yet 
spread through the East, and our scattered ' 
6 3 
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people be again a nation. Palmyra truly 
shall now be free, exclaimed Orodes, and 
become the emporium of the world. The 
path is marked out that leads to a throne, 
mused Antiochus, though not for myself, 
for my offspring : be my Zen obi a and 
her children raised to empire, I die con- 
tented. 

As Elkanah and Orodes had foreseen, 
the restoration of Zenobia, (the beauteous 
Armenian dove of peace and safety) 
effected an entire revolution among- the 
Palmyrenians : no longer careless of 
themselves, their families, and country, 
they instantly with ardour joined in plac- 
ing their city in a state of defence. The 
patriotic spirit over-ran the province, and 
hi a few days Palmyrene and its capital, 
defied the approach of the invader. 

Time rather strengthened than abated 
their adoration of Zenobia; her religion 
was thought not of, or rather they as 
well as Antiochus submitted to what was 
considered the will of Apollo, and saw 
her tread in the steps of her mother with- 
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out one attempt to recal her to those of 
her paternal ancestors. By her own de- 
sire she was henceforward excluded from 
public view ; and the people satisfied that 
sbe never quitted their walls, respected 
her retirement. 

Though Antiochus, when he considered 
himself childless, had wantonly boasted 
that he would on demand have given his 
offspring in sacrifice to his gods, now that 
he knew what it was to be a father, would 
have suffered death rather than risked het 
life, more precious to him than his own. 
His hours were devoted to the improve- 
ment of Zenobia in such sciences as w^re 
unknown to Septimia, and the Armenian 
sage, and his fortune lavished to gratify, 
and embellish his distinguished daughter. 
Her education wanted but the finishing 
grace, and to give that grace, so exqui- 
site, so perfect, Longinus was invited 
from Athens. 

Orodes and Elkanah often met on 
their several views in state and religion, 
and a league was formed between them, 
g 4 



which the bleseiog of heaven vas »pvet 
asked to ratify. Ojje secret fUpae-r-^hat 
concerning their respective oracles, bad 
not escaped : though eact rigWy. afts* 
peeled the other* yet nqitber yefttpx^d to 
enquire the truth of Calebs whose society 
w^s often sought by Qpodes, and suffered 
by Elkanah, such the fertility of fits fkncj 
^nd quickness of invention. Unblessed 
by fortune ; and of obscure rank, Caleb 
the Hebrew, had no power to put any 
great design ifi execution, therefore felt 
honoured when Emitted iota the confi- 
dence of those who possessed thrt power* 
Orodes wes standing with Elk^ah ia 
the gateway leading to the wst, wl*e& 
joined by (Caleb, The wife qf Ode?athus 
is no wore, said the latter, and new* is jjast 
arrived tjh^t Ode#athus himself is hourly 
ejected. From whence? demanded 
Orodes eagejly. From Alexa,udrif^— and 
the next moment Caleb arid EUkanah 
were left alon^. They had Jftpt long thus 
remained* when Orodes again appeared 
on horseback— hastily waving his baud 
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te EJkan#b, be rode past them, and spur- 
ring his horse, was soon out of sight. 

]He is goo* t<> meet our general, re- 
marked Caleb: then turning to Elkanah, 
Jpe enquired Concerning the decision of 
tbe senate — was it for war or peaee ? I 
know not, having not yet heard the he* 
said proclaim either, was Elkanah's reply 
as he walked away. Had oar rulers, con- 
tinned Caleb, again joining him, taken 
the advice of Odenathns, the Palmyre- 
jliafts would . have been suffered to pursue 
SejOT ere be reached bis own country, 
and it is «ot yet too late— the associated 
troops am fresh and vigorous, while t^e 
Persian sinks exhausted by the late war 
— bedieve me, this, ere Sapor can raise 
foeflb levies, is the, hour of attack- ~ 
£Ekanah looked upon the dial, and then 
at the shadows in the street, and carefully 
settled the folds of bis sleeves — but his 
mind was at that moment arranging a 
speech he designed to make at the next 
meeting of the people, in which he in- 
tended to exhort them to immediate bos* 
G d 
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tilities, ere Sapor could recruit his ex* 
hausted forces. 

* I wait here, added - the * nevef-*sileut 
-Caleb, for the coming of Odenathus, wil- 
ling to be the first to lead him to the pa- 
lace of Antiochus, that he may see the 
confirmation of the report which Orodes 
doubtless has made him of thy niece 
Zenobia — yet in this metbinks I err, for 
it is most natural that he should first re- 
pair to his own mansion, where lie the 
remains of his deceased wife. Elkanah 
thought otherwise, and slowly strolled 
towards Antiochus's dwelling, leaving 
Caleb still anxiously waiting the arrival 
of Odenathus. Not long did he wait — 
the signal from without was given, and 
the Westeru gate opening, Odenathus, 
Orodes, and Balista, slowly rode in, side 
by side, all engaged in earnest conver- 
sation. 

Caleb ran to meet them — but vain bis 
endeavours to attract the notice of Ode- 
nathus. He walked by the side of bis 
horse, plucked his garment, waved his 
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cap, and called aloud upon his name— 
Odenathus cast only one look npon him, 
and that was mournful and vacant ; that 
of Orodes, who was in the centre, sedate 
and settled, while Balista appeared 
gloomy and dissatisfied.— They rode on, 
until they reached the senate-house, when 
giving their horses to the soldiers who 
followed, they entered, leaving Caleb 
standing without among the crowd. 

Odenathus was received by the sena- 
tors with joy and respect, but conforma- 
ble to the. dignity of the place, his pri- 
vate loss was not mentioned. — As a na- 
tional s object, Zenobia, however, was in- 
stantly spoken of, and all were eager to 
express .the blessed consequences of her 
preservation and return, when to their 
utter surprise and disappointment, Ode- 
nathus listened to them with apathy and 
indifference : one of the senators offered 
to defer the sitting if he wished to repair 
to the palace of Antiochus, and convince 
himself that she far exceeded their warm- 
est praises ; he coolly declined their offer, 
g6 



13S ZHTOBIA* 

and urged them to hasten has comiqifr 
pioD^ as be intended, Ids domestic daties 
over, to return withawt delay to the army. 
Od^na/thns advised war, Imt the seoctte 
fearful that the first defeat would bring 
$aal miu 9 were resolved on offering the 
Peiiakui king terms of peace.— I know 
the man personally, my lords, said Ode* 
nathus, and I beseech ye, not to sue to 
him— rhe mast he scourged, not il&ttered. 
AN that the general urged to stoefigthen 
this advice was disregarded, of which 
when convinced he yielded, though re* 
luctantiy to their determination. — They 
directed him in the name of the province 
to send messengers to Sapor, charged 
with valuable presents, and a letter in 
which the people should excuse them? 
selves from having violated any treaty, 
and humbly entreat a continuance of his 
amity aad alliance* 

The secretary having written die Iet> 
ter, it was handed to Odenatbus, who 
blushed as he perused it.-*~He then de* 
livered up his sword* and bmwipg respect* 
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&Mtf fa their cp*nw#n& <rf watting in 
the city uQftjl foltfcejr or&Wy retired to 
p*»pa«f tfes Y>r/mnte^Jk#w were swh 
as Jfce senate had direct^ nod the same 
l^our be dispatched the nteasengera to 
Persia. 

fVblk ctotfes thus fulfilled, the thoughts 
of Odenathus turned to those of .a dor 
- m^Stip QaAwe.-^His deceased wife was 
burped with suitable honours, and himself 
pronounced far funeral oration. -~* He* 
youth, Jter J^aptjr, early decay, and iuir 
timely <te$th, created universal interest, 
and when he* son, the young Herodian, 
appeared to attend the ceremony, he was 
received with affectionate respect hy all 
ranks of p^opW.— A«tiochus, was one of 
those named to assist Odenathns on the 
ffitfwmiiil occasion, and Septiraia, in ho* 
jww of the deceased, beaded the ma* 
trona- — On their return to the palace, 
they aopght Zenofria, who had declined 
witnessing tbe ceremony, and gently 
Warned her for absenting herself from 
one so interesting a*ul splendid. 
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How sublime the eloquence of Ode- 
nathus, remarked Antiochus, how rich 
his imagination, and how dear to him 
was the deceased ! But little, my father, 
said Zenpbia, as she rose to leave the 
room; her virtues would have been better 
recorded by his sighs, and his grief ex- 
pressed by silence. 

A pause of a few minutes was broken 
by Antiochus, I see, said he, much to 
extol and much to condemn ; that prompt 
decision of opinion is not feminine, and 
yet the angelic softness with which it is 
delivered, takes all asperity away : — her 
judgment is almost too mature for her 
years, though her actions at times are 
childlishly playful*. — She is too conscious 
of the high dignity of her calling, yet 
performs the most submissive offices for 
us. — I have seen her assist the helpless, 
Jnfirm, and the aged, yet not deign to stir 
one step to please the noblest in the city. 

In short, said Septimia smiling, what 
is amiss in her,/is so countervailed by ex- 
cellencies, that it becomes invisible. — 
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Do not raise her aboife rtiortality : replied 
Antiochus: though she is more dear to 
me than life, I see as yet little to wonder 
at, excepting what relates to outward 
figure. — Because, replied Septiniia, the 
outward form is all that thou hast seen— • 
to thee, Antiochus, expect it not, she ne- 
ver will be otherwise, unless, which Hea- 
ven avert! thou shouldst be visited by 
poverty or sickness, or any other distress, 
then will she prove to thee, as I have 
ever found her, a benignant friend, — To 
me, she has been both mother and child, 
and as a mother herself, when that day 
shall arrive, how should she not prove 
exemplary ? 

. . And as a wjfe ? demanded Antiochus 
— Septimia hesitated — there I know not 
what to say— she is gentle in command, 
but .hard to be commanded. — Shall we 
leave her to chuse ? again he asked. No, 
said Septimia, I have heard her remark, 
that in the temple, of the world, women 
were the statues, adorning the compart- 
ments, while, men privileged to stroll 
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through the ajrea, alone had liberty to 
cbtupe and ask; she will never quit her 
station to seleqt, neither be forced upon 
the choice of any— -^be it thy part simply 
to communicate the suit that shall be 
made fa$r her, and be tier's the power to 
accept or to reject. 

Zeaobia had wandered with a bode 
into the gardens of the palace; the heat 
of the day had been great, and for cool- 
ness ajid refreshment, she repaired to a 
fountain half-shaded by budding- aljaond- 
trees. Near this spot was a terrace over* 
looking one of the public squares, whither 
Antiochus, when desirous of gratifying 
the people with a distant sight of his 
daughter, would often prevail on her to 
appear. A door at the ead of the ter- 
race opened into the square, hut never 
quitting the gardens, she scarcely knew 
whither it Jed. 

Whilst seated near the fountain, a 
$u4dea tumult beneath the walls attracted 
her attention, and going to the spot, she 
leaned forward to discover the caqse ; a 
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cfltycqctrce of people were a^vanjcing w 
pidly, of whom enquiring, she wa* a*» 
swei;**}* ^whilst tvfiiy bfiad at aigbt $f her 
bowed lw) that the soldiers were leading 
a crieaii^t to e^epptioq* Jiw»*dia*fiy 041 
3ge4 *PW bpftoqg l&miigh the, crowd, 
fell upon Jii* knees, apd stfet^hiag 094 
h?6 a?ip$ to¥#r4& her, exclaijnfd* It i* 
w>y soja ! Qh f Ziwpbl^ Aon feast *ev#r 
y«jt &#»4 * £*voipr $f the Patoyftflme, 
-^W^t fe fcfc frjffie? femni$4 35*r 
nobia. — Desertion.— A ftddiff tte»?*nt 
A spWier, rpplwd the father, pod 4 brave 
one.— Y<# d^efitl-TT^^ «§>«wy» w rather 
a tr«ac^c#&ftfen^ de^i^d hiw» Whe* 
statipufld at the lanpp of Tfc*p$a<w* 1m 
was told tfcat a fetal accent had be&Um 
me; h* inpplortd laa** <tf ahse^oe f§* 
only afesr hours^^i^ w?is 4£nie(l bfah and 
ha fle4 bopivg <*> r.etqm e*P hia fljgJtt 
could he discovered ; h^t a Persian o& 
the oppose aid? of the rifer saw him 
quit his pQS$ — ady&ptf^e w. iu*tan% 
taken, they for&d the watej at the wrjr 
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spo t - I do not deny his crime ; I only 
a%k his life. 

Who condemns him ? asked Zenobia* 
— Balisla is his general, answered the 
fether.— Now in the city? — The same. 
Oh, my son ! — behold him ! in chains, 
and led to- death. A party of soldiers 
appeared at a distance surrounding the 
culprit, and headed, not by Balkta, but 
Odenathus. Zenobia leaving her station, 
opened the door at the end of the terrace, 
and joined the throng. 

When the military escort arrived at 
the place of execution, it halted, by the 
Command of Meonins, now a centurion 
in his uncle's forces: agreeable to form, 
the soldier's crime was read aloud, and 
sentence was ordered to be performed. 

Strike! cried Meonius. — Hold! ex- 
claimed Odenathus. Is it not enough 
that the man must suffer ? is he to be de- 
nied one last embrace of his afflicted fa- 
ther ?— Poor aged man ! nay, rise— im- 
plore not me; justice must be done. 
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If not for mine, said the father, oh ! 
pardon him for her sake. Odenathus 
followed the direction of his hand* and 
for the first time met the eyes of Zenohia. 
They stood, and long gazed upon each 
ether ; at, length she advanced, saying, 
I know thee not, either personally or by 
name. Surprized at this address, he he- 
sitated what to answer ; the words of the 
old man had at first led him to suppose 
she might be either the wife or the be- 
trothed of Marcus Terentins, the unhappy 
soldier, but that thought on a second 
look immediately vanished. Her extra- 
ordinary beauty and stature both inspiring 
awe — her robes white and floating, clasped 
by a golden zone — her plaited hair en- 
circled by silken fillets — her naked feet 
and arms richly adorned with sandals, 
anklets, and bracelets — her appearance 
proclaimed her to be a woman of the 
first rank ; yet to be thus standing amahg 
the crowd of people and soldiers ! 

Thou knowest me not ! repeated he, 
astonished ; nor I thee, fair virgin— I 
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know. not who tho}i art. Thou art opt * 
priestess, for where is thy veil ? Neither 
«me of our matrons, wives* or daughters, 
fpr such walk Dot thus in the public 
Streets unattended and gaily attired, dfs~ 
ptayiug their beauty to the gun, and theif 
charts to the eyes of men. 

Thy rebvke is just* said Zenobia, 
whoe'er thou art.— I intended no rebuke, 
he repliexl— Nay, deform not thy honest 
frankness by the false arts of courtesy— 
thpu hast rebuked me ; but conscious of 
H^ motive of my appearance here, I 
stoop to no explanation. This pious, aud 
J dare believe, brave man, is condemned 
1— yon aged P*lmyrepiap is his father, 
and by him I have discovered that hi$ 
son was betrayed, not by an honourable 
foreign enemy, bat by a treacherous 
friend. 

As she spoke, she accidentally glanced 
round at the spectators; but no spowr 
were her eyes turned on Meonins, tha? 
there they were .fixed in a steady deter- 
mined 190k; he could not support the 
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pciietratioin of those eyes, and strove tff 
repeat, when, with severe majesty, she 
advancing, said, as Nathan spake to 
Davkl-nThou alt the man ; tbm aft tfom 
traitor, that peffiritais fmfld— 1 know 
thee aot ; though bnowft tt> all pflMttart, 
I kriow *one hete. By what ttttafi* tHritt 
soldier was betraiyed I am yetrnifcwiscieu*, 
b»t them fiirt tie man n4w didtt tofftty 
iim. 

The attention afid interest of ail were 
yonsed, when the ▼feneraWe father, «tt* 
tonvageci by her words and presence* ea* 
claimed wkh vehemeftcej It tfrtMt fee a^| 
big own centurion then it was that forged* 
the letter of my illnes»~*-yo*fdef ii th« 
soldier by whom it was seal. When mf 
son applied for permission to *et«rn, he 
faa* told the general would xkft aikw 
it — Marcus fell into the sfrare, and fled 
to me; the centurion then made known 
his flight, aad hath thus pursued him to 
this place of death. 

Odenatbiis, touched with pity at the 
passionate eagerness of the old man, which 
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raised, him above all respect, all restraint; 
bade Meonius come forward, and then 
reminded him, that alledging the import* 
ance of vigilance at that period, be did 
advise him not to grant the. short absence 
demanded. Of the letter I know nothing, 
nor ef the motive; bat to the soldier 
who it seems has been thy worthless in- 
strument, a free pardon shall be granted, 
if he owns the truth. 

The soldier thus taxed and promised, 
confessed every particular; and Odena- 
thus, with grief and anger, discovered 
that his nephew bad planned the ruin of 
Terentius in order to separate him from 
a Persian captive with whom he was on 
the point of marriage. 

Meonius waited not to hear the stern 
command of his uncle to withdraw, and 
remain confined to his house; fearing 
the indignation of tbe multitude, he 
slowly sheathed his sword, and sullenly 
walked away. 

The guilt of my nephew shall not go 
unpunished, said Odenathus; but his 
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guilt effaces not this man s crime-— be is 
a deserter, and desertion is death. A 
general murmur arose among the people* 
and the anguished father again clasped 
his son in his arms, as tp take a last 
farewell. 

All eyes were now turned upon Ze- 
viobia, whom they perceived advancing 
slowly towards Odenathus. I never 
yet craved a boon of any but heavenly 
Pow«r — next to heavenly Power is that 
which, exerting an authorized discre- 
tion over life and death, leans to the side 
of mercy, and grants life. Assuming 
thqn an air of supplication, she added* 
This venerable father but now knelt 
down before me, debasing in the dust the 
white and sacred honours of his head, 
saying, I do not deny his crime, but ask 
his lite. These words I repeat to thee— 
his crime is great, but his virtues greater; 
a good soldier is the bulwark of a country* 
but a good son invaluable.' 

Odenathus looked upon her, but ere 
he could speak, the multitude burst into 
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lend acchiiDatiofw of jof ; ami thefegh 
©denatbus had not yet utfeered otfe wordy 
t&tey unbound Terefithfs, whilst hfe fel- 
low gtfldiers thrett down their arms, and 
*hook bin* r6ugbly by the band* and 
clapped the transported, yet betoiidered 
father oil the shotrlder ; then, snitching 
down the black standard of death, cried 
imt 5 Away with them to the gutfrd-*oom, 
attd let \tiwe recal their fpSrite. The 
Iwtft-d of Tefentins may yet strike off the 
head of Sapor, and send ttfowds of Pfer- 
ikft ghoets to attend &<* frhasfe* 

Zenebia and Ottesathas alowe fti 
iflained in the &q&are« Retreating,; she 
cast upon him one look of tb*oks, and 
disappeared at the door of the Retrace. 
Bleedings, blessings on her ! exdaioted a 
voice, and Oderiattme tnrntog, beheld 
Ordrfes. On her! on whom? be asked; 
who and what fa she ? — Who but Ze» 
ttttbta, replied Orodes, smiling consci- 
ously. — That ! exclaimed Odenathw* 
that Zenftbia, the daughter of Antiochus 
and Septimia! that lovely, beauteous 
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graceful being Zehobia !— rThe same, ttf- 
turned Orodes/ (JalmJy.^Ahd What coiAi 
have been the ttibtite for deceiving iiie 9 
Why, ere my entrawce into Palmyrtf, 
didst thou desiriM her sq widef y different? 
as haughty, harsh* masculfoe, vaih 6f ac- 
quirements — saying thfct the pedpKVaff- 
miration was 6ut Mly. anfl iBidtisifi ^ 
Speak, 6rode$* why didst thoii 4hu& 
mislead me? -* '■" , ' * < 

Orodes only smiled* aud shook his 
head. It was a sudden thought, he said* 
that occurred when I was told by Caleb 
that thou wert a widower; fearing that 
thou mightst become enamoured of; that 
being whdm I* with all the noble's of 
Palmyra, covet, canst thou blame rae ? 

Odenathus heard no more ; the next 
moment he was in the palace oiF A n *i- 
ochus, ' whither Orodes watched him. 
My skill in the knowledge of the human 
heart, mused Orbdes when alone, does 
not : yield to that of Elkaiiah. ' Noble 
Odenathus ! generous and unsuspecting, 
thy heart leans as I first desired it should 
vol. u h 
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when, then a youth of fifteen, thou re- 
ccivedst her a babe from the arms of her 
mother. Bat for my politic description, 
disappointment had followed the exag- 
gerated praises of the Palmyrenians. 

And yet nor the happiness of Odena- 
thus nor that of Zenobia was the aim of 
the crafty, yet patriotic Orodes ; in Ode- 
nathus he saw the best defender of his 
beloved Palmyra, and conld a anion be 
ensured, in Zenobia, its future queen. 



And tell me, Longinus, said Zenobia, 
as they took their places at a table near 
the tapestry-frame of Septimia, how long 
ere I attain a thorough knowledge of this 
language. — By application and diligence, 
replied he, in a few months ; but if, whilst 
I am explaining the necessary roles, thou 
art, as yesterday, tracing rocks and trees, 
buildings and prospects, I have little 
hope of revisiting Athens these five years. 

A burnt sacrifice to the wrath of Lon- 
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gums ! exclaimed Zenobia, throwing her 
drawings into the flame . of a. tripod 
which burnt near them; then, checked 
by her mother's look, she appeared will- 
ing to give her whole attention to study, 
whilst he, with admirable patience and 
perseverance, devoted every faculty to 
her improvement. Their reading over, 
he requested her to write the substance 
of that morning's instructions, that she 
might look it over in. his absence; she 
obeyed, and he conversed with Septimia ; 
after a short time, still conversing* 
he took from Zenobia the paper she 
Was rapidly filling, too rapidly in hit 
judgment, and began perusing it ; he 
had read a considerable part, when his 
mild features relaxed to a smile, and 
when he concluded, he more than smiled. 
Listen to my advice, said he to Sep- 
timia, and defer the study of Greek for 
the present; the idea of acquiring it is 
truly hopeless.— It is so, cried Zenobia, 
rising hastily; but when calamity falls 
.on me, or I alight on calamity, then will 

H 3 
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thy iiistroctions, honourfed Langinus, be 
most Welcome. 

Yet ere I go, said Longiiras*' permit 
me to make known to thyuurtber, tby 
proficiency in state affaire; .The first 
few, very few lines, din: Which .there .are 
nine Errors, relate to therules of Greek 
composition, and this is w hat > follows -t- 

f The-ansWerof Sapor, King of Persia, 
to -the Senate of Palmyra^— >— Jt is net 
yet arrived, intercepted Septimia^If, k 
were, askfcd Zetiobia, where would be my 
ingenuity in anticipating it ?*— 1 hope 
tbou bast; not : done so with .truth, isaid 
Lbnginus, and he* read, his voice end 
manner corresponding to ihe words: 

' Ye ho&stipg, vain, insignificant peo- 
f>l«i who are' ye? ye>that:presnttie to ad- 
dress the great lord of Persia, the -mo- 
narch of kings ; what are ye, I agaih de- 
mand, that dare thus solicit my alliance— 
■I, 'the chastises of the proud Valerian ? 
,Ye famished inbabitants-of a<wtWerness, 
whence sprung ye? Ye who thus auda- 
ciously send presents* to joe, the king* of 
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tie world and ail its productions, do ye 
doubt my title } Have I not at this instant 
my/ feet Testing spoil the head. ofl thr 
Roman emperor ? Was not Rotae mifir 
tress of the world, and b not; the wprld 
consequently miner I will exterminate 
ye, y© insolent pretenders of the desert ! 
By the vengeance o§ Sapor, ye shall be 
extiiminated!? ' ; - 

Septimia laughing, held, out her hand* 
and taking the paper from Longinus, 
would have btuned it, when Qdenathua, 
why had :b*en with Antiocbus. id the 
antechamber : a witness of all, rushed, in, 
and presented her. If I dared, he said, 
I wonlditafcethit paper fcota thy haad; 
let not respect; lose what force could ob- 
tain. ' 8eptipUa t gavedtv but as she rose 
to receive hitny her looks. ajod; ben clof the 
head were cold' and ceremonious ;1 h& Wr 
t^ptionvlfrbmiAntioebus had .been* ;ttte 
ean^- uhtilOdeqatbus, conscious of the 
cause, r, < hi d'ibecdy; with. ,allr the open 
frankness. oFiaiSfl^dier, aconrfag evasion* 
related the error i Gvodes Jed him into, 
H3 
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Septimia complacently received the ex- 
cuse, yet as she accepted his extended 
hand, remarked, Was not my return 
alone worthy of congratulation ? 

And this, said Antiochns, perusing 
the paper, is thy opinion, Zenobia ? I do 
not introduce thee to our general, as I 
find from him that ye have already met. 
And dost thou imagine that such will 
Teally be the answer from Sapor ? — 1 do, 
for I know the character of Sapor better 
than doth the senate of Palmyra. 

But, my child, is it not rather pre- 
sumptuous to set thy opinion in opposi- 
tion to that learned and experienced 
body ? — No, my father, because those ex- 
perienced and learned men judge of cha- 
racter by public report, by marvellous 
events, and illustrious ambassadors-* I 
more from private sources. When in 
Armenia, I saw one who had filled a me- 
nial office about the person of one of 
Sapor's queens, and learned from her, 
that the only time to gain a kind answer 
from the king was when he felt distressed 
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in mind or body ; that his demeanour at 
such periods was most servile, bat that 
at the instant distress was no more, all 
the arrogant and cruel insolence of his 
nature returned : was it then, when ac- 
tually treading on Valerian's neck— was 
that the moment to make humble sub- 
missions, to offer presents, and solicit at 
liance ? 

Odenathus listened, and Antiochus, 
turning to him, said, Most singular, that 
thy opinion and that of Zenobia should 
be the' same ! These were nearly thy 
words ; yet, overruled by the senate, thy 
advice was disregarded, and the abject 
embassy permitted to depart.— And the 
gallant Odenathus, said Zenobia, I un- 
derstand, was made the sender ; I marvel 
that he should have preferred the pen to 
the sword. — And wherefore ? aske4 An- 
tiochus, surprised.— Because of all the 
Palmyrenian characters given me at 
length by Longinus here, that of Odena- 
thus is the only one in which I find no- 
thing to censure. 

H4 
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. . Qdepathus advancing rapidly, grasped 

the,h$n(i of Longinus, which action and 

fris sp^kipg lopks convinced Zenobia 

Jjipt: she,. had qai?tak$o his person; the 

bl#s|i <jf surprise passed over her cheek, 

■M^shQ-^dfid, with composing I need 

j^L he* told theq, . my lord, that thou art 

Qd^i^hua :. 1 mistook theje fw thy fellow 

general Balista, led into the error, 1 know 

fjiQp how* by tlje father of .the pardoned 

£$^iej,v-— Pardoned, replied Odenath&a, 

fe thfee ; then, looking slowly arptind the 

Wpmi hi^ cy^s were filled with tenderness 

as ,he acjdre&sed Septimia. 

j ;.,.,; JXost 1>hQjv#ot rexuember— njany years 

■£g°>l: :&9 - this same chapiter— thou wert 

$f&jtt$d,i# that spat—riipt thsiuibis trne,qc~ 

SVffftfltf I n ;W<*!«P& tapestry; na,thoii went 

f $t j ,that . time otherwise engaged ; beneath 

tl>y ftQatipg veil reposed a rosy sleeping 

h^bei^thQU badst nic-go to the chace of the 

lion* and; yH by. perseverance, I: gained 

jny ^kb ; thpn plap^dst on mj arm the 

-iofant hppe of Palmyra, and I blessed 

her, invoking health, and beauty, and ho- 
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tHHWTr&U* *11 : aw, r grJWto<l Wb«& *>ld 
afce w»3 wuaore, my grief could pniy.fo* 
smip^sed by tWqa and that of bar father* 
wbao jagak iifomied that »b* Uptd»: wy 
tra»$port muaft have quailed thfitoftAn- 
jiocbua-^-Tbu^ ^iwbU/ttoDiltolt cwoed 
me. extremes of hope, and -grigfj rod joy ; 
what pasriin wilt thbu sort ibspire? 

My father, said Zeaobifr, tp Whom 
this speech appealed only the common 
effusion* <tf gallantry, which' of ne kw 
nadetbe gre&teat profieifcuoy in the *tud? 
of Iranian nature? I in the solitudes of 
Armeni%"Qr thou in tlw schools of Pair 
rayni ? Then; to Qde»aihuq-— The praise* 
of the living follow so clo6ely those of 
the-deceasid, -that—pardon me, my lord, . 
I fear a visit from the shade of tliy late 
wife, to dispute what part is hers, and 
what mine. Perceiving that his donnie- 
na/nce. became peb si ve y she seized a shuttle, 
and added ., will gaiety, Away, lest a Per- - 
siaw -spy whisper Sapor,!/ On to the at- 
tack of Palmyra, for Odenathus is in the 
chains of an Omphale!' 
h 5 
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Odenathus could ctaly gaze and listen, 
when a messenger arrived from the se- 
nate, informing him and Antiochus, that 
an answer was just received from Persia, 
and that they were expected. As Odena- 
thus and Antiochus quitted the chamber, 
they caught the exulting smile of Ze- 
nobia, which seemed to say, Its contents 
are already known by us. 

The minds of these were so entirely, 
yet variously occupied, that they walked 
in silence to the senate house, where 
they found the august body of senators 
anxiously waiting for then* *~ the dis- 
patches were produced, and the seals be- 
ing broken, one small written paper was 
found enveloped in several blanks-— this 
being delivered to the secretary, he pre- 
pared to read— at the first glance, the 
blood rushed to his face, and he would 
have crushed it in his hand when com- 
manded to read it aloud.-— He obeyed, 
the passions of his auditors rising, by de- 
grees, from surprise to the extremest 
height of wrath and indignation* 
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€ And is it an unknown base inhabit*, 
ant of an ohscnre town encircled by sands*' 
that presumes to address himself to the: 
mighty and powerful Sapor, king of all 
the Persias ? to atoms tear his letters— in. 
slavery detain his messenger — to the 
flames and river with his presents— -I am 
thy scourge, Oh west ! and Valerian, my 
footstool— Let Odenathus, the arrogant 
and ignoble writer of that letter, come to 
me with hands tied behind his backr*-let 
him prostrate himself in the dust — or ray 
millions begin their march, and Palmyra* 
is exterminated.' 

The clamour that followed was ex- 
treme, nor did it subside until Orodes, 
taking advantage of a moment's silence, 
explained that Odenathus, certain of tfce 
answer, had re-written theit^ letter, and 
that, unwilling to bring disgrace on the 
senate or his country, he bad substituted 
his own individual name. 

The illustrious Odenathus was now 
desired to come forward — and when 
thanked for his generous patriotism, the 
n6 
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oiiijr answer he made was throwing off 
his gown, when he appeared already *lad 
in dr«dodr.*^His sword, which had ever 
been* a sword of victory, was. taken 'down 
from the Wall where it htuJ remained, 
until the senate should- declare for peace 
or: war, and handed to him <fey Erodes-— 
a»d as be received it, he exclaimed, I re-' 
turn not? until I pluck my crown of laurel 
frftm the gardens of Ctesriptrtro. 
' The senate was d5$s6l?ed*— War was 
publicly anil solemnly proclaimed-Hthe 
brazen ijnlver hung on the' Colossal figure 
of Mars, in the court of the temple of 
Adrian -was unlocked* and the troops 
destined for service, therein deposited 4 an 
aiww*— expresses Were sent to Zafcdas 1 
and Heraelian, the one stationed in <Jap- 
padocia the other in Egypt, to repair 
with »<thei* forces t&' Syria, and Balista 
beifrgleft behind to protect the' (Sty with 
his veteran troops, in a few hofcirs Ode- 
mtfhus* ftiid his army Quitted Palmyra, 
never to return, or to return victorious. 

END OF THB TIIIRD BOOK. 
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BOOK IV. 



ARGUMENT, 

Septbnia, thinking herself neglected by her dough- 
ter, declines in health — is happily undeceived— 
New Zaantha — Odenathns returns triumphant 
from the Persian war— -Marcus Terentius receives 
his civic crown — Odenathns proclaimed Prince 
of Palmyra — Asks ZenoMa in marriage — Is re- 
jected — Elkanah exacts of Zenobia an oath never 
to abjure the Jewish faith—She is accidentally 
prevented taking it by the child Herodian—Od&r 
nathus renews his suit for Zenobia* s hand — Is 
declared King of the East~-And married to 
Zenobia. , 



Thb 'health of Septimia ever delicate, 
had visibly declined, since Her residence 
in Palmyra. — The mountain air of Ar- 
menia, so like that of her own native 
land, 'was more congenial to her consti- 
tution than the sultry atmosphere of this 
city ; but it was not change of air fclone 
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that had wrought the sad change ia 
Septimia, 

She blamed herself for hourly re- 
gretting Zaantha, yet had not courage 
to cease regretting it—- that lowly peaceful 
habitation, where she had spent so many 
years of bliss! — its surrounding natural 
loveliness, its beauties created by the 
hand of duteous affection — where every 
object reminded her of the love of Ze- 
nobia. — Happy Zaantha ! and sighs were 
breathed — would I were still there*— and 

tears were sbed. 

Can a mother conceal her tears and 
sighs from an affectionate and ever watch* 
ful child? She may conceal them, but 
does not the tear leave pallid cheeks, and 
the frequent sigh waste the strongest 
form ? The cheek of Septimia grew pale, 
and her form wasted. Her daughter had 
long examined her looks, had long read 
her inmost thoughts. 

From the day of having discovered, as 
she thought the cause of her mother's de- 
cline, Zenobia was often absent from the 
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palace,, and when Septimia enquired for 
her, she was constantly informed that she 
was engaged in making alterations and 
improvements in the gardens. — Septimia, 
now wholly confined to her apartment, 
on snch occasions 6poke not, but her 
heart said—- When at Zaantha, and the 
slightest indisposition attacked, me, Ze- 
nobia never conld be prevailed on to 
cfait my side— -Zaantha ! why did I leave 
thee? 

Flushed with spirit and vivacity, Zc- 
nobia ever returned to her mother, after 
even the shortest absence, what was then 
the eager transport with which she burst 
into her apartment on the evening of that 
day, when they bad not met throughout 
the whole of the morning — My mother ! 
and the fipcfc of Zenobia became as pale 
as that on which she gazed. Septimia, 
in silence, took the different restoratives 
offered, and calmly suffered her caresses, 
hut made not the slightest return ; a long, 
a very long silence followed, when Septi- 
mia exerting herself, spoke — Alas ! that 
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the body, should ever thus, become the 
victim of the restless iand unhappy mind! 
toy person is truly here, bht rejection 
wilt stiji dwell fondly on Zaantha, where 
thy infancy, .thy childhood blessed me. 

Perceiving that Zenobia, far from at- 
tending, was otherwise occopWd**-Caiisi 
thou not,' when even, present, i (now sel-> 
dom present !) canst thou not spare me a 
few mbments of thy society— -I gave thee 
sixteen years of mine — what art thou 
seeking; Zenobia ?— Why thui trim from 
meP-^Wbat can 'that cabinet contain 
to interest thee more thata my words ?-*4 
feeek* said Zenabia,.the roses that adorned 
bur travelling litten, and which weie*ga* 
thered by thy hand, the: morning we } e ft 
Zaantha: see, my mother they are wi- 
thered*, it is titoe, but— rriay, take them. 
Do not they still retain their fragrance ? 
Inhale the? scent, .does it not* Remind thee 
of Zaantha? 

Only assure me, cried Septimia, when 
tears and mutual, endearments suffered 
her to speak ; only convince me that thy 
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affection is the same as a£ the hoar when 
these were gathered. — The same ! said 
Zetiobia ; oh, no ! the affection, the 
esteem, the love I feel at this hour, far 
surpasses all I then felt.. — Thqn why* my 
child, hast thou of late been so little with 
roe ? Thou knowest full well that no one 
•can perform like thee, those gentle kind- 
nesses, those tender offices — a sick mo- 
ther needs aM these. I have often missed 
thee, Zfcrtohia, for ' more grateful to me, 
a cup of water given by thy hand, than 
delicacies ; from the hands of others. 
Wilt thou; Zfeuobia, wilt thou, my love, 
now in this silent evening hour — now 
that we are alobe, wilt th^u listen kindly 
to my wouds.? 

. Zen obi a, seating herself by her mo- 
ther, promised the -strictest attention, and 
Septi m ia cod ti n tied ;~ 

I have often told thee, need I again 

say, that I would readily give up my life 

to make you happy, hut stir 1 not one step 

to make you great: possessing already 

the advantages of noble birth and great 
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riches, would that here thy prosperity 
were bounded ; but to my sorrow, I am 
aware that thine will be no common fate. 
I wish not to dazzle thee by false ambi- 
tion, for Heaven is my witness, not a 
particle of that baneful disease lurks 
within my mind ; all I wish is to prepare 
thee for whatever may be thy destiny— 
a prison and slavery, or a crown and 
power, perchance both. I understand 
thy looks ; thou woaldst say, ' Palmyra 
is a republic :* so once was Rome. Ob, 
my Zenobia ! how often have I told thee, 
that had thy fate depended solely on me, 
thou should st rather have fed flocks in 
Armenia, than have ruled an empire. 
Sbouldst thou then hereafter be elevated 
by the world, and be then betrayed by 
that world, promise me not to contend 
with, but to forsake it : when I am no 
more, if pressed by calamity, fly to our 
beloved retreat ; there seek security and 
peace, and thou wilt find them there, for 
that is their abode. The loss of me, and 
that of other aged relatives, must be for- 
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gotten, for it is right that nature should 
call us before thee, but shouldst thou wed, 
and lose thy husband, or worse, his heart; 
shouldst thou be . once a mother, and no 
longer a mother, dote upon a child, and 
that child neglect thee— Zenobia, take thy 
broken heart to Zaantha, there in the 
calm spot where thy infancy was nursed, 
call upon thy God, and end thy day* in 
peace and solitude — an hour back when 
my heart was pierced with sorrow, I had 
resolved to return alone to Zaantha. 

Zenobia pressed the band of Septimia: 
Because, she said, thou thoughtst that 
thou wert neglected by thy child ? I am 
now convinced, and this shall through life 
he a warning to me, that all mysterious 
coverings, even with a good purpose, tend 
but to evil. Opening . a casket, which 
stood near her on a table, she took from 
it several drawings, and selecting one, pre- 
sented it to her mother, asking of what 
place did it remind her. The .flush of 
wonder and pleasure appeared in the 
countenance of Septimia. Zaantha ! she 
exclaimed. The same, said Zenobia— 
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canst thou longer be surprised at my iu* 
attention to Greek . and Longinns, when 
my Heart was planning to rear a iiew 
tZaantha in the gardens of oar palacfe? 
My mother regrets that loved retreat, 
said I to my father— con! d we bnt suc- 
ceed in forming another as nearly similar 
as art and nature combined can produce* 

Could we but invite from Armenia 
Artabazus — recal Sabina— 

Is it completed ? It is, Are they ar- 
rived ? They are; • What woftldst tboo^ 
my mother4-thou wouldst, nieft at -this 
hour go thither! Oh make me not re- 
pent that I have told thee^andby pray- 
ers and caresses she prevailed on Sfcpti- 
miato defer! visiting it until her strength 
should be restored; but ithe same hoar 
presented to her Sabiria ; arid the aged 
Armenian. Not many days ere a happy 
chapge appeared in Septimia -~ her 
fet&ngtiv beiNhealtk returned, with the 
firm conviction tliat Zen*bi*'s love was 
unabated. " . . • ,: ' ■ 

Understanding thet nature -of bor» mo- 
ther's *feeHiigs, Zenobia y wheii that be* 
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loved mother was able to bear the exer- 
cise, requested her fathet that shfe alone* 
accompanied * by Mferi&m and Sabina* 
might lead her. thither. Snpporting her 
feeble steps, Zenobia conducted her to a 
spot where art was admirably concealed 
under the appearance of nature. True, all 
around was on a* far smaller scale than 
thie retreat id Armenia, but nothing how* 
ever minute bad been omitted, buildings, 
rocks, repesses, groves, : flowers, all were 
here-^-atftd when they passed the hanging 
curtains of ivy and broad sheet of tarter, 
(sappKed with labour and great expence 
from die river without the walls of the 
city) the deception was compleat.^ ? 
The silence of Septimia was more 
expressive than words. InVited by her 
daughter to repose on a .'flowery '&ank 
near the entrance tif the dwelling- (built 
exactly similar to that at Zaantha) she 
ooold only sigh forth the name of dear 
Zetoobia -W and sank exhausted in her 
arms. !•.'•" .*• * < v " r . ' 

••;m / -V •• ' ii'ii'i | ■ i : r I ■ > .' 
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Swell high the sound of triumph, yc 
men of Palmyra ! raise load the voice of 
exaltation, and hasten to your temples, 
there to give thanks— 'for the sceptre of 
Palmyra is exalted, rind your ^defender 
returns. Go forth ye women to the tops 
of the hills, and with tabret and harp, 
and songs and dance, proclaim the glad 
tidings of victory. Prepare the baths, the 
fragrant oils,* and garments of peace, ye 
wives and aged matrons— for peace re- 
turns, led by the hand of conquest. Place 
watchmen on the distant mountains, ye 
Palmyrenians — then ran and cut ye down 
branches of palm, and when ye see their 
rapturous motions, hear their joyful accla- 
mations, pour forth a rapid flood to meet 
your general. 

Palmyra! be. thy white and purple, 
and sea-green marble pillars, and thy 
rich Corinthian columns hung with living 
garlands, the encircling limbs of eager 
youth climbing impatient for the first 
look of Odenathus. Let the bright steel 
and burnished trophies surmounting thy 
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noble arches, be intermingled with breath- 
ing votaries of enthusiasm, fie thickly 
studded ye sculptured colonnades with the 
beauteous faces of virgins, and from 
every slender polished obelisk be display- 
ed the welcome flag of victory. King of 
the sacrifice prepare the crowned vie* 
tim. Vestal summon your sister vestals. 
Sweet choristers be robed in white, and 
be the path and steps of the altar scatter* 
ed with golden dust. Hyrcanius throw 
open wide the glorious gates of the tem- 
ple of the Sun, for the sun of triomph 
from its zenith now sheds its lustre on 
Palmyra. Odenathos is returned — Ode- 
nathu9 abroad a farious lion, returns to 
his own Palmyra the falcon to its nest. 

The watchmen gave the signal-— the 
whole population poured forth, and as 
quickly ebbed into the city : high above 
the. living stream, crowned with palm, 
and clad in steel, sat the conqueror in a 
Persian chariot of massy gold, flanked on 
horseback by his fellow generals— the 
youthful Zabdas and Victorious, and the 
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unconquered Heraclian. Before him was 
carried the standard of war, and behind 
the fruits of Yictory-^priMners* captive 
concubines, spoils, scythe-armed wag* 
gons, and elephants, camels, and horses 
laden with spices,' gold, and jewels — his 
own invincible troops bringing up the 
rear. ' 

When entered the porch of the tem- 
ple of Jupiter, Odenathus descended from 
the chariot, and went to the altar; half 
kneeling on the upper step, be wrapped 
his head in his cloak, and prayed silently 
>— the victims were sacrificed, incense 
burned, and the spoils consecrated to the 
gods: then turning, he addressed the 
multitude— My friends, the Persian lynx 
is not destroyed ; driven into bis den, not 
hilled, he may ere long venture forth once 
more— vigilance and silence be our guards. 
Quitting the temple, they repaired to the 
great court thereof, where stood Hyrca- 
nins, ready to unlock : tbe brazen quiver of 
Mars— it wa& unlocked, and every soldier 
present drew forth his arrow there depo- 
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aited — theremainder were numbered — two 
score and ten are missing! said the priest — 
a bloodless victory ! And Odenathus walk- 
ed on to the palace of Antiochus, followed 
by the people : these becoming stationary 
before it, the women and children, like fra- 
gile flowers drawn throngh thick-stand- 
ing corn, were quickly separated, and 
placed within the iron fence of the sqnare 
in front of the palace. Shortly after, above 
at a High window, appeared Odenathus, 
attended by his son, his nephew, and his 
generals. Advancing to an open portico, 
Odenathus stepped before the rest, and 
said in that deep low voice which exacts 
and secures attention— 

These testimonies of regard and ap- 
probation richly repay me for having 
done my duty, and now beloved fellow- 
citizens, before ye all assembled, do ye 
yours, by authorising me to reward va- 
lour and merit. Raising high his voice, 
he exclaimed, Marcus Terentius— -no an- 
swer was returned — again he called, and 
still all was silence. Zabdas instantly 
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quitting bis station, descended among the 
crowd, which piercing like an arrow, bo 
disappeared amidst the troops ;, they fell 
hack, and he was again seen digging 
forward a soldier by the arm : the bead 
of the soldier sunk upon his breast, far 
all eyes were upon him. Zabda$ gave the 
sign agreed on* and the armed men rush- 
ing in front, threw their brazen shields- 
over their heads^-the same number of 
their comrades quickly ascended, these 
also bending beneath their shields, those 
below sprung upon them, and thus was 
Terentius mounted, and led by £abda& to 
the level, of Odenathus' fegt, wbc* m** 
produced an oaken crown-*-Mw<?us. IV 
rentius, said he alortd» at three several 
periods in the late war thou saveds* the 
lives of three Palmyrenian cit&ws, w4 
but for thy arm* my nephew Meom«^ 
" had been slain,, or worse, takett captko 
to Persia-*— wear thy civic crown. 

He let it fall pn the bsad of ToiPfttMlfe 
who kneeling caught the skirt of tho gen** 
wVs robe, and pressed it t©,h» facQ. Add 



aUEEN OP FALMYRA. 171 

this, said Odenathus, looking down upon 
him, is the man who, when condemned, ot- 
tered not one word in bis own defence, 
or breathed a sigh for pardon. Say, 
nephew, what doth thy heart dictate ?— 
To see him, ere night, wedded to the Per- 
sian maiden, replied Meonius, and be- 
stow on ber a dowry ample as his merits. 
Terentios taming, rushed down the bill 
of shields, and leaped into the arms of 
his aged father, who stood ready to re- 
ceive him. Silence being enjoined, the 
public crier read aloud— - c Marcus Teren- 
tins, the preserver of three citizens, 
henceforward appear at the public shows, 
and festivals, the theatres, and annual 
games among the senators — be received 
by the senate and the people standing, 
and be thy name entered on the public 
records. Hereafter thou art exempt from 
ait duties and services in thy own persons, 
and tby fether and near kindred art for 
thy sake also exempt/ 

The ardent sensibility of the eld man 
proved that he particularly derived great 
12 
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advantages thereby, and that the privi- 
leges obtained by the valour of his son 
were inestimable — but O, in his mind how 
worthless even those privileges, compared 
to this public restoration of that son to 
fame and honour! Shouts of gladness 
followed the proclamation, and the sol- 
dier quitting his father, strove to hide 
his emotion and manly moistened blushes 
by plunging into the thickest of the 
crpwd : — but whether among that crowd 
he expected a soft hand to meet his 
trembling grasp — whether he expected 
there to find the softest look rejoicing in 
his safety — the well-known voice hailing 
his return — a few minutes, and they were 
both distant, far distant from this scene of 
triumph and exultation. Once more beneath 
, his father's humble roof, Terentius whis- 
pering, called the Persian captive — wife, 
and she hid her face, not now in her veil, 
but among the leaves of his oaken crown. 
Thus, said Odenathus, we again breathe 
from war, and I yet hope this war will 
end in a lasting peace. Should Sapor ha- 



\ 



GLUEBN OF PALMYRA. 173 

zard another battle, his empire is no 
more. Of the captives taken, we learn, 
that the young Hormisdas, unlike his fa- 
ther, is brought up by the magi, not to 
hate but to conciliate Palmyra. Thus in 
future, by meeting them half-way on 
friendly terms, and above all, keeping a 
strict and firm alliance with Rome, the 
security of our country is settled on the 
best foundation* The fate of the captives 
shall be decided next moon — and now in 
this interval of quiet, let us, my fellow-citi- 
zens, turn our attention to domestic duties. 
Let each individually direct well his fa- 
mily and private concerns, and the whole 
must prosper. Whatever be your trade, 
profession, or calling, attend to that, and 
leave your safety as a nation to the care 
of the higher powers — those powers born 
to instruct, to judge, to govern, and pro* 
tect ye— and he pointed severally to the 
priests, the magistrates, the senate, and 
the army. Be diligent and faithful. each 
to his own particular arrangements, which 
rule at pleasure, and leave to them and 
i 3 
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to U9 the care of the state. Respect the 
laws, obey the government, pay tribute, 
worship the gods, and we will as now, 
with our lives defend ye from all enemies. 
Hereafter I will acquaint ye wherefore 
the Roman emperor was not delivered 
from captivity-— to the senate it most be 
first made known. Again I repeat it— 
silence and vigilance— and n?w disperse* 

He ceased— -and his hearers motion- 
less with awe, love, and admiration, still 
watted to catch another sound from his 
lips, when a voice, loud and decisive, 
arrested the attention of all present 
—we disperse not, it exclaimed, until 
thou hast a right to command, and we 
are bound to obey. 

Astonishment and anger flashed into 
tike majestic countenance of Odenathus, 
and astonishment was heightened, while 
anger gave place to the deepest concern, 
when he saw that the speaker was 
his friend Orodes. Thou Jupiter, the 
tremendous king of gods and men, con- 
tinued Orodes, lifting up his hands and 
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eyes on high, da&h down thy ready bolts 
of thunder on this head, if OdenathuS be 
not ignorant of my coming speech~*ttb 
plan, no joint contrivance hath there 
been— the walk, the dumb stone* of Pal- 
rtayre, hate been my only connsellers, of 
which I take t» witness Adrian ow tute- 
lary deity, Tho«> Odetiathus, added he> 
addressing him in the same elevated tone 
of voice* thou art one of us, and only one 
of us, a fellow-citifcen— of noble Wrth-*- 
«Uowed> bnt here are hundreds Sttth>no one 
thy superior, hot all thy equals : from this 
moment thou hast none. Though ever a 
Pahnyrenian, thofi art no longer one of trs 
—henceforward thou Art above all— -su- 
preme. Odenathtis, our general, onr pro- 
tector, our father, I, in the name of 
these thousands assembled, proclaim Pal- 
myra an independent state— and thou, 
Prince of Palmyra ! 

The about which followed echoed 

through the vault of heaven, and the cry 

of Odenathns prince of Palmyra ! was 

beard in the distant camps. The visible 

i 4 
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and speechless emotion of Odenathus, 
was the best consecration of his new dig- 
nity, for words he had none. Herodian, 
a weak and delicate boy, conld scarcely 
comprehend what passed— and Meonins ! 
—at that moment Meonins conld best tell 
the feelings of Cain when his brother's 
offering was accepted, and his dispersed* 
Odenathus soon recovered self-posses- 
aion, and as soon shewed how worthy their 
election, which now proved to be unani- 
mously confirmed. Rather, said he, would 
I be father of our small beloved Palmyra, 
than emperor of the Roman world. Bnt 
thonghPalmyra is by your decree no longer 
a Roman province, be it ever the moat 
faithful ally of Rome. That people is des- 
tined by the gods for a given time, to rule 
the world, and opposition to their divine 
decree must end in self-destruction: On 
Gallienns recognizing our freedom and 
your choice, to which wisdom and policy 
must prompt him, he will find us the best, 
the strongest tower of defence of his eas- 
tern conquests — far from encroaching oa 



i 
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any, we will protect them in his name 
from Persia and Parthia. Bat Palmyre- 
niaus, I receive the dignity only on one 
condition— this day is a new, a memora- 
ble day in Syrian history, and will give 
rise to much happiness, or the contrary, 
as you this honr determine— an elective 
governnent must be ever subject to fer- 
ment and disorder— look to the Roman, 
where the power of election claimed by 
senate and army, ever keep those bodies 
at variance, which ought to be united in 
heart and interest. 

He paused, and laying his hand on 
the head of Herodian— -the nature of 
this boy leads to ease and a love of plea- 
sure, more than become a son of mine. 
As a private citizen, such habits could not 
have materially, if at all, iujured the state. 
I, a soldier from my childhood, left him 
wholly to the guidance of his soft mother 
—but now, with a glorious object in view, 
he may conquer this nature, and under 
my guidance, turn his attention to the 
good and happiness of the people— ^speak 
15 
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then, Is the dignity heredifcaryin my family i 
is the succession secured to Herodian ? 

A solemn pause ensued — Grades look- 
ed around, and perceiving -among the 
crowd of women and children a young 
boy of animated- and intelligent counte- 
nance, who appeared to understand what 
passed, he stooped over the iron railing and 
took bin up in bis arms. The multitude 
well understood the intention of Orodes, 
and listened with profound interest for 
the unpremeditated answer of the child, 
which was to guide their answer to Ode- 
nathus* Boy, said Orodes, look up yon- 
der at the prince — that youth standing 
by bia knee is his son, at the death of 
Odenathus, shall Herodian be prince? 
The child gazed earnestly, then turning 
quickly hi* beauteous countenance on 
Orodes*, answered— Certainly, if Herodian 
live longer than his father. 

Orodes put down the boy. Gloom 
and despondency spread over all, until 
banished by the sunshine of Qdenatbu*' 
smikr Away with these supersitious fears, 
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my friends, hfe laid* and be cheered by 
tbe promise I here make, to share the 
government with H erodian on his assura* 
iog tbe manly roba* Bat from hie birth 
be hath been tender find delicate**— say, 
should he die without issue, will the suc- 
cession pass to my nephew ? 

A load and general exclamation was 
beard of— No. Od&nathus felt the Sen- 
tence of rejection* btit with no pang of 
self-broach — to Meonias it came sharp 
lis the tooth of the serpent. The succes- 
sion shall be. vested in thy widow, said 
Orodes. Widow ! and my wife no more ! 
cried Odenathus — then comprehending 
the meaning of Orodes, bis cheek became 
fltished* and he waved his hand for the 
people to disperse, when perceiving their 
eyes directed to the spot where he stood 
on high, he turned to know the cause, 
and saw advancing Antiochus, Septimia, 
and Zenobia, who came to do homage in 
the name of the Palmyrenians. 

A multitude ever seem actuated by 
one soul, and the universal cry was now 
i 6 
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— Zenobia princess of Palmyra ! Ode- 
nathus raised Antiochus and Septimia 
from the earth, and thanked them in a 
few grateful words, then turned to raise 
Zenobia— but oh hearing the exclamation 
of the people, she had fled — she only 
raised the hem of his robe to her lips, 
when she instantly disappeared. Ode- 
nathus, incapable of disguise to a gene* 
rons people, whom he now regarded as his 
children, said, To your homes, O Palmy- 
renians ! and when next we meet, should 
the gods grant my wishes, Zenobia will 
with me stretch forth her hand to bless 
our people. 

His words were as sun-beams on a 
bank of snow, and in a few minutes the 
streets were deserted. 



Anthony thereby lost the world, said 
Odenathus as he followed Antiochus, 
whom he requested to lead him to the 
apartments of Septimia; I wish not to 
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win a world bat to save my country — yet 
should my sword be conquered by my 
heart ! Ere I gain I have nought to ha- 
zard—once gained, may not Palmyra find 
a rival in my love, and 1 hesitate to ven- 
ture life when life is made to minister to 
her happiness. 

Odenathus found himself in the presence 
of Septimia ere he was aware-— he came 
with the avowed purpose of asking Septimia 
to take under her fostering care his child 
Herodian, and be to him a mother, but 
he concluded with beseeching her to be a 
mother to himself. His few first words 
explained his hopes, and confirmed Sep- 
timia the veriest wretch on earth. When 
recovered— be not deceived, my lord, by 
these emotions, had I the choice of all 
the — (heathen, she would have said, but 
hesitated) chieftains of Palmyra, it would 
have fallen on thee, but understand my 
feelings — Zenobia is like me, a Hebrew. 

I know it, said Odenathus, but I know 
also that she is yet in early youth, and 
capable of being moulded to any form — 
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pardon me, Sep ti mi a, if I declare that Ze- 
Dobia may be inclined to abjure a faith so 
abhorred of her father and the people* I* 
this thy hope ? asked Septimia* What 
hut this ? returned Odenathus, surprised. 
Though a soldier, I am perhaps male tena- 
cious of the forms in which I have been 
brought up, than Apollo's high and mighty 
priest. One faith, one heart, one interest 
. onrs. Let my daughter be sought, said 
. Septimia, to her attendants, who quitted 
the chamber — then to Antiochus, thon 
wilt keep thy promise- 1 — Zenobia will ever 
he free to refuse or accept ? And on An- 
tiochns answering — then, continued she, 
my coorage revives, love will sooner make 
the prince embrace Judaism, than ambi- 
tion induce her to turn Pagan. Ambi- 
tion ! repeated the proud Antiochns, con- 
scious that his birth and wealth placed 
Zenobia on a level with Odenathus, even 
since his accessiou to regal power. 

But should I be accepted, interrupted 
Odenathus, gracefully addressing Septi- 
mia, I trust that ambition will not be the 
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inducement. Here Zenobia appeared, and 
Odenathus rose to meet her. My child, 
said Antiochus, leading her forward, our 
princely general asks tbee of as in mar- 
riage—thine heart is thine own to bestow, 
give or refuse as itself shall dictate. I leave 
thee with thy mother, who will commu- 
nicate to me thy resolution. 

Zenobia stirred not from the spot 
where her father bad left her. She leaned 
one arm on the statue against which she 
stood, her eyes fixed on the ground, and 
in the other hand held the book she had 
been perusing ere she entered. Septimia 
continued her work, but the work was 
performed by a trembling and unconscious 
hand. 

Thou art chosen, dear Zenobia, said 
Odenathus at length, by -the unanimous 
voice of the Palmy remans— -wilt thou 
disappoint them ? — It appears I am 
chosen, Odenathus, replied the blush- 
ing. Zenobia, by the unanimous voice of 
the Palmyrenians, wilt thou disappoint 
them ? 
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I cannot pretend to misunderstand 
thee, he replied, gratified and honoured 
as I feel by this veiled acknowledgment 
'that there is but one impediment to our 
union . Hitherto it appears thou hast been 
educated in the same belief with tby mo- 
ther, a disciple of Elkanah thy uncle, a 
follower of the Hebrews, one of that na- 
tion called Jewish Let me conclude 

the list of my titles, said Zenobia, for the 
first time raising her head — the disbeliever 
of many gods, the hater of paganism, the 
abhorrer of idols, the true and everlasting 
worshipper of one only God, — the God 
of Abraham. Odenathus suddenly let fall 
the hand he held, and Zenobia looked 
stedfastly opon him — O what a subject for 
the skill of the statuary ! 

Septimia raised . her eyes from her 
work, but had not power to speak. She 
saw that Odenathus was on the point of 
quitting the room, yet spell-bound by the 
presence of Zenobia, attempted in vain 
to fly. Recovered from bis 1 first amaze- 
ment at the firmness with which she 
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declared her faith, he endeavoured to 
soften his disappointment by a smile, say* 
ing, A soldier should neither fly the field 
of battle nor argument, had 1 Autiochus 
here to support my cause 1 should not 
dread, yet with such feeble weapons as I 
possess, I fear not to meet Zenobia. — Say 
then, Zenobia, why reject the gods of thy 
country, to worship an unknown deity ? 

An unknown deity, repeated Zenobia, 
and how unknown ? — Because never seen, 
he replied. — True, most true, there in- 
deed thou gainst one advantage over me — 
for not one of thy deities but have been 
on earth, and though not seen by thyself 
were of thy ancestors — all, it is true, 
the departed spirits of heroes and bene- 
factors of mankind — Hermes or Mercury, 
I think, thou callest him, was a king of 
Egypt — Saturn, Apollo, and Jupiter 
were great princes in those times, and 
what a multitude of deified mortals has . 
not Rome alone produced ! all made gods 
at their death, and now worshipped as 
such — the god Nero, the god Commodus, 
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the god Domitian — they have all their 
temples, priests, vestals, and sacrifices-— 1 
this point 1 yield, so thou wilt tell me | 
who made these heroes and benefactors, j 
or rather explain to me the origin of all 
things visible. 

Is it the music of thy voice, or tb* ' 
lustre of thine eyes, that deprive me of | 
the power of answering ? — Neither, but | 
perhaps the dawn of conviction, and I i 
have not spoken five minutes.-— Theft, 
said be, ere dawn give place to sunrise t 
quit the field, convinced that the mwt 
soldier should never attempt to wield the 
arms of controversy. — Thou thinkest j 
then, that there is a sun and that it will | 
rise, stay Odenathus, and let the first i 
beam touch thy reason and dispel the I 
mist of error in which it is enveloped.-— J 
She walked over to the table where sat I 
her mother, and opening a book, said, J 
Approach, and look on this—though thou I 
canst not inform me of the origin of our 
world, I, by means of this one line, can 
instinct thee/— And she read, ' In the be- 
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ginning God created the heaven and the 
earth'-— thus we not only read of the be- 
ginning of all things, but of him who 
was before the beginning. 

She paused, and Odenathus confused, 
bewildered — knew not what to answer* 
——Press no furtheV, said Septimia, for the 
heart of the prince is now too deeply in- 
terested to leave reason its proper sway — 
Odenathus, thankful for this relief, rose 
hastily, saying, Most true, my heart, in- 
deed is deeply interested; public duties 
likewise, at this hour, lay claim to my at- 
tention ; permit me to peruse this book at 
leisure, and I promise not to slight it; 
bat in the mean time, may I cherish 
the hope, that the wishes of thy father 
and our Palmyra will be fulfilled ? 

No; replied Zeaobia, cherish none, 
I do not wish to bias thy judgment, or 
sway thy mind contrary to the dictates of 
reason, neither will 1 break my faith to 
God, by plighting it to an unbeliever. — 
Odenathus stood dismayed, for he now 
saw that nothing but his own change of 
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belief could induce her to be his.-— Then 
I have gained no influence over thy heart ? 
—None. — Yet, though thou hast refused 
to share the sceptre of Palmyra, thou 
seerndst to bid me hope.— Hast thou not 
answered thyself? ask^d Septimia — and 
aqi I to expect no other sign of preference ? 
—Is not accepting thee, a sign sufficient ? 
expect no other from Zenobia.- — Leave 
us, Odenathus, and when thy mind is 
more at ease, let us see thee again. — Par- 
don me, he replied, since this is thy daugh- 
ter's determination, better, at this moment, 
come to a final decision. — Speak, Ze- 
nobia, may I hope that, with respect to 
faith, time will shake thy resolution. 

Time, will but confirm it, she an- 
swered, trust not either to persuasions, 
for, after this hour, I argue no more with 
thee — think not that ambition will sway 
me — it cannot, for I am thy equal.— My 
equal ! interrupted Odenathus, O Ze- 
nobia ! thus to exalt, yet reject me ! Nei- 
ther, she continued, expect that authority 
of any kind will have weight ; my mother 
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is, as you know, of the same belief, and 
my father, as thou wert witness, left me 
the disposal of my hand. — Then thus we 
part, said Odenathus mournfully. — We 
do, and on this subject meet no more, for 
when I forsake the God of the universe, 
the Protector of my nation, may the 
power of choice and resolution forsake me. 
Odenathus bowed to Septirnia, and 
casting one look on Zenobia, quitted the 
room. Oh, thought Septirnia, that I, thus 
situated, had been equally firm, equally 
pious !— This was the moment to read 
the heart of her daughter. — She looked 
up, she marked the crimson cheek, she 
met the swimming eyes of Zenobia, and 
the next instant clasped her in her arms. — 
Long with, tender, yet silent caresses, she 
hung over this darling of her soul, and 
then with consoling look and voice, said, 
But, my child, he will not renew his ap- 
plication, for he never will abjure his 
faith. — Oh, my mother, replied Zenobia 
with exultation, I have that noble heart 
here in my hand, it is mine and for life, 
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and having it for life, it is mine through 
all eternity. — Thou art surprised, my mo- 
ther, Odenathns himself thinks with thee 
that he has for ever renounced me, hut he 
is bound firmer than ever.— -Had he now 
yielded, or should he soon yield, he would 
be rejected of me as the hypocrite, or the 
slave of passion — let him resist, avoid, 
sacrifice me to his idea of virtue, of his 
religion — let him struggle long, and yield 
only to conviction, with imagination cool, 
and judgment exercised, then am I his— 
if worth the obtaining. 

And shouldst thou deceive thyself— 
led by vanity or inclination, shouldst thou 
he deceived herein. — And even so! said 
Zenobia, with more dignity in her man- 
ner, than was usual when addressing her 
mother. — I did not intend to hurt thy 
feelings, my child, replied Septimia ten- 
derly, but shottldst thou follow my ex- 
ample-— Oh marry not idolatry, in the 
delusive hope of converting thy husband : 
•—that was my fond error — it may suc- 
ceed, but the consequences are too dread- 
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fijl to hasard-'-tbou well knowst what 
were the consequences to me.— 

They were here interrupted, by some 
we approaching, and Septimia ceased 
speaking, but perceiving that it was her 
brother, Elkan^h, she con tinr>ed— Though 
often, solicited to abjure my faith, I re* 
roamed unshaken* convinced that ours is 
the oaly true religion— at least I knew of 
lone preferable— Zenobia, thou wilt ne- 
ver he persuaded to renounce it ?— Elk- 
a»ab, all alaiw* on bearing of the appli- 
cation of Odeaathus, fearful that ZeneJbia 
could net w&bataxid the united wishes of 
her father, the priwe > and the Palmy- 
remans hastened hither*, yet with slow 
and stately demeanour, concealing appre* 
bensioi* *nder the veil of cold austerity. 
«~On Septimia repeating her question--* 
EJfcanah> who bad seated himself at the 
table* his head resting on his hand* looked 
«p as waiting her answer. — • She was 
standing near where lay the open scrip- 
tures* her eyes fixed upon them, when 
Elkanah, unabls longer to bide hi* fears* 
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stretched over the table, saying, Swear 
hy that, here, on this sacred page, swear 
to acknowledge no other faith than ours ; 
swear never to renounce the Jewish faith. 

Zenobia was still silent; she slowly 
raised her eyes to those of her mother, 
and perceiving that therein which she 
never could refuse, prepared to comply, 
when the door gently opening, there ap- 
peared at it Herodian, the young son of 
Odenathus, sent by his father to thank 
Septimia for her promise of becoming to 
him a second mother. The hand of Ze- 
nobia being at that moment* extended, 
Herodian mistook the purpose for a wish 
for him to come forward ; since his mo- 
ther's death, he had been indulgently 
noticed by both, and he now ran and 
seized the extended hand, kissing it with 
words of thanks suiting his age and meek 
disposition, and then enquired for Vic* 
toria, a young maiden a few years older 
than himself, to whom he was fondly at* 
tached. 

Pronounce the oath, said Elkanah, 
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sternly, and laying his hand on the 
shoulder of the boy, would have repulsed 
him. Herodian, timid and easily af- 
frighted, shrunk from the rude grasp of 
Elkanab, and clung yet closer to Ze- 
ndhia. Obey thy mother, and swear !— 
Zenobia endeavoured to release her hand ; 
Septimia called Herodian to come to her, 
whilst the exasperated Elkanah, proceed- 
ing to remove him by force, defeated his 
own purpose: Herodian, all terror and 
dismay at this reception, so violent and un- 
expected, grasped Zenobia with strength 
she could' not repel. ' 

She paused, and fondly looked upon 
him — ever fond, but now her feelings 
Were almost maternal. Is, this chance or 
premeditation ? Is it— O can it be a 
warning from heaven? "What! to con* 
firm me in the only true religion- 1 — make 
me ever avoid paganism ? And is ours 
the only true one ? What other? — Th« 
Christian z— but tha t My mother is 
no christian. Her silence Wats long, and 
1 ended in a steady resolution to decline 
vol. i. x 
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the oath— On that subject I will be re- 
sponsible to God alone. Thee, as <puUi#*g 
the room, and leading the terrified .hey, 
she added* My mother, set thy mind el 
ease concerning me; and to ensure that 
$ase f send without delay for Longintis; 
Herodian and I will begin our studies 
With him, and ere six aaottf h v I> of the 
two, promise to be the best Greek aetata** 



The ivfttige <>f Zeuohia was for a short 
time effaced from the mind of Odenatbm, 
apd he wholly Revetted himself to the high 
concents of his new office. The military 
affairs of the province were entrusted t» 
Zabdas ; tbostf of-ifte dty, comprising the 
militia, he left to Ralista and Victormos, 
whilst he 4evoted himself to others. more 
congenial to l|is philosophic* mild, and 
peaceful disposition. He examined: into 
the interior policy -of the state, confirmed, 
abolished, and fratned laws, and unadt 
himself personally and familiarly ae» 
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qaakrted with noet of the h**d* of fft- 
Milios. Nothing to him appeared de- 
grading or li&Qfknw, if eopdneive to $r 
happiness of his, people : fry tpriis* A* 
their ictcrett required, Odetffttfois was a 
am in meridian spleadow, or obscu^f! 
fey clonds, .or wholly eclipsed. 

The freedom of Palmyra had been ac- 
knowledged by Roto*, and tbvs etrepgtb- 
coed, Odenathas in a short tiiqe proved 
to hia adoring subjects, that heftigp#fit 
power, in the hands of a virtuous sojfft- 
reign, is the most perfect form of go^era- 
ment on earth, the nearest imitation #f 
the government* of heaven. Not only . 
the cky of Palmyra was greatly enlarged 
and beautified, hot those of Thaf>$A<w, 
Cmessa, Apapnea, Larissa ai*4 *tibea» 
were much improved. Preferring P$Me 
to war, he by valoijr ensured peace, 4qr 
«etie now dared attack a propinfle go- 
verned by a general hitherto jnwtrcib^e. 
Aware of this, raanjr of his lroops ; ,were 
disbanded, oonscious that the reading of 
his standard {the native jpalm} would be 
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the signal for Palmyrene to appear in 
arms: and for a few months, he resigned 
himself solely to promoting the prospe- 
rity of his dominions. 
. Bnt whilst dispensing blessings around 
him, was his own heart to remain longer 
unblessed ? That noble heart, which Ze- 
nobia had foretold should yet be hers, at 
every interval fondly returned to the 
being by which it was enthralled; and 
though each morning he resolved to con- 
quer his inclination, and shun the palace 
of Antiochns, every evening beheld him 
there a welcome guest. 

On what hath Septimia been so long 
employed? enquired Antiochns; and say, 
for whom is this tapestry designed ?— For 
thy future son-in-law, replied Septimia, 
smiling, and she continued giving direc- 
tions to her maidens, regardless of Ode- 
nathusj who stood behind her husband.— 
Rely on me, said the prince, to Antiochns, 
as he was departing ; suffer me to make 
6ne more attempt : should I succeed, thy 
daughter abjures her faith* and becomes 
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mine, or I renounce her for ever, and 
form an alliance with Rome. 

Zenobia heard the words which Od£- 
nathas wished she should^ and went over* 
to her mother's frame ; Odenathns fol- 
lowed^ and in silence sat down on the 
other side of Septimia, where, on th«* 
table, lay the same book which had occa- 
sioned him so much perplexity when fiifct 
preferring his suit. 

* • He hid been occupiedjmany minutes 
in carelessly turning over the pages, his 
mind far otherwise engaged, when, hastily 
rising, be was : shutting it, but was pre ♦ 
Vented by Zenobia, who, placing her 
hand on the open page, again read— 

€ In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the. earth;' thus must all 
things have a beginning, and ftiou hast 
now began the first page of the volume 
of truth. This is a Syriac translation of 
our bible, which bible contains five books 
called the Pentateuch— the history of our 
nation from the death of Moses to tlie 
reign of Artaxerxes Lotigimafius, a pe- 
K3 
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riod of three thousand years, compiled 
by the prophets, the prophets them- 
selves from Isaiah to Malachi, and four 
books of hymns and divine precepts* 
Here is also & new Greek translation of a 
lew chapters of Genesis, rendered at my 
desire \>y Longinus; and who ever yet 
xefttsed tt> read the writing* of Lou* 
gfotM 

Odenathns hesitating, reluctantly cast 
bi#r$y^ on the page, and long was silent. 
Xwobia* *$ she worked watched hi* 
ccwaten^nc^, and saw apathy and indiffe- 
rence gF&duaJly vanish. ? Let there be 
Ijgbt, and there was light/ I do not re- 
collect, in any other author a more sub- 
lime expression ; and as his eye wandered 
0V$r lines of the purest language ever 
peaftedj he still gave praise to Longinus. 
-HSo much to the translator, and none to 
the author, none to the Inspirer? en- 
quired Septimia. 

x And God saw that it was good'— to 
what does that refer? said he, looking 
back* To the separation of water? and 
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earth. It occurs aga^ir-agtio* and h&*> 
a, third, fourth, and fifth tk»e ; ' God s»W 
wfcry thiqg that he had made, find behold 
it urns good/ Are then earthquakes, fir*** 
pestilence, and ttatb.gPtid? Sepfrinufc 
thftn addl£9ttd fcirotrrSfin i$ QWtainly not 
gwfdv neither did fiio and ijfc coroflqnencea 
proceed frwn God; .»U;ttetf b* gave wm 
good for thou hfl&t p $t to f?ed; that with 
sin came those drestdfoi tfbftOgf* ha the 
tf#rftfrial world* evil was not the gift of 
fcaron, a*d i* tbtogobtaft age* this world 
w4» a beavw tyt-eqftfc 

And how long, did tbia atnte pf bliac 
coptjnpe? enquired pdeoatbus* turning 
o«er the ieav&s j. the events ocqupy thre# 
<&ftpfrra ojaly.-r^A sho*jt period Ir-Thj 
calculation shows more of the soldier 
than the philosopher, reworked Zenobifr 
JAegeJdfsn igpwas, an eg<?,.op* haadr^d 
yj»«sj; tbpe, from the <jj*>atioft:;of the 
world to the destruction thereof, was t JVo 
tktH^p4:<yeai& ap4 yet the; history of 
tfot period is Gpnjaiosd in aayea <?b*g>- 
tets^Atri JM? 4»at thou. p*ove, Ze- 
K4 
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nobia, that thus long Paradise was en- 
joyed ?-— We know not, she replied, how 
long the exact space was wherein the 
first state of innocence and happiness 
flourished with a frill and perfect union — 
perhaps not long, but it was longer far 
before the world witnessed the foul crime 
of Cain, and before all traces of primaeval 
happiness were worn out by successive 
follies and enormities. 

Look *at what period Cain, Abel; 
and Seth were bon* r tod fet the age of 
Adam when he died .-^Were^ these* the 
only children of this first man and wo- 
man?— No; they had mfcny others, re- 
plied Septimia, sons and ; daughters, as 
reason must convince thee; who gradually 
peopled the land of Uz, the land of Nod, 
and other places adjoining the country 
of Damascus, WhSre bur first parents 
dwelt after their expulsion from Para- 
dise. 

And this, remarked Odenathus, is the 
Hebrew account of the golden age ? We 
have also . ours. Though a : Syrian by 
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birtb, I am, a? you. know, by education, * 
Roman ; not the god of the Arab is mine, 
bpt the gods of Hesiod and of Homefe 
Thy Adam and his wife, it seems, were 
created. in innoqence; why did not their 
Maker preserve them thus, why. leave 
them the pow?r to dispt)ey ? 

This enemy to man, continued Odena- 
thus, this serpent, here. for the first time 
introduced to our knowledge, is this an 
allegory ? — No, said Septimia, neither is 
it the first motion of Satan ; for we have 
a book written by a man who lived before 

Moses, the wrjter qf this And why 

not insert it in its proper place, to render 
clearer th^se pages? — Would that be 
in order? returned Septimia. What can 
come before the creation, of which Moses 
was the first who undertook the ac- 
count ? To, those conversant in the 
scriptures, it occasions no confusion, and 
oth^s will, in this age of knowledge, ever 
meet a friendly band to guide them. — Of 
which I am an instance, replied Odena- 
thus. But this book — where is it to be 
R5 
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founds and by whom was it written ?— By 
«fe6> a prince great in powder and riches, 
x&o lived not iong after tbe delttge ; bene 
is, comedy speaking, the first tafeiition 
^f the serpent, the enemy of man. 

£enoibia would have closed the boak 
to which she had referred, when 0<teaa- 
th&s prevented her, -and with e&rnest and 
eager ca*i0sity> he read, nor ceased *mtil 
he had rapidly perused the whole. No, 
said he* fro** the hour I first Ydkmtarily 
tfpfefted the page of knowledge, never did 
1 meet the equal df this. Sablfrae atad 
admirable ! and never* befeKe *6 meet my 
eye ! Having read those pages, ctmtinwed 
he, turning back to Generis, tfcese «re 
now better understood. 

Odenathns continued to pettrsfe (a si- 
lence, and then remarked, A Redeetaer is 
here promised — woman to be subjett to 
main until the coming of that Redeemer — 
a virgin mother. Is that promise yet to be 
fulfilled ? And what am I to Understand 
by this — Enodh walked with God— -he 
was not, for God took him ?*-That fee 
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WM tftkdn tip tertauren wdtiibt yet aliirt; 
*aid Zenobia-^-hthat he never law death ; 
.the intention of wfcioh might he to shew 
to.mtfikiiid, .fcbe original design of Ate 
tncntcifeFCrfiatler^ infl his power to itsioe 
hothlbody and soul imnifted, to idissemear- 
lasting. 

Noah, i©f :.tbe raee of Se£fc, ^remarked 
GMhnartjbm,;*npst (hate been inspired to 
do thus by the Author of the flood, or 
others would also have hailt ships, and 
ea*ed thcsaeekw ; ' incredulity, it appears, 
was tfee canse ctf thesr 4t&iiiction^ for 
they were forewarned. This .event an- 
swers to onr ^Satnin and-^eocalion— ( I 
wiH not again drown ikn merit.' it is 
nowabflTOifottr thousand yeqrs sinoethis 
promise wai ^ivrfn, andiw* aecopddeloge 
hascometipbaii? tlfo p^tnise hath hi- 
therto been kept.-^4)a having she <a?k, 
said 'Zendbiai 4)l*e tftntld roost have ap* 
plated >torNcttrf» and Jbfe'titonily ai neuriy 
created.; perfectly ootticioW ttf th^ipm- 
viotw existence/ they descended fr<w*i tfce 
donde, emerged from ddtfeaess; and land- 
kG 
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ed in a glorious country, freed of wild 
beasts and noxious animals, a country of 
which they /had sole dominion: and, 
Odenathus, we can best tell what the na- 
tural excellencies of that spot where they 
settled on leaving the said ark. I was 
reared in Armenia ; at the foot of Mount 
Ararat is Zaantha-r-on that dear monut, 
scene of my. childish days, memory often 
fondly dwells. 

Odenathus, his hand upon the page, 
looked at Zenobia; I will ere long visitAr- 
menia, said Jbe, and continued reading— 
The world .divided between the- three 
sous of Noah — Ham. has incurred a ma* 
lediction, Shem gained a. blessing, and 
Japbeth is promised an enlargement of 
worldly possessions. And bow is this 
division ascertained?— By history, said 
Zenobia, arid that most accurately ; the 
descendants of H^m peopled Africa, those 
of Japbeth, Europe, and the chosen, race 
of Shfem, Asia^Apd why distinguished 
by the titte of the chosen ? enquired 
Qd^n^thus.— Because, replied Septiinia> 
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from bis posterity will come the pro- 
mised Redeemer, the son of the virgin 
mother. ' T • 

The tower of Babel, said Odenathus — 
of this there can be no doubt, for we re- 
cord an event exactly similar; that of 
the giants heaping mountains to scale the 
walls of heaven, and being frustrated in 
their impious attempt by the thnnders of 
Jupiter.— Thus, observed Zenobia, thou 
rnakest the truth of our sacred records 
depend on thy incredible mythology. Is 
it not easier t6 build a tower of brick, 
than hurl mountains through the air? 
And if thou doubtest those words, do not 
disbelieve thine eyes ; and she unlocked 
a cabinet. Here are the. reeds I gathered 
from between the bricks of the remains 
of the tower of Babel. Nineveh is dis- 
solved, but that yet stands a gigantic mo- 
nument of art and impiety, on the banks 
of the Euphrates, now tbe resort of wild 
beasts, where the kings of Persia take the 
diversion of hunting. 
. Abram, said Odenathus, or Abraham, 
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is^ I observe, selected as the head of a 
distinct nation; thy nation Zenobia.— 
And thine Odenathus, she replied— ^-I a 
Hebrew am d^seeiidfcd f*f>» isftac, and 
thou an Ar^b from hi$ brother Jsbmael. 
•—by education, tbeegh the worshipper 
of ratmy gods; by -descent the 'Worshipper 
of o»e 5 ai^t that: the true. Gdeh Ode- 
BatbuB read on iri silent and was often 
observed ' to shifce bte head as jaet well 
pleaded. These. Patriarch** said he, ad- 
dressing Septiotia, are not the perfect m<y- 
(klfi of :wrtw, I expected** fend then?.— 
N<W onfe, exoepttag this named Jeaeph U 
free £tam blemish — in all the vest there fe 
tecovded? something to blame* actioajs 
highly deserving cenattres-^Septkaia *e~ 
plied not. 

?Oh excellent eulogiutn Tan- the cx&- 
dero* . and. veracity of the historian I en- 
claimed Zenobia, who thus Instead of 
falsely colouring,, or wholly omkting' ,t he 
transgressions bf ibis forefathers, records 
truths, and thns shews human nature as 
it really i*— but peruse ithose chfagiters 
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again, and them wilt see transgression 
whoHy obscured by superior virtues.— 
Odenathm complied, and after a rapid 
and slight perusal ef die remaining four 
books of the Pentateuch closed the vaiune 
-—I now faily comprehend the' dream- 
stances detailed f som the creation to the 
de*th of Moses ; a period comprehending 
a vast lapse of time. — And yet said Ze- 
nobia, that vast lapse of time was only 
seven generations.-— Seven ! exclaimed 
(Meuatbas. Even so; sere© men who 
progressively sow each other lace to face: 
Adam, Methusalab, Sbem (otherwise 
Melchiscdeck), Jacob, Ko&ath, his grand- 
son Moses, and Jostsaa.— Adam related 
the paiiiculars of the cueattou and his 
fall to Metbusalah— to this, Shem, when 
instructing Jacob, added the account of 
the deluge— -Jacob again hi addition told 
to Kobath the minutest circumstances re* 
lative to his own family — Moses was 
brought upon the knee of Kohatb, and 
Joshua was the bosom friend of Moses: 
The truth of this were well worthy rigorous 



308 ZENOBIA, 

enquiry and examination, replied Ode* 
nathus rising, and how great my triumph 
on proving Zenobia in an error,— 'here I 
pronounce, in the presence of her mother, 
not to forego the reward of my triumph. 
— Septimia smiled at his gallant threat* 
whilst the crimsoned cheeks of Zenobia 
sought to hide themselves amongst the 
embroidered flowers growing beneath her 
skilful hand. 

And on what art thou engaged, en- 
quired Odenathus, leaning over the frame 
of Septimia, What is this worked text 
thus encircled with garlands ?— -Tapestry 
designed for the study of Zenobia, she 
replied, a room devoted by her to solitude 
and prayer — I have also hangings to pre-* 
sent to thee for a like purpose — her's, as 
thou seest, are com pleated ; the subject 
of thine is only sketched on paper, and 
she presented it to . him. Odenathus, 
without looking at the. paper in his hand, 
read the words woven in the tapestry :— 
* Thou shalt have none other gods but 
me' .—Now said Zenobia, read the first 
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commandment in thy law, and he read:— 
f Thou shalt have many gods, or rather 
thou shalt personify every human passion 
and pay it divine honours.' Having pe- 
rused our second ordinance — peruse thine. 
— * Thou shalt carefully make to thyself 
images in gold and silver, in ivory, wood, 
and brass ; and when painted, gilded, and 
polished, - shalt bow down to them and 
adore them — the beasts of the field, and 
the fowls of the air, are also deities, and 
as such claim worship.' 

He was proceeding, when stopped by 
Septimia, who said, Lay aside that paper, 
read only this tapestry, and represent to 
yourself eight more commandments, en- 
joinings what thtfse prohibit. — Is not this 
a fair explanation of the Pagan law? 

Must I then confess, said Odenathus, re- 
seating himself, that- since I was last here, 
lg$ by my heart or my judgment, thou 
Septimia shalt determine, I have conversed 
with thy brother Elkanah, one Paulus, a 
learned man of Sarmosata, and Irenius, the 
Christian pastor of Palmyra— but subtle 
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casuists and deep reason ers, can make lit- 
tle impression on a mind wholly ignorant, 
until lately of the foundation of your be- 
lief.— No; I would prefer simple truths, 
explained in simple language, you must 
not then consider me an. overgrown sckar 
lar^ but discourse with me as you would 
Tvith Herodian— dp not attempt , to r&iss 
my capacity to your's ; but deign to lower 
your explanation, to my comprehension. 
— Why did JVloses, the Jewish legislator, 
brought up in all the learning of tht 
Egyptians, why did he not rather embrace 
the faith of his royal reputed mother, 
than that of the enslaved Hebrew ? 

Hast thou not remarked, asked Ze- 
nobw, that Providence committed the 
care of his early years to his own pa- 
rents ? Was not truth sown early in his 
heart, leaving no room for tares,— Had I 
been educated in Palmyra I had, perhaps, 
been pagan ; but reared by a Jewish mo- 
ther, what other faith could possibly be 
mine ? The religion of Moses once firmly 
established, all the learning he afterward* 
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acquired, bat served to confirm it ; inca- 
pable of change. The more he studied 
nature, the greater his belief in the God 
of nature. 

And wherefore wet* the Israelites thus 
inhumanly treated by the Egyptians ? Me* 
thinks the memory of Joseph, their great 
benefactor, should have be6n more re* 
jspected. — And doubtless it would, replied 
Septimia, had the crown of Egypt con- 
tinued in the same family, but though not 
mentioned in scripture* tradition informs 
us, that the country was, in after ages, 
conquered by a neighbouring king, who, 
as customary, took the name of Pharoah* 
— The miracles then performed were 
wonderful ! — this of passing through the 
Red Sea.— Does not this globe we stand 
on, asked Zenobia, turn round every four 
and twenty hours, yet neither the beds of 
the ocean are emptied, nor the dry land 
inundated. — The same power which at 
the creation, said to the oceans, ' Keep 
your bounds, 9 and at the flood, ' Overflow 
your bounds, 9 said to the Waters of the 
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Red Sea ; and afterwards to those of 
Jordan —' Divide. Be stationary as a 
wall to the right and to the left. 9 And 
why, asked Odenathus, if Moses did write 
these five books, why doth he thus speak 
of himself instead of speaking in bis own 
person $ — Why, demanded Zenobia, why 
does Caesar in his Commentaries speak of 
himself instead of speaking in his own 
person. — Odenathus, turning over t;he 
leaves, continued — This utter extirpation 
of the inhabitants of Canaan, and seizure 
of their lands under Joshua-— Was but 
the extirpation of idolatry, said Septimia, 
and taking possession of the inheritance 
promised by the Lord, the rightful owner 
of the land, to Shem the blessed son of 
Noah, which inheritance had been usurped 
by the hardened and iniquitous sons of 
Ham. — Moreover, destruction came not 
► upon them unawares — as certain as Noah 
preached repentance, and was disregarded, 
and the flood came down, the nations of 
Canaan were warned against the conse- 
quences of idolatry, which slighting, they 
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Were delivered up to the sword of the 
Israelite. — 'God is an impartial God, he 
visited his favoured nation, the Israelite 
with many evils, and spared the righteous, 
regardless wheresoever born. 

The possession of this land was given 
-to Abraham's posterity, remarked Ode- 
nathus — the promise is repeatedly made, 
was it ever literally and amply fulfilled— 
and at what period ? — In the reign of 
Solomon, replied Zetiobia-— whose alli- 
ance was courted by the greatest sove- 
reigns, and whose dominions stretched 
from Euphrates to the Mediterranean, 
and from Phoenicia to Egypt— in power,, 
wisdom, and magnificence, far exceeding, 
any other earthly prince. Our nation, 
from the time of Joshua to the death of 
the last of the Maccabees, was a great 
nation, but from that period all has been 
calamity. Our government passed, away, 
our priesthood set aside, and our people 
.scattered over the habitable earth — not 
honoured, but tolerated^— the character 
wholly changed, dwelling among the gen- 
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tiles, strictly speaking with trembling 
heart, failing of eyes, aorrow of mind-— 
tiie life of the Hebrew, wherever fate 
hath cast him, ever hangs in doubt*— in 
the morning he says would it were eren, 
and at even would it were morning"— 
Rome, Egypt, and Caesar'* western con- 
.quests, are filled with these outcasts^— Oh 
-Messed the power which shall hear their 
cry for aid, which shall gather them toge- 
ther, and make them once again a na- 
tion ! — And her expressive look was 
turned on the prince. 

Odenatbns, much affected, took her 
hand, saytng, what wouldst thou have me 
do? Abjure paganism and embrace our 
faith. There is «iir code of laws, and she 
pointed to the tapestry. Declare withont 
hesitation, thy belief in one God, and thy 
heart bath adopted the first command* 
num. The second, relative to the wor- 
ship of graven images, reminds nsof what 
but lately we witnessed near Julian's 
jrilkuwa sniritTtode collected round thy 
-statue,; paying it reverence andhpmage, 
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Whilst thou, the living Odenathus, at the 
Mme Moment passed by them unnoticed. 
When thy belief in tfce Almighty shall 
be folly established, added Septimia, tho« 
canst not but acknowledge that so sacred a 
name should never, as witness or protector 
he improperly invoiced. The fomrth en- 
joins us to keep holy the Sabbath day. 
Under thy mild government, the first of 
every month is a, sabbath or day of rest, 
k*mI if perverse to his own peace and com* 
fort, any transgress in this> he is pnnished 
With the same severity a* the man who 
refoees to oafttribtite his labour one day 
in the week to the public welfare. I need 
to*t, she a#ectfa«)8tely continued, enforce 
the fifth or sereirrth commandments oil 
Qdcftathus, from his youth upwards justly 
named thfe Pious— but do not neglect en* 
forcing them on the minds of thy subjects. 
The 6i*th, said Zenobia, is here written, 
^Thou shalt do no awarder/ but the 
words of the text are, 'Thou shalt not 
IdH/ and herein the sense doth not wide- 
ly differ, for ail killing in an evil cause, 
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without the pleas of. justice, and the pri- 
vilege of self-defence, or without the 
forms and sentence of righteous laws (all 
which have the sanction of the Lord) is 
murder. Oh be Odenathus in future as 
he has hitherto proved himself, the first 
promoter of defensive, not the encourager 
of offensive war!-— rather be the shield 
than the sword. 'Thou shalt do no mur- 
der!' — her voice trembled— she paused — 
a deep sigh burst froin her lips, and her 
face was bathed in tears. 

Septimia alarmed arose, and hastened 
to her relief; Odenathus, equally surprised 
and agitated, started from his seat — but 
Zenobia recovering herself, declined any 
assistance, saying, This is to convince thee 
Odenathus, that thou ait not conversing 
with learned rabbis, but simple woman, 
whom a sun-beam cherishes into smiles, 
and a drop of rain dissolves in tears. 
May that God on \?hoip w$ are striving 
to fix thy heart, preserve thy life U— and 
again her face was concealed in hpr> v^ai. 

Septimia, anxious t4 divert the fetten* 
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tion of Odenathus from Zenobia, that 
she might gain time wholly to conquer 
her feelings thus unaccountably agitated* 
continued— The eighth, ninth, and tenth 
commandments, on due reflection, must 
convince thee that religion is the best 
safeguard of peace and worldly posses- 
sions. — c Do not steal — Do not bear falsa 
witness — Do not covet.' Now Odenathus 
setting aside the divine origin of these 
laws, and the awful and terrific circum- 
stances attending their promulgation, 
could a more perfect system of morality 
be invented, in order to secure to man 
his happiness individually or collectively ? 
And wherefore, asked Odenathus, were 
they given under these terrific circum- 
stances? Never, said Zenobia, doth 
thunder roll, lightning dart, profound ob- 
scurity come over all things, but I think 
on this oar decalogue — the bow of hea- 
ven was adopted as a sign that while that 
was visible, no second deluge could de- 
stroy the world, and thus was the storm 
perhaps singled out Jo keep in memory 
tol. I. v 
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the law ; whirlwinds, earthquakes and 
lightning seem to repeat these sacred 
Ten, and thunder menace such as break 
them. 

And now, Odenathus, added Sep- 
timia, thou art informed of the whole 
system of our faith ; thou art surprised, 
yet this is all. We believe in one God ; 
we are bound to keep these, and we look 
for the coming of the Messiah. With 
respect to our various sacrifices, offerings, 
and ceremonies, consult Paulus or £1- 
kanah ; expect from us only the explana- 
tion of oar three principal festivals. The 
Feast of the Passover is to commemorate 
the Lord passing, over, or sparing the 
children of the Israelites, when he in one 
night slew all the fir^t-bom of Egypt. 
The Feast of the Pentecost is in memory 
of the giving of this law to Moses on 
Mount Sinai, when also the first-fruits of 
wheat-harvest are offered to the divine 
Giver ; and the Feast of the Tabernacles, 
held in the time of the vintage, reminds 
its of the period^vhen our forefathers 
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wandering forty years in the deserts, live* 
in tents and booths. There are, 1 allow, 
many others, of which Elk an ah can best 
inform thee ; but be not disgusted with 
his learned harangues, or yield too much 
credit to what he, I verily believe, prefers to 
the scriptures : a book he perhaps shewed 
thee, the Talmud, in which the traditions 
of our ancestors, some sixty years back, 
were, recorded by a rabbi of Tiberias, 
many of which are valuable, and others 
want the basis of truth. 

And this is all r repeated Odenathus. 
Thus hast thou in few words reduced to 
order what I until lately regarded as a 
confused mass of contradictions. I have 
sometimes pitied the Hebrews, enslaved 
to ceremonies ; when are those of thy 
nation to cease ?— At the coming of the 
Messiah, replied Septimia, who is to be 
our judge, redeemer, saviour, and king ; 
he will gather together the scattered 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, the rem- 
nant of the others, and restore them to 
their land, and to th* land its city, its 
L 2 
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Jerusalem: then will our suffering na- 
tion, warned by the dreadful judgments 
that have already fallen, worship God in 
spirit and in truth, and be again under 
'him in power and majesty, the glory of 
the East. 

And the Christian ? said Odenatbus, 
-hesitatingly. — The Christian, returned 
Zenobia, denies this interpretation, and 
herein lies the great point of difference 
between their faith and ours : they assert 
that the gathering of the tribes means 
conversion to their belief; they preach, 
that the Messiah having already ap- 
peared, a temple made with hands is no 
longer the residence of Jehovah : but we 
know otherwise ; we know that the ga- 
thering of our nation will be literally ful- 
filled, therefore look forward with hope 
to the rebuilding of the habitation of 
God, and it will be rebuilt. 

I fear, said Odenathas, charmed by 
the fire of religious enthusiasm which 
shone in her eyes, and glowed on her 
countenance — 1 ftbr that ere long I shall 



QUEEN OF PALMYRA. 221 

number among my people more Jew* 
than Pagans ; and now mast I acknow- 
ledge that I have thonght on this subject 
more deeply than either were aware, 
for with Irenios, the Christian pastor, I 
have held much discourse : he is a plain, 
inoffensive man, who, satisfied in his own 
belief, seeks not to inspire others with 
the same; his manners are harmless, 
timid, and wavering. Jnst sack a cha- 
racter I would wish the head of the 
Christians, for the lasting security of 
Pagan or Jewish faith ; for to the satis* 
factory answers he gave to my enquiries, 
could he have added ardour and fervency, 
I might perhaps be in no danger of em- 
bracing Judaism. And now suffer me to 
question. you. The prophets of your na- 
tion predicted the last dispersion of the 
tribes, and the destruction of Jerusalem ; 
was this prediction to be fulfilled previous 
to the coming of the Messiah, or subse- 
quent to that event ? What do your 
scriptures say of this expected Saviour ? 
Where is he to be born ? at what period 
L 3 
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of time ? Of which tribe will he spring ? 
What are to be his functions, his cha- 
racter? What do the prophets say thereon ? 
How is he to redeem you, andfrom what— 
from sin or temporal subjection? How 
restore you, and establish you as a king- 
dom—by force of arms or miracle ? 

We are not doctors of the law, re- 
plied Zenohia, to point out each distinct 
prophecy ; be satisfied therefore with an 
answer brief as true. According to the 
prophets, he is to come of the tribe of 
Judah, of the royal lineage of David, and 
be born at Bethlehem of Jcidea.— An4 is 
it not foretold, enquired Odenatbus, that 
the same person, though in the latter 
days triumphant and glorious, will yet 
-undergo sufferings and humiliation ; that 
he will be despised and rejected of man, 
yet that his kingdom and dominion shall 
have no end? Then, after a pause, he 
added, I have come into the world too 
soon; would that I had been reserved 
for the appearance of thy Messiah, or 
been born after his time! for I feel a 
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vacancy, an unsatisfied desire— this is 
all well ; my mind begins to comprehend, 
but my heart wants an object to rest 
upon. 

Why not, asked Septimia, be satisfied 
in expectation, as were the prophets and 
many of the most virtuous men of our na- 
tion ? — True, said Odenathns ; but with 
me, retrospection is most gratifying. — The 
words, the remarks of Odenathus, struck 
forcibly the eager imagination of Ze~ 
nobia ; until this hour, her thoughts had 
never wandered that way, but now they 
appeared to her as originally her own: 
and she sat meditating on the confused 
ideas to which his suggestions had given 
rise, when, shortly after, religion gave 
place to affairs of state, and attention 
wholly turned to a messenger from 
Rome. 

Odenathus received and opened the 
dispatches ; Septimia and Zenobia would 
have retired, and never would their ab- 
sence have been noticed, but at the door 
they stopped, and gently returned to their 

L4 
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seats. Through the open arcades was* 
seen advancing the whole body of sena- 
tors fall-robed, headed by Orodes, fol- 
lowed by a deputation from the people. 
Having arranged themselves around the 
spacious apartment, they fixed their eyes 
on Odenathus, who, wholly taken tip 
with the letters received, at first saw not 
their entrance. Read these, said he to 
Orodes, presenting them.— Pardon me, 
sir, if I refuse until thou art informed of 
what hath this day passed the senate. 
Prince of Palmyra was but a limited 
title, the first step to supreme powei^— 
with that power thou art now invested r 
this morning the senate, the army, and 
the people, with one consent, declared 
thee King of the East. 

And King of the West, it appears 
also, said Odenathus, for here is my 
charter from Gallienus: in full Roman 
senate, I am declared Augustus, his co- 
partner in the empire, and sharer in the 
purple. It gave me little exultation, for 
I preferred the inferior, though more be- 
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loved title of Prince of Palmyra ; but 
since elected by my own people, 1 accept 
the offered throne, the empire, and ita 
diadem. 

Orodes had anticipated his answer: 
the train of information had been pre- 
viously laid by Caleb — it spread a rapid 
flame of delight through the expecting 
city, and at the moment that the prince 
drew his sword to swear on it love and 
fidelity to Palmyra, the universal cry was 
beard of— Odenathus, King of the East ! 

Septimia and her daughter were the 
only women present, and had there been 
a thousand, Zejftobia alone would have, 
engrossed every eye. Odenatbus fixed 
his on her, and his speechless suit was 
majestic, graceful, and tender; the golden 
sceptre placed ill his hand by Orodes, he 
gave into hers ; whilst she taking the ge- 
nerals staff presented by Antiochus, and 
wrapping round it the silken tapestry 
containing the Mosaic law, offered it to 
him. He paused, then took it, softly 
saying, Zenobia, queen of my choice !— - 
L5 
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Zenobia, our Queen ! loudly exclaimed 
Orodes, and Zenobia, Queen of the East! 
was passed from voice to vbice, and 
echoed by half a million. 

She looked around, and but that the 
blushing graces of youth softened the ma- 
jesty of that brilliant look, it could hot have 
been stedfastly met. She withdrew her 
hand from that of Odenathns, and laying 
it on the sword he yet grasped, If I ac- 
cept the glory of regal power, I accept 
also its perils. I do not feel exalted, the 
circumstances of my birth entitling me, 
and me alone of all the land, to fill this 
envied station. I share the sword equally 
with the sceptre, not receiving half the 
empire, bat enjoying tbe whole with 
Odenathns, who hath thus selected me 
from the female world, and here most 
solemnly promise to rale, love, and de- 
fend Palmyrene with mutual zeal and af- 
fection* 

The joy of the heathen spectators 
was frantic, that of the Jewish filled 
with selfish hope and exultation, whilst 
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.the little baud of Christians, beaded by 
tbeir pastor, lowly, meek, and humble, 
looked at bar, and then at each other, 
softly murmuring, Ob, that she were a 
Christian !. 

Elkanah, Autiochus, and Orodes gave 
the signals previously determined on. 
The gardens were thrown open, and in 
an instant were filled with Palmyrenians; 
the curtains of the open side of the apart- 
ment were wholly drawn aside, and thus 
was gratified every joyful eye; in the 
grounds, forming a noble amphitheatre, 
were arranged, by the direction of Zab- 
das and Victorinus, the various bodies of 
the people, classed according to their oc- 
cupation, all in festive garments; and 
behind, on an eminence, stood unarmed 
troops wreathed with laurel. Not a heart 
but burned with rapture on witnessing 
the mutual crowning of Odenathus and 
Zenobia. He placed the tiara on her 
head — she the golden diadem on his ; 
Zenobia took the sword tendered to her 
by her father, and girded it on Odena- 
l6 
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thus — he received a small and beauteous 
scymitar from Orocles, and clasped it on 
the waist of his queen; ivory thrones 
were brought forward ; and in the sight 
of their subjects, they 'plighted mutual 
faith. 

The Contract had been signed, and the 
ceremony long over, ere Odenathus well 
knew that he had for ever abjured pa- 
ganism, and embraced the religion of 
Zenobia. 
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Diony sins.— The return of Cassimus, a wood 
cutter from the desert—The prison of Palmyra — 
Herodian offers half his Persian spoils to Meonius 
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Four years are gone by, and now say, 
Elkanah, are thy hopes fulfilled r— In 
part they are ; for thy policy being con- 
trary to the usual policy of those of thy 
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nation, the union, brought about by thy 
means, hath greatly spread the Jewish 
faith, and this day, by the example of 
Odenathus and Zeriobia, hundreds are 
rescued from idolatry. — O that thy zeal 
had been exerted in a better cause ! — "Thy 
personal views are yet to be accomplished, 
and how with thee doth time linger, un- 
til, in imagination a second Nehemiab, 
thou shalt be sent governor of Judea ! 

Or odes, art thou contented ? Yea, 
verily ; thou hast not a wish ungratified. 
—•Procurator of thy beloved Palmyra 
and president of a tribe, then art now 
amply rewarded for thy services to Ode- 
»athus.-~ Antiochus speak thou, what more 
canst wkh ?*— Paganism has indeed re- 
ceived a fatal blow by the conversion of 
Odenathus ; but is not thy family exalted, 
— thy daughter raised to empire ? — And 
Septimia ? — O Septimia, hitherto thou 
bast no cause to regret Zaantha ; thy 
child, the beloved wife <if the excellent 
Odenathus, and the mother of children, 
dear to her, as Zenobia is still to thee. 
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Thus Elkanah faatfa gained some hun- 
dred Jewish proselytes. — Orodes esta- 
blished a kingdom, and Antiochus immor- 
talized his name— Septimia is happy, 
Zenohia honoured, Odenathus worshipped 
—•And in what period is Palmyra thus 
blessed ? — Seven years more— but seven — 
O God ! what are nations in thy sight ! 
What the world, the universe, bat grains 
of earth and drops of water in the palm 
of thy hand ?— Seven years more, and 
where these men — where Septimia and 
ber daughter— where Palmyra itself? 

The fourth year concluded with the 
return of Odenathus and Zenobia from 
the third Persian war— and who the se^ 
cret instigator of these wars — what his 
motive ? Elkanah : well knowing that 
mind and time otherwise employed, his 
sovereigns would have no leisure for reli- 
gious examinations, he was the hidden 
agent who ever stranded a load alarm of 
war, whilst others were disposed to sink 
slumbering in the arms of peace. By his 
crafty management, no Christian was per- 
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mitted to cross the threshold of the pa- 
lace* — Zenobia, engaged by new duties, 
was content to abide in the faith she had 
been reared, and O den at bus had rejected 
any other faith than that of Zenobia. 
Yet, though neither had advanced ano- 
ther step towards conversion, they ^greatly 
favoured and protected their Christian 
subjects* By the command of Odenathus 
a new college was bailt in Palmyra, at 
the public expence, and a church at 
bis own* 

The last expedition against Persia, 
though glorious, and otherwise successful, 
failed in its principal object — -Valerian was 
brought, laden with chains to the walls of 
the -besieged city, and the Palmyrenians 
summoned /beneath them ; a herald then 
proclaimed, that on the next stone or arrow 
being sent against Ctesiphon, the head of 
Valerian should be thrown back in return. 
Hopeless and despairing, Odenathus and 
Zenobia drew off tbeir armies, in the faint 
expectation tbat treaty and ransom might 
effect, what it was proved force could not. 
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In tlie fate of this captive monarch, re- 
marked Odenathus, there is something 
more than we can comprehend — thrice 
hath he been on the eve of deliverance, 
when disappointed by circumstances, in 
appearance trifling. — The hand of heaven 
itself, though why we know not, seems 
against him. 

Their return to Palmyra was a day of 
triumph. — Open the public prisons, ex- 
claimed Zenobia.— A useless command, 
rejoined the exulting Orodes, for they are 
empty. — Remit the public debts, said 
Odenathus — nor creditor nor debtor were 
found — raise pillars and triumphal arches 
-—anticipation had not been idle — dis- 
tribute corn and wine without cost to 
the people — here is money, replied the 
spirited Palmyrenian. — Then to business, 
returned Odenathus sorrowfully, and the 
captive Persians were brought forth — 
some were sold, others doomed to labour 
at the salt mines until ransomed, and one 
was condemned to death — his crime, 
having in battle singled out Odenathus 
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personally, and after receiving his life 
from the king more than once, treache- 
rously wounded him. 

Ere I die, said the Persian, suffer an 
aged man to recount his actions: My 
name is Orosanga*— at seven years of age 
I was taught to ride, to shoot with the 
bow, and to speak truth. — In the late 
war, I three times, without bridle or 
stirrup, kept my seat whilst cutting 
through a wall of enemies — I spoke to 
my arrows, saying, Away to the breast of 
Odenaihus: they could not have missed 
their aim, had joot the Queen Zenobia re* 
ceived them on her shield. — And I, now 
before you Palmyrenians, confess these 
things*— At fifteen this girdle of divine pro- 
tection was put upon me — the gold is still 
pure, and the embroidered characters still 
fresh ;-— when I received it from the hand 
of one of the magi, he told me I should 
die in Persia. 

He told thee false, interrupted Hyr- 
canius, the priest of Apollo — and he 
beckoned to the executioners to seize their 
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victim and do their duty. — Orosanga, 
with clenched hands, pressed the girdle 
to his eyes, ami upon their attempting to 
deprive him of it, grasped it firmly.— Re- 
covering himself, he added with manly 
dignity — Hear me yet recount my deeds to 
the last — since that period, Palmyrenians, 
I have killed five hundred wild beasts of 
various kinds, and planted above a thou- 
sand bearing trees : olive, mulberry, and 
date,— Being informed that a certain field 
was good soil were it watered, I did not 
approach the sacred ftre, until 1 bad dwg 
beds and enticed rivulets through it, from 
the great river Tigris— that very field, 
the next year produced an abundant har- 
vest of maize and rice planted by my 
hand—thus an enemy to Palmyra, may 
yet be a friend to man :— For these 
actions I dined at the king's table, and re- 
ceived the cup of honour from the hand 
of the chief satrap— -yet here I suffer 
death, although it was told me that I 
should die in Persia. 

As the priests were seizing him, and an 
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executioner lifted the knife to his throat 
— Odenathus advanced : taking the hand 
of Orosanga, go my friend, he said, go 
and die in Persia* 



And hath no disturbances occurred in 
our absence? enquired the king; no mnr- 
murings, no disaffection ?— Yes, replied 
Orodes, some of a public, others of a 
private nature. Inform me of the first, 
said Odenathus.— A man is now in con* 
finement at my house, accused of being 
the false accuser of another : A scribe, 
who having been sent by his employer, to 
Arethusa, returned hither, with an alarm* 
ing account of the state of the govern* 
ment at that place. — If his testimony be 
true, nothing there, under Valerius, thy 
new governor has prospered — the morals 
of the people are neglected at the same 
time that their pleasures are restricted — 
he asserts, that the public buildings are 
going to ruin, that the soil is uncultivated 
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i&xril commerce disregarded, that imposts 
ere increased, husbandry not encouraged, 
and all the inhabitants wearied and dis- 
contented. Harmadrian, (he reporter, is 
a youth of talents, wherefore Iris testis 
mony was eagerly credited by many na- 
tives of Are thus a, and here generally be- 
lieved, though, as we have since proved, 
wholly void of foundation. — Let me ad- 
vise severity and instant punishment, or 
•minds such as his may pervert many, and 
the consequences be dangerous. 

Odenathus made no reply, he repaired 
-to his secret chamber, from whence an 
officer, shortly after, brought Orodes a 
command to see the following order put 
the same hour into execution. — Valerius to 
he recalled from his government, which is 
;given to Harmadrian. — See thou that Va- 
lerius return without delay to Palmyra, 
and Harmadrian 1>e properly invested go- 
vernor of Arethusa. 

All wdnder and indignation, Orodes 
for some time hesitated, whether to com- 
ply, or seek the king and expostulate—- 
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be shewed the order to many ; it was read 
attentively by ail, but not a single obser- 
vation was made. The wondering Har- 
madrian fall of pride and dignity de- 
parted, and Valerius returned.— On his 
arrival in Palmyra, he threw himself from 
his horse, and rushed to the palace of 
Odenathns ; but happily, ere he had time 
to reach the apartments and burst with 
his complaints into the royal presence, he 
was met in the court by Elkanah who 
awaited him. —Elkanah, that * unerring 
judge of the human heart, who ever re- 
gardless of speech, traced motive to its 
source'-*— — 

Their conference over, Valerius smiled, 
and silently went to his own house. 



And of what nature is the seditious 
t)ffence ? enquired Odenathus of Caleb- 
Treason, my lord, against thy sacred per- 
son, Caleb replied— An artificer in brass, 
a mutinous fellow living in the suburbs, 
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who perchance never saw thy person, was 
heard to threaten that he would take the 
crown from thy head. The other offence, 
though it concern not thee personally, 
has also caused great disquietude to the 
city. Two traders who, upon a slight 
dispute concerning a bale of goods,- have 
become deadly enemies; their characters 
otherwise are fair and estimable, and it is 
thought by all who were present, that tfie 
error was not wilfully committed— they 
threaten to go to the extremity of the 
globe to avoid each other, yet both being 
the fathers of families, and their calling 
the same, they are not only forced to re- 
main here, but daily to meet at the store- 
houses or in the gates. — I verily believe 
were either wounded, the one would drink 
the other's blood.— Believe it not, said 
Odenathus ; and the fifth offender ? 

The fifth, my lord, is a sinner against 
heaven : by trade a wood-cutter, and 
reckoned among his class a man of merri- 
ment and humour. — His crime is blas- 
phemy ; he denies the existence of a Pro- 
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vidence, and asserts Hold ! inter- 
rupted Odenathus ; sally not thy lips by 
repeating the arguments of impiety; I 
will hear them from himself. The last is 
the great offender. Conduct me to his 
dwelling.— But, my lord, replied Caleb, 
it is a miserable hut in the worst part of 
the city. — \ asked thee not what or where 
his abode—- 1 desired thee to conduct me 
thither. 

Caleb went forward, and Odenathus, 
who had once more exchanged the breast- 
plate of war for the garment of peace, 
followed. When thus traversing the 
streets, it was ever known to be his wish 
to pass unnoticed, and what so sacred to 
the Palmyrenians as the wish of Odena- 
thus ? Whilst fast proceeding, Caleb 
suddenly stopped, and turning back, in a 
low voice, said, Dost behold, my lord, 
that group of men in aprons and bon- 
.toets ? The third from the gateway is the 
noble artificer in brass, who threatens to 
deprive thee of thy crown. — Walk on, 
laid Odenathus, and they reached the 
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gate. The men knowing his person, yet 
aware that he was in private, stepped 
hastily back to let him pass with respect 
and silence, each eagerly whispering the 
other to leave room. At that moment, 
the latchet of Odenathus' sandal snapped 
asunder, and without inconvenience, ho 
conld proceed no farther. Calling to 
Caleb, he pointed downward to the cause 
of his delay, and placing his foot on a 
stone, was stooping to refasten the thong, 
when the third man from the gateway 
started forward, and kneeling on one 
knee, took the foot of Odenathus on the 
other ; with well-timed dexterity, he in-» 
stantly repaired the sandal, then with of* 
ficions servility examined the other. Ode- 
nathus thanked him courteously, and 
stood a few miuutes on the spot, pointing 
out to Caleb some intended improvements 
in that .quarter, when both overheard the 
man boasting of his wondrous deed, and 
saw him run from neighbour to neigh- 
bour, pride and vanity in his countenance^ 

YOL. I. M 
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And ^tiff jqjportance in every motion. 
Friend, said Odenathus, addressing him 
in a loud and commanding tone pf voices 
Let not him whose hand glories in having 
clasped my sandal, ever again prate of 
taking the crown iram my bead. 

They walked on until they reached 
the suburbs. Yonder, ,my lojd, is the 
habitation of the man of chance.— J wfll 
go in alone, replied Odenathus ; and 
whilst I am with him, do thou fetch to 
<this place the iraders qf rwhora ,thou 
dpake&t. Caleb found them in the silk- 
market, and in his way hack, thus iiccpm- 
panied, scarcely cauldprevent them bijj&t- 
ing into acts of violence; with sjpqfbejsd 
rage, each invoked on the rfr^ad .of ihe 
other, the vengeance of the kiijg. When 
Odenathus Again appeared, .his sifdden 
dqjection struck 'Caleb with snfpni&e..: on 
coming out of the wood-cutter's hense, 
he let fall the latch, and stood fcajiiqg 
pensively gainst the door, as having for- 
gotten his command .to Caleb, when ^jp 




attentiQn wo$ jousetf by *he *if$*t <$£& 
tampn and Djippy^ius^ the jtwo^yjpcUctpp 
merchants. 

Erp be pppld 9p^ .t» fpftfl) #*ef 
both, the on^ r$$, the pthej palp ,wjljt^ 
.anger, began Jo spqp^pate ,tbqwqly$|. 
My .lord, I was t#p jxu^^^omtfee jpcft, 
ai*d cojli14 t npt Jwp dppp ^t, ^clawnejl 
Dionysus.— I ^y it, g^eaf Jripg;, i;etpi&$ 
Artampn ; I sajv him come over ftpd foxiest 
the balance— pay, bp^fl was tprped $&x<ify 
but I saw him do it.— And why not ^a^e 
Jbeep ipore jpttentjyp %g thy affairs, ftsked 
Qdenathqs, and watched that he $\fi p<# 
touch the Ijalance?— I was bx\$ qgttlmg 
tjxe beam; sjpd Artamon ; aT\4 S U PP° 8 WS 
I jiad tonph$d, nay, swui\g jt, and tbrovyp 
my coajt and vest into the jvejgftt ^%\e, jjt 
ha4 scarcely raid me for the b&Je of qpt- 
ton J sqld him.— And who ppjfpp^llfld 
tbee to make so wretched p. bargain ? de- 
mandeji the king. Wpuld you Jiave 11^© 
judge tfyat it was made over wipe. — My 
cottpn sh^ll be restored. Thy weights and 
metpures should be destroyed.— There 

Ml 
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is not, my lord, a more pestilent wretch 
than this Artamon in all Palmyrene ; 
and were I to see him on his death-bed, | 
I would not put forth a finger if it could 
restore him health and life; nay, with' 
my own hand, it would be ecstasy to set 
his blood afloat like a fountain. — And I, 
replied the other, with dreadful ferocity, 
could see thee linger out a wretched ex- 
istence in the dungeons of the city, and 
thy family given over to want and beg- 
gary. 

Thus, observed Od en a thus, I stand 
between two intentional assassins, the 
fear of the law alone preventing murder ; 
and yet I am informed, that setting aside 
this fatal enmity, you are both worthy 
citizens, honest, industrious, and loyal. — 
I am all that, exclaimed Dionysius ; but 
thou wilt soon be deprived of me, my 
lord ; for if that man, Artamon, remain 
a citizen of this place, 1 depart. — Depart, 
said Odenathus. — Now thou wilt believe 
me, cried the other, exultingly; did I 
not say what would be the result, of an 
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appeal to the king, who is all probity 
and justice ? O my lord, thou knowest 
not that man ; he is capable of every 
crime beneath the sun, and were any 
bodily evil to come on thee or me, he 
would laugh aloud, and like a barba- 
rian, dance and clap his hands over us. 
Rather would I, Artamon, sleep for ever 
in a prison, than that one word of this 
fellow, this Dionysius, should release me* 
Caleb, said Odenathus, be this man, 
Artamon, instantly put in prison, there 
to remain until taken out by that man, 
Dionysius ; and be the whole property of 
Dionysius seized by the procurator, nor 
restored but at the prayer of Artamon. 



Cassimus, the wood-cutter, had been 
from childhod, an example to all in 
his class of life of every domestic virtue, 
until, unhappily, a journey to Tyre on 
affairs of his calling had brought him 
into evil society, when, on his return to 
Palmyra, the new ideas he had there im* 
m 3 
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Vibe9 ipH&A rotond hitt ba!fefuf ptti&tf. 
Otfeittrfthtf f6tind friifr sunk in Ate kisSS* 
•toptor, ribaftdoited to ftkdotetfcfe, arid 1ft- 
donrigibl* wfth resptfet to his belief, t&sr 
as drawee* hail placed fitei m titer world, 
it Was the iltrty of efcance to fee<f affd 
itipptfrt hhff anfd hfe family without sef£ 
•icrticftf. 

. CtfsfshtaiM had hteii teldom kitowft to 
deep emt af his qua^te*, yet bad a month 
elapsed since h* had left hte bouse, and 
jftttte h*Kr# whither h* was gone ; most 
of tire nrighbouf «r Brafdf $ettl Miff go with 
bi$ bag of piWisrotfs imo ttte tfood* 
itottb of the salt-pits, bmt not otfe bad 
seen hbtt come track. Great, then, tfreir 
surprise $nd joy (for his cheerfulness ren- 
dered, him pleasing to many) to behold 
him ofte evening walking leisurely home- 
Ward, stopping at every step, with affected 
cariosity, to look at the shops and wares 
exposed for sale in the streets through 
which be passed ; bis hands Were stuck 
in his girdle, and when be drew nearer, 
they remarked that he earned bis head 
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nfostlbfSfy atttfniig&tflyrdsfed'fiijcye- 
brow*. 

Bbt rfatbrtr wtml# irot Itttigefr suffer 
arflfectatiori ta usurp fcefr tftrotiB fir thi 
human heart. Cassfaras' tfo soonet 
reaefied his* own wf«tcfied, belored home, 
and saw his wife and children running to 
meet htm, and taheld' hia glad neigh- 
bour* crowdings fromr alf sides, Hian tile 
fceatt stooped tb meelf tHe j caress, the cold 
&jn became- moist, and the Iraird of ftieftd- 
ihij* was extended. 

Friend* and* neighbours, said Be, witlfc 
rtfttic gaiety, throwing himself at the 
foot of ar trw nearr Ms door, Bring' me 
nor food, nor* dthifr, aar if I were a fii- 
misbed* wanddrer, but come, afl of yon, 
a»# stt in a ring r and listen to the won- 
ders I shaH relate. Tbey obeyed, sotfre 
eating their evening meal, others chew- 
ing fragrant nuts and herbs, and a few 
Women spTnnrngi his wife at Ins sxdfe, 
and thdt children at his feet; he thus 
Began :— • 

Let none here presume again to deny 

M 4 
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that I am the favourite son of good for- 
tune. It is a month back since I fell 
asleep within here, in my own house, 
beneath my own roof; bnt not beneath 
my own roof did I awake: I awoke in 
the desert, stretched on a bed of sand ; 
and. when I opened my eyes, verily, I 
howled with despair, for whether I was 
four leagues from Palmyra, or a thousand, 
I knew not, and 1 feared to walk, lest I 
should have to walk the thousand instead 
of the four. I continued howling until I 
roused a wolf from his cave, who, stepping 
from it, most graciously howled me a wel- 
come in return. By wondrous chance, at 
that instant, a few scattered soldiers on 
horseback came from behind that cave, and 
one most kindly stepping before me, sent 
an arrow through the head of the wolf. 
Most valiant sir, I cried, which ever way 
thou art going, wilt thou take me back 
to Palmyra ? Regardless of my prayers, 
he gallopped off with the rest, but in his 
haste, fortunately dropped h is sword ; with 
this I struck sparks, kindled a fire, cut 
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tip my wolf, and having dined upon him, 
girded it on me to meet future attacks. 

Thus I lived nearly ten days, and each 
day climbed the hills to look for a tra- 
veller, but none travelled that way, I one 
morning sat watching on the edge of a 
precipice, (for fearing the bite of a snake 
on my leg, or the encounter of another 
wild beast, I thought thus to lower my- 
self safely out of their reach, should any 
appear,) when I fell asleep, and in my 
sleep, rolled over the precipice ; there 
below I should for ever have tarried, a 
broken, dead man, food for eagles, had* 
not chance again befriended me. 

At the instant I fell, shepherds were 
passing below, who kindly caught me in 
their arms, and broke my fall. What 
shall I give you in return, said I, or what 
service can I do you ?— Cut us down 
some trees, they replied, and construct us 
a booth. — How singular, methought, that 
they should guess my occupation ! How 
could they know I was a wood-cutter? 
But I readily answered, 1 will, my friends, 
Md 
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and willingly, and without delay ; — give 
me an axe.— We have no axe, they re- 
plied ; we have only our staves and 
knives. Canst thon not cut us down a 
tree without an axe ? or, if not, canst not 
make thee one ? — That I cannot without 
materials : I must have iron, fire-, an 
anvil — wood, of which to make a handle, 
and tools wherewith to shape it ; supply 
me with these, and having made an axe, 
I speedily perform your wishes.— This is 
an excuse, said they, to evade shewing 
thyself grateful* 

Friends and neighbours, you cannot 
imagine how this unjust charge of ingra- 
titude cut me to the heart; I stared at 
their inconsideratehess, and complained 
of it bitterly. I cannot work without 
materials, said I, loudly ; 1 can cut down, 
build, construct^ turn, fashion, and do many 
marvellous works, as all my quarter can 
witness, but cannot produce something 
out of nothing. Had I an axe, in a few 
hours, I would, before your eyes, fell 
yonder 6edar; but, having no axe, can 
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only wish I bad one.— Db not ana grow? 
asked eaie mmem§ then. Go audi gather 
thee one*— A* tfcie I taogbed-~I laughed 
at their ignorance awl simplicity, (for, 
brethren, shepherds are rery simple pep- 
sons,) and as I toned from them, and 
walked on mournfully* I trod t»pon an 
axe, dropped, as I suppose* by soma to- 
beuning ma» travelling from afar that 
way, for sh e p he rds* ase met such toeis. 

A ad didst thorn cut down the cedar, 
My father) asked oee of the boys.— I 
did* child, and I constructed a tent, and 
abided it with boughs and twisted 
branches ; yet, wouldst thou believe ? the 
shepherds never came again that way— I 
was therefore constrained to live in it 
myself. Now one night there was a 
storm ; I vow to yon, friends, 1 lay down 
to sleep in my own new hot, but, as I 
imagine, emst have risen and walked in 
my sleep, for the next morning I found 
myself lying at a distance on a smooth 
green spot, covered warmly with bay andh 
grass. I looked around, and saw not my 
m6 
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hut ; I went to the spot on which it stood 
the night before, and found it had been 
stricken by lightning — it was scattered 
in rode disorder, and more than half con- 
sumed. Was not this another most for- 
tunate escape ? Hereafter, I would advise> 
all parents to teach their children to 
walk in their sleep. 

And where next, dear husband, didst 
take up thy abode ? enquired his wife — 
I selected a noble tree, a plantain, with 
intent to lodge the same night among its 
branches : I took off my outer vest and 
woollen turban, designing to roll them 
into a pillow, when, methought, it were 
better first to select the most favourable 
part of the tree for shelter and conve- 
nience ; leaving therefore my garment 
below, I began to climb, but had only 
ascended a few steps, when looking down, 
I saw a man steal from behind the tree, 
and before my eyes rob me of my vest 
and turban ; with a loud shout I leaped 
to the ground, but he had already thrown 
down his booty and ran off, and I turned 

\ 
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again to the tree : laying hold of a branch 
with one hand, I pat forth the other to 
grasp the trunk, the better to assist me ; 
and what met my hand ? a smooth soft 
slimy substance !— Oh good neighbours, 
my blood is even now cold, when I think 
of what I touched, of what I distin- 
guished— -the whole trunk of the tree 
from root to summit was entwined by a 
serpent; serpents such as writhe round 
deer, monkeys, and buffaloes, and having 
crushed their bones, swallow them alive. 
—•Quicker than him who would have 
robbed me, I ran, nor ceased running 
until I fell with weariness ; and then I 
wept — I wanted water, I wept for bread 
and water, and my own home, — an hour 
after, chance sent all. 

A grazing mule passed by me, carry- 
ing water-skins, at which, . requesting 
him to stop a moment, I freely drank. 
— Another laden with panniers, fol- 
lowed by his driver, next came in sight, at 
my desire he threw me a cake of bread, 
but not at my desire would take me home, 
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or direct me the way, A camel then 
trotted in view, no trappings bad he on, 
yet he did not seem a wild camel, he 
looked haughtily around, and seemed ae 
bewildered and discontented as- myself: 
—Take me, camel, said I, where thou 
wilt, provided thou takest me out of this, 
and 1 mounted: believe me, friends, when 
I solemnly declare, before you all befe. 
assembled, that I used neither charm nor 
incantation to guide or force his course ; 
yet cap any guess where he brought me ? 
— To the gate of Palmyra,—- And where, 
think you, did he stop ? — At the king'* 
stables.-— There stood the surly grooms 
who dismounted me, and though I offered 
to explain how we met, they disdained 
either to question or answer me: thus 
was I removed from home, I know not 
bow* saved from every peril by the good 
star that shone at my nativity, and brought 
home by the royal camel. — And now* 
neighbours, what think you ; can any here 
boast of more marvellous, yet true adven- 
tures, and may 1 not with justice be 
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henceforward named — the favourite son 
of fortune ? 

He ceased, but ere amy could reply, 
one voice was beard, and at the sound of 
that voice, all eyes were turned to whence 
it came. From among the sitting throng 
arose one man. Rather boast henceforth, 
said he, that thou art the son of Provi- 
dence, for chance no more governs this 
world, than chance delivered thee in thy 
late perils.— Cassimus looked up to him 
who spoke, and prostrated himself in the 
dust before Qdenatbus. — Does thy heart 
comprehend, (or for the benefit of these, 
among whom thy evil example has done 
much mischief,) must I further explain ? 
Know then, that from the hour of con- 
versing with thee in this thy dwelling, 
(which shall hereafter be made, at my 
command, more the dwelling of comfort,) 
from that hour to this, thou hast scarcely 
been from my sight. By my desire thou 
. wert removed to the desert. I killed the 
wolf, I armed thy hand with a sword ; I 
.was one of those who caught thee from 
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the precipice, I caused the axe to be 
thrown in thy foot-path ; by ray direction 
thou wert saved from lightning and the 
serpent ; I sent thee food and water, and 
the camel which brought thee home was 
my camel. — Cassimus, think upon these 
things. — Was any miracle here per- 
formed^ yet was not all premeditated ? — 
Nothing was done by chance — tbon 
couldst not, thou saidst, gather tools 
ready made, or produce something from 
nothing, neitber can any other man — I, 
the master of thousands, rfo more than 
thee — If man cannot, must there not be 
a God, a Providence? There is, Cassi- 
mus, there is one who watches over thee, 
over us, over the world, the universe- 
then beloved, talk no more of chance. 



I tell thee man, said Dionysius, that 
he may there linger, pine, and die, ere I 
utter one word in his favour, and though 
reduced to poverty, I would rather perish 
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piece-meal than be indebted to him for 
one drop of water; be charged me with 
dishonesty, and I had rather he had taken 
my life; nay, barely suspicion that I 
could deal unfairly, justifies my eternal 
hatred : and why thus importune me in 
his behalf? Hath he not been heard to 
declare he will expire in his prison, sooner 
than owe his liberty to me, and is not 
this the sentence of the king : moreover, 
as I hear he lives therein most content- 
edly. To be taken from our house and 
family and mercantile affairs, I grant is 
hardship; yet others have endured these 
things ; nay, been known to endure them 
with fortitude — a prison is not an agreea- 
ble abode, but better men than Artainon 
have, ere this lived and died in prison. 

Thou art a better man than Artarnon, 
said one of his hearers. — I am, I know 
it, he replied with conscious dignity, and 
thus unconsciously passed sentence on 
himself. The same night, this better man 
in his own eyes, was also laid in a prison. 

Three weeks had the walls alone 
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echoed his complaints, a human Being tie 
never saw, nor heard the sound of a hturi&n 
voice; his food and change of raiment rffere 
conveyed through an aperfofe in the waflf > 
and all was the silence of the grave— in 
the dead of night Dionysius slept pf& 
foundly, yet a gentle sigh awoke him, 
and to him, who had tbas long been' ittf- 
mured without light or employment, it 
deemed the sigh of heaven. In vain Ite 
questioned the conveyer of food ; no an- 
swer was returned ; but sighs and stifled 
groans proceeding from the neighbouring 
ward were still heard. A fellow prisoner? 
said Dionysius, could we but meet, society 
would alleviate the horror of our ex- 
istence. 

He long meditated, and then proceeded 
to action. Soon, by dexterous force, h$ 
loosened a stone in the partition waff, 
which having removed, and taken away 
others, he had a full view of an extensive 
apartment: a high and solitary lampsfred 
pale light below, and fell upon the form 
of a man stretched on a bed, his hair 
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an* beard long and neglected, his face 
pale wd sickly. Dkmysius approached 
with camion ; the man wad steeping ; he 
appealed w have been lately wounded, 
artfrJ in the breast ; onr a table near, lay 
Various sttrgteal instruments, medicines, 
bandages, and materials for dressing 
wbtonds ; whilst examining these, the 
sick man awoke, and in a faint voice, 
asked for drink : — His attendant hath left 
him, said Biorrysius' to himself, and 
taking the already filled cnp, drew aside 
the curtain, and supporting his drooping 
head with one arm, held the draught to 
Ms lips.— Thank thee, Kedar, said he, 
and now would I have my wound again 
dressed, for it is stiff and painful, and 
that done, arrange my pillow, I pray thee, 
and smooth my bed— thy l^and trembles- 
it h not as usual, bold and skilful— call 
again the surgeon. 

Be not uneasy, said Dfo&ysins, com- 
passionately, thy attendant hath left thee 
and no surgeon can be summoned by me, 
for I also am a prisoner; accept my office* 
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until his return, and even then I will not 
leave thee, but faithfully and diligently 
administer to thy wants. — His words were 
unheard, for the sick man through pain 
and weakness had fainted. Dionysius 
used all means for his recovery but in 
vain, and reflected, how he could reach 
down the lamp the better to assist his en- 
deavour, for all was nearly dark below — 
he still supported the sufferer in his arms, 
and was chafing his temples when the 
door opened and the keeper appeared, 
bearing a lamp ; he was followed by 
the king's surgeon and others, who 
stopped on beholding so unexpected a 
sight, and looked bi'ontly one upon the 
other. 

Come to his assistance, said Diony- 
sius, for mine is unavailing, and he re- 
signed him to proper care ; whilst still 
insensible the wound was dressed, during 
which Dionysius asked the keeper, who 
and what was the prisoner — A Palmy- 
renian, replied the other, who, not brook- 
ing longer confinement, sought to release 
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himself by falling on a sword, which he 
snatched for the purpose from my side.— 
And why not, asked Dion ysius, remove 
him hence J light air and suitable com* 
forts could not fail to restore him to 
health. He is a prisoner for life, replied 
the man ; his name and condition a se- 
cret of the state. — For life, exclaimed Di- 
onysius, and yet to be thus neglected !— 
never, in this cruel situation, ought he to 
be for a moment abandoned, and yet I 
found him asleep and deserted; his cry 
for drink had never been noticed till now, 
had I not providentially broken through 
that wall, and come to his help. 

Being confined for life, said the sur- 
geon, renders his case truly pitiable^ for 
servants and keepers get weary of per- 
petual attendance, and we have not yet 
found one strictly faithful to his office — 
all refuse to remain immured with disease 
and darkness. — -There is no merit, Sir, in 
my offer, said Dionysius, being myself a 
prisoner here, until the will of the king 
shall release me, but whilst I stay, de- 
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jpend on my services : leave nip >thy in- 
structions, and, in thy absence, I will 
faithfully follow them.— As thou wqll 
remarkest, returned the surgeon, thy offer 
hath in truth no gre^t perit: for con- 
demned as thou art to perpetual solitude,, 
a charge like this will be a relief to thy 
mind ; but if thou d«*t undertake it, flrst 
promise Jo abide by my directions — here 
stands a water hour-gl#ss, at eyjery turn c>f 
this, give him one of these medicines wjiich 
thou must divide into three equal parts,; 
thou sawst me dress his woun^l, do t thqp 
dress it every tenth hour ; drink and food, 
and all things necessary shall be abund- 
antly supplied : these are my commands, 
now hear my restrictions — his wound be- 
ing near the lungs, is of that nature, that 
exertion must Be wholly avoided — thou 
must not speak to him or suffer him to 
speak to thee, if he attempt it, be reso- 
lute and impose silence — farewell, here- 
after thou wilt see me again; till .then I 
commit him to thy cjare. And nor son, 
npr brothei, could be watched v?ith jpore 
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*Bxious and affectionate care than wv 
the wounded man by Dionysins, he 
brought in his own bed from the neigh- 
bouring ward, and arranged it on the 
Aoor by his side : and not for a few hours 
only, but some days was he a constant 
faithful attendant on the couch of sick- 
Jtt&s. 

At length the surgeon and his people 
3£pG9ied, accompanied by one who had 
not hitherto entered the prison, and all 
drew near the bed in silt nee. — Can it be 
done with safety ? asked the latter, whom 
Dioqysius jperceived by the torches car- 
i?$fl behind, but which were veiled from 
the sight of the sick man, was Odena- 
jthus— :I hqpe, jreplied the sqrgeon, th^t 
IJwzard nothing by pronouncing it may 
—And after some examination added, yet 
still ,doubtiqgly — it can now be j>f no 
€\jl consequence. 

JEre Odenqthps could reply, Diqnysius 
fell jat his feet— J do npt, my lord, Jje 
said, ask ray own liberty, but that of this 
unfortunate prisoner, at le^t if denied 
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freedom, compassionate his sufferings, 
and grant him to be removed to a lighter 
and better apartment, where he may en- 
joy all, excepting freedom; but were I 
Odenathus, I would be merciful, and 
whatever be his crime, in pity, restore 
him to his home and family. 

Keeper, said Odenathus, restore that 
prisoner, now nearly recovered, to liberty, 
to his home, and to his family, but for 
this, pointing toDionysius, who hath thus 
wantonly committed trespass, and broken 
down the wall of the royal prison, detain 
him here another year in rigorous con- 
finement. — Then here 'I remain yet ano- 
ther year in confinement, said the 
wounded Palmyretrian, for never will I 
see the light of heaven, tvhile this man is 
debarred froin it.— Why, what is that 
man to thee ? asked Odenathus sternly. — 
What is he to me! evfery thing — dearer 
than family, friehds, wealth, or freedom ; 
every office, however humble and Servile, 
that the hand of charity could perform, 
hath his performed for me ; he hath 



\ 
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watched night and day by ray side ; flung 
sleep from his eyelids ; hardly tasted 
food, to administer to ray wants ; com- 
forted and cheered me, not by words,- but 
actions ; hourly held the cup of relief to 
my lips ; dressed ray wound, and fulfilled 
every wish, though only given in signs; 
to him I owe my restoration to health* 
and life, of which my impious and cow- 
ardly hand would have deprived me ; and 
here, O king, I swear to perish, if we 
leave not this prison together. 

Odenathus turned away, and leaned 
-on the shoulder of the surgeon, then, as 
recovering himself, replied, his voice 
faltering, But liberty to this man; would 
not be of the same advantage as to thee ; 
he is one utterly despoiled of every 
worldly possession ; and as be himself 
can best bear witness, the apparel he 
now wears is all his riches ; his whole 
wealth is by me confiscated to the state. 
-—Oh then, my lord, if the restoration of 
that wealth depend on thee, let his hu- 
manity to a wounded stranger plead in 
vol. i. w 
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his favour, and incline thee to pity him* 
but if not, blessed and praised be heaven 
that I am rich ! the next hour shall not 
pass, ere all my wealth be divided with 
this my friend and preserver. 

I can bear no more, said Odenathns 
faintly, and turning to, the surgeon, he 
desired him to act as his wisdom should 
dictate. Is there danger in the disco* 
very? if there is, prevent, delay it.— 
There is, replied the surgeon, and it mast 
be delayed.— Delayed ! it cannot — pre* 
vented! the discovery is already made. 
— Dionysius snatches a torch from an 
attendant, and holds it to the face of his 
fellow prisoner*— their eyes for the first 
time meet, the torch falls to the ground, 
and Dionysius drops into the arms of 
Artamon. 

The wound bleeds afresh, but the 
hand of skill is near, and danger averted 
— Artamon., said Odenathns, in a low 
voice, thou art free, for Dionysius, on his 
knees, hath begged thy freedom; Dio- 
nysius, thy wealth is restored to thee y for 
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ench is the prayer of Artamon. O were 
tbe object that gave rise to your dispute 
and hatred, now placed before your ayes ! 
Ye entered tbese walls the bitterest of 
enemies— go forth, examples to the end 
of your live* of virtuous friendship. 



Rejoice, my kinsman ! exclaimed the 
youthful Herodian, addressing Meonius, 
rejoice! for on this day hath my fother. 
given me all the Persian spoils ; ele- 
phants, camels, horses, litters, garments 
of gold and tissue, carpets* tripods, ivory 
beds, slaves, captives*— all ; be has re- 
served but one small coronet of pearl, 
which he designs for the Queen Zenobia. 
Come and behold every room, and court, 
and garden of my palace, filled with 
eastern riches : thou dost not rejoice, 
Meonius, as I would have thee ; a smile 
hangs on thy lip, but none appears in 
thine eye. 

And canst thou, Herodian, think that 

N2 
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such intelligence will give joy to Meo- 
nius ? the subtle, yet fierce Meonius, 
'whose life is a destructive whirlwind 
which steals unawares upon sunshine, 
and as speedily vanishes, leaving behind 
'it sorrow and destruction-— Meonius, who 
reads in every look a reproach, in every 
word disguised insult — -Kindness ever 
to him appears sordid intention, and 
manly spirit presuming arrogance. 

His uncle Odenatfrus, though but five 
years older than himself, , he had ever 
♦dreaded, yet had ever admired; Hero- 
dian, long since co-partner in the empire 
and sharer in the purple, he envied, and 
-Zenobia and her children he utterly ab- 
horred. The whole life of Herod ian, on 
.the contrary, was perpetual sunshine : 
tenderly attached to his loving father, 
sincerely fond of the queen, t and doting 
on her babes, he laughed away every 
care, and appeared to think existence but 
a pastime ; mirth and pleasure attended 
every step — uneasy only when business 
obtruded itself, he became the tool of 
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those around him, and ever regardless of 
justice, defended Meouius. Sheltering 
himself under the name and power of 
Herodian, Meonius daily committed acts 
which deserved the severest punishment, 
and which, if discovered, were ever pu- 
nished by Odenathns with the utmost se- 
verity. The speech of Meonius was a la- 
byrinth, that of Herodian an open vista; 
the whole study of the latter was to ex- 
cuse his kinsman's errors, defend his 
person, and supply his expences with all 
the profuse vanity of a youth delighting 
in the officious power of serving an elder, 
whilst the favourite wish of Meonius ap- 
peared to be in disappointing every che- 
rished desire of Herodian, 

When they arrived at the palace, All 
thou seest, said the prince, is mine, and 
now take one more look ; half of all here 
I give thee, and the other half I design 
to dispose of in order to redeem six score 
Jews from the mines of Egypt, the fore- 
fathers of whom were sent thither two 
centuries back by the Romans. Elkanah 
n3 
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hath kindly promised to do this service 
for me. Take therefore whatever strikes 
thy fancy, end these treasures disappear. 
—And dost thou not retain any part for 
thyself ? asked Meonius, surprised; — 
Yes, replied the youth ; I retain a heart 
of curious workmanship ; and then, to 
the astonishment of Meonius, burst into 
loud and ungovernable laughter* 

Pardon me, my kinsman, said he — I 
pray thee, pardon me, but at that instant 
thou didst so greatly resemble a camelion, 
thy head immoveable, and thy eyes turn- 
ing (every way round the room — But say, 
what wilt thou have? Shall all here be 
thifte •? — -Of what service to a soldier 
these luxuries ? exclaimed the gloomy 
flfud sullen Meonius. If thou art shrcere 
in thy cffier, give ine the horse I stopped 
to look at in the court below. 

Herodian, turning to his servants, 
desired that the horse might be immedi- 
ately delivered, with all its trappings, to 
*he -grooms of his kinsman.— No, ex- 
claimed Meonios ; strip him of those 
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glittering incumbrances, and lead hilh by 
the mane.— And what wilt thou next 
have ? asked Herodian. — The heart thou 
epakest of.— Nay, nay, my friend; that 
and the pearl coronet are excepted : the 
latter belongs to the queen, and the heart 
is too precious a gem to part with. — I see 
here, replied Meonius, gems of every co- 
lour and device, yet none of that shape. 
~— It cannot be seen, because enclosed in 
an ivory case ; moreover, thou shalt 
sever see it. — Never 1 exclaimed Men- 
nine, his eyes darting fury ; I will leave 
nothing here unexamined, and until I 
£*d, I'll seek* 

Hold ! cried Herodian, gaily, nor 
thus break my porcelain, and scatter on 
the floor my jew eh. Canst thou not 
•comprehend that the heart I retain beats 
with life — throbs, burns, and flutters, as 
imagination bids ?— A Persian captive, 
Feplied Meonius, sarcastically; truly, I 
hear thou hast good store of such, given 
to thee by thy virtuous father : and he 
turned away with contetqpt, 
?*4 
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Herodian seemed ever blind to the 
greatest insult offered to himself, as if 
fearful to injure the soft beauty of his 
countenance by taking notice of it, but 
the slightest offence to his father im- 
pressed the frown of indignation on his 
youthful brow, and with cool dignity, he 
replied, ' Yes, thou sayest true; my vir- 
tuous father did give me up the slaves 
and concubines of the Persian king, as 
he well knew, that through my means, 
and mine alone, they would be all safely 
and honourably sent back to Persia. Not 
one remains. The woman I speak of is 
not a Persian, but a Syrian, taken by 
Sapor at the last sacking of Emessa, and 
rescued by me ere she could be even con- 
veyed by her captor to Ctesiphon. 

Again Meonius gave his scoffing 
laugh, and would have retreated, as fear- 
ing his chaste ear might suffer from a 
tale of dalliance, when Herodian, with 
returning cheerfulness, caught his arm. 
I have tempted thee sufficiently — canst 
thou not guess who is this captive ? And 
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yet, M eonius, I ever suspected thee my 
rival. 

Meonias started-*-Victoria ! he cried ; 
and his limbs became convulsed, and his 
features agitated. And wherefore did he 
tremble ? why was he thus overwhelmed ? 
Oh, had the helmet of the soldier who 
seized Victoria at the battle of Emessa, 
fallen off, at that instant fallen — no Per- 
sian would he have proved, no seizure 
lawfully permitted by war would Victoria 
have been seen, but the victim of disap- 
pointed love. Meonius had been rejected 
by Victoria for Herodian, and to revenge 
himself by parting them for ever, he had 
taken advantage of the confusion of a 
field of battle, to give her to the Persian 
spoilers. ' 

Hath she enquired for. me ? at length 
he asked.— Often, replied a voice, and 
looking up, he beheld Victoria advancing 
—my only dread of returqing to Palmyra 
being the fear of meeting thee.— Was 
then captivity more welcome than my 
presence?— It was: .to be separated from 
N 5 
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those we love, $m& she looked at Hero- 
diai), is misery, bat to be hourly perse- 
cuted by him to whom we can make no 
return, is the worst of miseries. 

Herodian endeavoured to jam tfeeir 
'lands in frfendririp, bat Victoria shrank 
away, and Meonios rasfaed furiously from 
the apartment. 

Empire, popularity, the object of bis 
low— be i as them all ! a youth rain, ef- 
feminarte, trifling ; and I, wy sword my 
-only inheritance! Sot what an inherit- 
ance has not the sword procured ! Fame, 
tidies, power, all—all, excepting low; 
j»nd that, nor the honours raor the wealth 
of the world can purchase,— all, all «re 
liis! 

Oh, dreadful to dive into the heart of 
Mecmia«— horrible to seek to know his 
thoughts, hopes, intentions ! With rapid 
strides be traverses the rampart, descends 
into the streets, crosses the court of the 
lesser temple, and unconscious that every 
step was watched, enters his own man- 
sion— four men follow him. Strive not 
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to learn what passes in the man&to of 
Meonius ; lit is night* and every door, 
and window, and aperture is carefully se- 
cured. 

No,-said Meonius, as he rose the next 
morning from Us coocb, I will not, can- 
not do it. How awful is night! and 
how dreadful the thoughts that night in- 
spire ! I will not do it ; gentler methods 
shall first be tried. — Gentler ! were then 
my intentions gentle? Oh, Herodiao! 
ftiadst thou bestowed on me but half the 
love thou bearest thy father ! My uncle ! 
bad I reoeived but one of the many fa- 
vours heaped upon thy son -—Victoria 

too ! Crown, fame, and loye for ever, 

je veriest! 

JPew of the citizens were rispn, the 
streets were still empty, the night-can- 
tinels apd watchmen had not yet retired 
to rest, when the four men quitted -tbe 
dwelling of Meonius, and went to the 
fgnard-house in the square tower, at the 
west corner of the city. Meonurc, on 
their departure, aaoutfad to the M#f of 
n6 
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his house, and there reposed to recal his 
wandering senses, to cool his frenzied 
brain, when footsteps approaching, filled 
him with alarm ; the sight of an ascend- 
ing spectre from the grave could not 
have given more chilling horror to his 
frame. 

What means this agitation, nephew ? 
enquired Odenathus. But instead of pre- 
tending to be ignorant of the cause, I am 
come to offer relief. — I wish thee well, 
my lord, said Meonius. — I never doubted 
it, replied Odehathusi smiling, well know- 
ing that these words ever preceded some 
new accusation of Herodian.— He hath 
given away all the spoils thou gavest 
him. — I know that also, but he first of- 
fered to share them with thee ; and con* 
scious that he would, I gave hi'm all, 
thereby wishj$g to encrease your mutual 
friendship. — Had that been truly thy 
wish, my lord; said Meonius, thou 
'shouldst have made me the giver, not 
the receiver. 

Odenathus acknowledged that then 

\ 
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was some truth in this remark, and then 
enquired how his heart felt respecting 
Victoria. The youthfol fancy of Hero- 
dian hath ever been fixed on her, but 
with my consent, she never shall be his : 
her mind is masculine, her tastes and oc- 
cupations (allowing the difference of sex) 
are wholly contrary to his, in stature 
exceeding him as in years, her deport- 
ment haughty, her look most arrogant — 
how can my son be thus infatuated ? I, 
Meonius, design to prevent their union, 
for if argument and reason fail, force 
shall do it, and hereafter Herodian will 
bless my interposition. 

Meonius seized the hand of his uncle, 
and pressed it to his forehead. Renew 
thy shit, continued Odenathus, and I. will 
forward it. She is as much thy younger 
as she is Herodian 's elder, and when 
thou shalt have conquered the violence 
of thy own nature, thou mayst be able'to 
reform her into softer manners ; in pri- 
vate life her ambitious spirit will have no 
opportunity to exercise itself, but my son 
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she would wholly govern, and in govern- 
ing him, rule Palmyra : for the sake then 
of all, their nnion must be .prevented. 

Oh, thought Meonius, that they were 
not gone ! — that they were returned ! 
Would that they might. never return ! — 
It is too late, Meonius ; the deed is done. 
Last night thy hfind planned murder; 
last night thy hand gave the price of 
blood, and gold, and golden hopes, dis- 
tributed by thy means to, wretches— a 
few only — more are not to be found in 
Palmyrene have secured thy every wish. 

Say, dear nephew, continued Odena- 
thus, have I not divined the cause of thy 
late sorrow and discontent ? And will 
not a union with the young and rich, the 
virtuous and truly beautiful Victoria, be 
pleasing to thee? Come then, and ^re 
Herodian go to the bath, we will surprise 
him, and reclaim his captive. 

Odenathus rose and descended, fol- 
lowed by Meonius ; he went to the palace 
of the youthful king, bis son and col- 
league, and without being announced, en- 
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tered his private apartments. There, 
sealed on a Ptersian carpet, surrounded 
by beauteous slaves, Odenathus beheld 
Herodian and Victoria. They rose, and 
fell at his feet* 

Victoria is iny wife ! said the youth. 
— Herodian is mine for ever ! exclaimed 
Victoria. Qde&atbss could make no re- 
ply, on which his son, rising, threw him- 
self into bis arms. — Is this true?— Most 
trae, my father: I applied for assist- 
ance to Caleb, and he was compelled to 
obey me.— Meonius, thou hearest, said 
the king, turning to him : am I forsworn ? 
Said I not they never should be united 
with my consent r— -But separation, said 
Meonius, is still in thy power, nay, the 
infliction of deserved punishment. — Hold t 
interrupted Odenathus, thou forgettest 
that Herodian is not my subject, but the 
.partner of my throne ; as a son therefore 
only has he transgressed : and, Meonius, 
when thou shalt become a parent, thou 
wilt find, that of all policies, that best to 
'follow is the .policy of the heart. Then* 
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turning to Herodian, It is easier to obey 
than govern, wherefore I would not be- 
queath thee my power, but divided it with 
thee, the better to teach thee to rule: 
command and submission have until now 
given place to confidence and friendship, 
but taken in an unguarded hour, thou 
hast dealt unkindly by me, Herodian. 

The youth, speechless with emotion, 
could only clasp his father yet closer to 
his breast, and Odenathus at length re- 
turned the pressure. Oh, ever thus ! 
beloved, ever may reproof, instead of 
driving thee from it, bring thee nearer 
to my bosom ! Meonius could not 
bear this sight, and" hastily retired. 
The king then addressing Victoria — 
With my will this marriage had never 
taken place, but since it is past recal, 
be kind, I implore thee, to the heart 
thou hast this day secured. I am now 
privileged to admonish thee iii the two- 
fold capacity of king and father, and 
turn not deaf to the voice which saitb, 
Check the martial look and spirit that 
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distinguishes thy character, and hence- 
forward cultivate the softer arts of femi- 
nine life. Be convinced that fortitude 
and masculine courage widely differ • 
submit to be protected by man whilst he 
is able to afford protection, nor ever raise 
thy arm in defence, unless to save one 
more defenceless, for in woman the ex- 
tremest necessity alone can justify per- 
sonal valour. 

The barbarian she slew in the late 
war, my father, would otherwise have 
torn her from me. — I know it, said Ode- 
nathus — I saw the act ; it was heroic, per- 
haps justifiable, but the hand of that wo- 
man which had shed blood, should never 
have been joined to mine : one moment 
more, and relief was near ; I flew to the 
rescue of an imprisoned virgin, but sud- 
denly stopped on seeing how well that 
virgin could rescue herself. 

Beloved father, said Herodian, Oh ! 
pardon me, but the example of our 

queen Speak on, my son — what 

wouldst thou say ? that she accompanied 
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me in the late wars ? She did, though 
against my will. 'The Persian concu- 
bines/ said Zenobia, ' attend their king, 
and shall not a wife ?' Yet never saw I a 
bow, a sword, a spear, or other weapon, 
in the hand of Zenobia ; she often saved 
my life in battle, but her defence was 
beauty, for when placed before my bleed- 
ing breast, who could strike at it again 
thus shielded ? € I attend thee to the 
wars/ she said, ' as physician, nurse, 
servant, to bind thy wounds, to watch thy 
food, to guard thy sleep/ She never left 
my side. Thou well knowest the love 
our subjects bear us, but in the h<mr of 
battle that love was strengthened by pa- 
triotism. Aware that the fete of their 
country depended on Zenobia and her pos- 
terity, they formed an impenetrable wall 
around us, and until I freed myself by force, 
scarcely had I liberty to raise my arm. 

But on our return to Palmyra, my fa- 
ther, thou sawest the consequences of the 
queen's supposed heroism. — I did, arid 
with grief — Zenobia was equally afflicted. 
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The Amazonian contagion had spread 
through every rank in female life^ and is 
not yet wholly suppressed ; the firm step* 
nay, march, the intrepid look, the loud 
yoke, the military attire are still to be 
seen ; and in proportion that the women 
seemed to have changed their nature, the 
men bad grown nerveless and effeminate. 
6 Strange/ said I to Zenobia, when alone, 
' that what I admire in thee displeases 
me in every other woman. 9 — ' Because/ 
she replied, ' tbou art as yet blinded by 
partiality ; that gone, and thou wilt be 
in a tenfold measure displeased with me. 
For my own sake and that of our sub- 
jects, it is time to reform/— -And, Vic- 
toria, couldst thou have seen the change 
which in a few days Zenobia wrought— 
she hath since become a mother, and is 
no more the heroine ; she no longer ac- 
companies me either in the chase or war- 
like expeditions, that life hazarded for 
nae being now tenderly devoted to our 
children. 

He was silent, and long waited the 



284 ZEK0BIA, 

speech of Victoria : but on Victoria all 
the paternal mildness of Odenathus was 
lost ; she had yet to learn that only those 
interested in her future welfare would 
offer admonition, and now most ungra- 
ciously received that of the king. He 
read her thoughts, and aware that time 
and example could alone effect a change, 
he embraced her, saying, Come, my child, 
and let me present thee to Zenobia. 

Leading the way to the private gallery 
which connected their palaces, he en- 
tered the queen's apartments, and went 
silently forward. The glare of the sun 
was softened by curtains, and by this 
mild twilight they beheld, at the further 
end of the spacious room, Septimia, on 
whose lap reposed a sleeping child, an- 
other lay at her side, and at her fpet, on a 
low conch, sat Zenobia suckling her last- 
born son. 

Odenathns looked at Victoria, and in 
her countenance read — Is this the Ze- 
nobia I remember ere I quitted Palmyra 
for Emessa, who, half clad in armour, 
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mounted on an Arabian steed, daily fol- 
lowed her husband to the chase of the 
wild beast ? Gently drawing Victoria 
away, Odenathus led her to an anti- 
chamber, saying, At noon I will lead thee 
to her, and acknowledge thee as my 
daughter, when thou wilt be received 
by her as sister-sovereign ; . but at this 
hour I alone have liberty to enter here : 
thus hath she long fulfilled every ma- 
ternal duty more faithfully than can the 
humblest mother in Palmyra. Thou wilt 
strive to equal her, my child, wilt thou 
not for thy own sake — for mine, for the 
sake of my beloved Herodian, and that 
of thy future subjects ? 

Victoria was overcome. Equal her, 
she said, I cannot, but I will strive to 
imitate — no sister- sovereign, but her ser- 
vant ever — not so much thy daughter as 
one of thy adoring people. 
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I like it not, repeated Zabdas, and 
thou hast done well to inform me. They 
have gold> and refuse to say by what 
means obtained — by whom given! Go, 
Terentius, and bring them hither. — 
Twelve soldiers were a few minutes after 
brought before Zabdas ; but promises 
and threats were alike unavailing. They 
broke into open mutiny, and persisted in 
declaring that the gold found concealed 
in their garments was part of the spoils 
taken on the field of battle. Zabdas 
could not prove te the contrary, and Con- 
scious- that no one could be confined, 
much less imprisoned or punished before 
conviction, having made the soldiers give 
up the gold with a promise that it should 
be restored if the king thus commanded, 
he suffered them to depart, and then has- 
tened to the, palace. 

We know not, my lord, continued 
Zabdas, how far treason may have spread, 
and though only twelve have as yet been 
discovered, many cohorts and legions, 
nay, the whole army itself, bribed by a 



\ 
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foreign enemy, may in heart be regicides* 
There is the gold, thy own image made 
the reward of treachery 1 

Oderiathus, without hesitation, de- 
sired Zabdas to place those twelve men 
on guard at the gate of Vespasian, and 
conceal what he knew from every human 
being. Zabdias, accustomed to obey the 
king regardless of his motives, complied, 
and satisfied that he had done his duty, 
devoted himself for the remainder of the 
day, to relaxation and domestic arrange- 
ments* 

That night — the post at which these 
twelve men were placed, was one of the 
most important in the city, being unde- 
fended by the natural barriers of moun- 
tains. They were seated round the 
hearth, on which blazed a cheerful fire, 
when, a gentle knock at the door of the 
guard -room caused general alarm and 
terror— -(ere they turned traitors, thunders 
could not have appalled them.) On open- 
ing the door, a man entered*— it was Ode- 
nathus. 
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Ye are amazed/ my friends, bat be 
not offended. I did not doubt your vigi- 
lance, or seek to surprise any sleeping 4*n 
bis. post,* for when -I placed you. bete, I 
well knew to whom I confided it, aware 
that strength, courage, and; fidelity were 
indispensable qualities, and from twenty 
legions, was it possible, to select men of 
more approved valour or patriotism ? 
moreover, we are all personally ac- 
quainted ; not one here bat has taken in 
turn to guard my tent in time of war, my 
bouse in time in peace, and many Qf you 
have received on your shields the wea- 
pons designed for me. Think not, there- 
fore, I come to watch that ye perform 
well your duty ; I come not to watch, 
but to sleep. 

He advanced, and drawing forward a 
seat, placed himself among them at the 
fire. Since sun-set, continued he, stirring 
the embers, and chafing his hands — since 
sun-set, I have been upon these south 
ramparts, devising new alterations ; it is 
too late now to return to the palace, and 
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if pleasing to yon, my fellow ^dldiers, 
romt take np my abode her©, in your 
gnard-rootn, niitil morning. No alarm 
wBl arise. on ray account at the palace, 
for they, as you,wdll know ihfe is myfre- 
quent custom, to 4leep where night sur- 
prises me; from tbelkmdriess of the host 
in every house of Palmyra, 1 find a home. 
Come, my friends, add faggots and the 
cones of &e fir-tree to your fire, and 
make *tibia«e more cheerfully, for I feel 
cdld tfna-cWlled ; and bring me food— 
tio sdldier t*f mine, I trust, but bath meat, 
and bread, end wine at command, and 
something over for an intruding guest 
like me; bring me*of all, and I rest here 
until morning. 

J 0h, Odenathtrs, whati& soul was thine! 
were such permitted to live for ever in 
the fleah, "how soon would this our earth 
become a 'heaven! The traitors looked 
upon ea^h other ; one, retired into dark- 
ness with cfencbed'iiand smote his breast, 
another dasbed' from his thetk the scald- 
ing tear, a-few went to the window which 

vol. i. o 
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overlooked a deep moat, and threw down 
therein that they had violently torn from 
their garments, whilst others ran to and fro 
in eager confusion, fringing in wood and 
provisions ; they then stripped off their 
upper raiment, and collecting their cloaks, 
laid them in a fceap,. and formed a bed 
for Odenathns. 

He, without looking, saw all — with* 
put speakipg, sfejt all; engaged in un- 
J)u<?kling his sword, and unclasping his 
mantl?, he took no further notice of any 
present, until seeing his bed prepared, he 
/stretched himself thereon before the fire. 
Thanks, fellow soldiers ; this is softer 
.than the plains of Thrace, where you 
-and I have slept on beds of snow, and 
"fields of burning sand. — Here, my lord, 
r said they, is wine, and barley cakes, and 
,the *»ld flesh of . a buck* — Venison! 
dainty fare for a soldier! not usual, I 
trust, for timid is the man whose constant 
food i» deer.— These, my lord, replied 
they, are the remains of one of the many 
r thou sentest thy troops but yesterday, to 
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celebrate the birth of thy seconfd son.—' 
Yon have not brought me salt, added he, 
gaily; bring me salt, or I shall mistake 
you for enemies. And now be seated, 
every man, around me ; you have all 
supped, it is true, but soldiers should be 
ever equally prepared to feast and fight ; 
yon have all fought by my side— now 
pledge me in wine. Nay, heap not thus 
the fire, or we shall endanger the city, 
»nd to-morrow be punished by the ma- 
gistrates. 

He fed and drank, but their attempt 
to feed or pledge him was vain; not 
a cheek but burned with emotion— few 
eyes but were dimmed by the tear of re- 
morse, of love, and admiration. The; 
could not be deceived ; they saw he knew 
what passed in their hearts, and thus 
convinced, thus situated, how great the 
mental suffering of each!— Permit me 
now, he said, to rest; but be mindful 
that you awake me at sun-rise: let no 
one slumber, lest I be awakened by a sa- 
trap— -then would our general, Zabdas, 
02 



rarely behead me for sleeping on my 
post. 

Although hfe chefcrf alftess was feigned* 
bis dreariness was not, for he had risen at 
bfeak of day, and aadl now, had Hot 
beten finder shelter ; varibtis exertions in 
the open ait had brought bti heaviness 
and -oppression, and scarcely had he re- 
elided on the bed, when his eyes closed, 
and 'he fell into a profound sleep. 

All night be slept, and all flight they 
watched ; towards morn, raising their 
*yes to heaven, and invoking the gods to 
bear witness of their t>atb, tltey joined 
hands orer his deeding hlead, and with 
awfill, yet ifftpadioited solemnity, swore 
to dfe in torments rather than lift a hand 
against him. 

The night passed a*tey, dawn ap- 
peared, the sun ttftfcse, and Odenathus 
was awakened. He raised himself on 
4>ne elbow > and looked stedfastly at the 
soldiers t Jhn I itodted alive ? he said. 
These Wbtds, that look, pierced 6very 
bosotn, arid in Sil6nce, all fell prasfrate 
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tp the 4art.l1. He fose, and reached 
4o*?ft fci* sWor4 wd mantle, and taking 
iron* tbe latte* a silken purse, opened it, 
and showered gold upon tbe floor* Thus, 
said he, in a low and solemn voice, the 
price of blood is on yonr heads-— on the 
heads of intended regicides : henceforth 
not soldiers, bat citizens. Return to the 
several trades yon followed ere yon em- 
braced that of arms ; be faithful, indus- 
trious, and loyal to yonr king and your 
nation for the three ensuing years, and 
thus win back that sword now by treason 
most justly forfeited. 

The evening of the next day, Meonius 
was no longer to be found in Palmyra ; 
accompanied by six of his household, he 
fled none knew whither. His flight dis- 
covered all to Odenathns, and the cri- 
minal intentions of the soldiers faded to 
innocence when compared to those of his 
nephew. Resolved to abide the conse- 
quences as to his personal safety, no ac- 
cusation was brought against the soldiers. 
o3 
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Odenathus falsely indulgent, placed the 
design of Meonias to the sudden frenzy 
. of disappointed love, and his design and 
name were speedily forgotten. 
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The youthful Herodian and the lovely 
Victoria, are unconscious that a year hath 
gone by since they plighted mutual fide- 
lity ; Herodian, the gay, the careless, 
ever ready to please and be pleased, 
hath become the slave of his wife, and 
o 4 
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hourly studying to indulge her wishes, he 
is not sensible, that he hazards thereby 
the respect of his people— -for the wishes of 
Victoria are often governed by caprice and 
extravagance, and notwithstanding the 
advice and authority of Odenathus, the 
ruling passion of her nature daily gathers 
strength. 

The anniversary of their union was 
appointed to be held a day of rejoicing 
through the empire, and at Palmyra vi- 
rions festivals weTe ordained in comme- 
moration thereof, but though Herodian 
appeared to take pleasure in the prepara- 
tions for all; Victoria slighted all for one. 
The spacious valley, where the mountains 
separating, disclose the city to view, is 
the spot proposed, and under the direction 
of Victorinus ^nd Caleb, every festive ar- 
Tftngement bath been made. Sun-rise 
was the signal for opening the city gjufies, 
and sun-rise was also the signal for the 
shepherds and herdsmen to lead their 
charge to distant pastures : —the gates 
open, and the shepherds forget their 
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flocks in eager attention to what passes 
below:— they stop on the brow of the 
hill and watch the valley — a body of 
horse appear, accompanied by music and 
glittering flags 5 crowds of joyfhl citizens 
follow* and then a troop of amazons are 
^een: their helmets are of polished sil* 
Yer, their military vests sparkle with 
gems, and all are uniformly armed with a 
bow and quiver filled with arrows. 

The shepherds are amazed to see so 
great a concourse of youth and beauty, 
and descend the better to witness a new 
and pleasing sight: the band of amafcon* 
headed by Victoria file to the right, th art 
of youths commanded by Herodian, 
pass to the left, and the opening of the 
hills is filled with milkia under VictorinuS, 
in admirable array, whilst the sides are 
covered even to their summit with joyful 
citizens, tmarmed soldiers, shepherds, 
flocks, herds, banners, traphifes and nhisic, 
—the city gates being left open, the 
streets seen through them appear wholty 
deserted. 

o5 



2£8 ZENOBIA, 

Warlike sports begin, wherein skill, 
dexterity, and grace, are excellently 
blended ; various military evolutions fol- 
low ; that of the labyrinth succeeds, and 
when the snn-beara touches the pin- 
nacle of the Temple of Apollo, a pole is 
erected in the centre of the valley,, to 
which is fastened a target ; again the 
youths and amazons retreat to the foot 
of the hills, and the space between re- 
mains unoccupied :— all are silent, all 
are. motionless, all watch for the coming 
of Qdenathus and Zenobia, who are ex- 
pected to eontend for the prizes in 
archery. 

The people did not long remain in 
suspense, it soon ended- in wonder and 
disappointment; instead of their sove- 
reigns joining them mounted on gallant 
steeds, attended by Zabdas and his bril- 
liant-clad legions, they were seen walk- 
ing leisurely down the street, arm in 
arm, he cloathed in plain purple, his 
bead uncovered, unadorned — Zenobia 
robed in white, and from hea4 to foot 
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wrapped in a thin transparent veil, which 
thrown from her face, hung in graceful 
folds upon her arm, and as the wind 
swelled and waved those folds, they dniig 
Tpund Odenathus, as delighting to shew 
husband and wife thus united: they 
passed the gateway and seated themselves 
on a bank of grass near tb* entrance. 

Their arrival had been fixed by Vic- 
torinns as the signal to begin, and be 
instantly shot an arrow in the air ; but 
vain his attempts to restore either the 
festive look or the joyful spirit, which, 
until now, had filled every bosom. Sur- 
prised, mortified, abashed, and offended 
they looked at Victoria: who, person- 
ally called upon by Caleb, advanced her 
steed to the centre of the valley; she 
drew an arrow from her quiver and fixed 
it, the arrow fell above a hundred paces 
distant, and the target remained un- 
^pierced. Every female rode forward in 
succession, each shot an arrow, but as 
if in compliment to Victoria, not an 
arrow touched the target; yet, on. the 
06 
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preceding day, wben practising, not one 
had missed the mark*. ; 

Being assisted to dismount, they fol- 
lowed Victoria ta where sat Odenatbus 
and Zenobia, who were to adjudge the 
prizes, these were placed in large hra«ai 
baskets at their feel 1 , hut who could claim 
them ?— -Truly, said Zenobia, as yon hate 
all been equally skilful, you . must be 
equally rewarded— behold the prizes and 
share alike. Instead of coursers' trap- 
pings, golden arrows, and silver targets, 
as they were led to expect, thiy taw 
shuttle*, distaffs, white and stained wool, 
cotton, female ornaments, veils, scarfs, 
and materials for every sort of work, 
implements for painting, and instruments 
of music. 

To prevent the accusation of par- 
tiality, continued Zenobia, ye should 
fold a bandage over my eyes, that im- 
partial as Fortune I may distribute my 
gifts ; but lest I err, and placaa distaff in 
the hand of a general, or throw a veil 
over the head of a judge, pray ye 
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separate :; let the gallant youths arrange 
themselves on the die of the king, and 
the bashful females on mine : not a fe- 
male stirred, when the young men, with 
conscious archness, gliding away, left 
them standing before Zenobia. 

Victoria slowly lifted np her hand, 
and took off her helmet, the rest followed 
her example— and thus released and dis- 
played, their flowing ringlets or braided 
hair, restored to all a truly feminine 
aspect-^their shining edgeless scymitfurs, 
their quivers and their bows stole softly 
to the ground— tbeir sparkling vests now 
scarcely appeared military, and their 
flowing lower garments, white as drifted 
snow, concealed the shining spur and 
jewelled buskin. 

Zenobia, with the pleased look of 
congratulation on this desired change, 
drew Victoria to bar, in an affectionate 
embrace, and placed her between Ode- 
- nathns and herself, on their rural throne : 
thus, assisted by the king, they distributed 
4he prizes ; and thus was softness and 
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decorum restored, and the amazonian 
character wholly abolished, never again 
. to appear among the female population of 
Palmyra : those most forward among the 
men, to flatter their weakness, were now 
observed to be the first in glorying in the 
'reform. 

As they were leaving the valley to 
return to the city, the attention of Ode- 
nathus was suddenly attracted by the 
sight of a countenance which, though he 
had seen but once before, he immediately 
recognized : placing his hand on the 
shoulder of Orodes, he silently pointed it 
out to him.— When Orodes, in amaze* 
ment exclaimed, Can it be possible ! Har- 
.madrian, thy governor at Arethnsa! — 
The same, said Odenathus, bring him 
hither. — Odenathus, resembling the mas* 
ter wheel in a wonderous machine of art, 
by suddenly stopping, caused a general 
halt ; and, as customary, every eye 
watched his motions, every ear strove to 
hear his words, or not hearing them, the 
jbye-stander enquired the purport of his 



GtlJEEN OF PALMYRA. 303 

neighbour, and thus was famished with 
subject of debate many days. 

Orodes approached, leading Harma- 
drian, who smiled with exultation, at be- 
ing thus distinguished by royalty from 
among thousands ; he did homage to the 
.king and Zenobia ; he raised the band of 
.Elkanah to his forehead, but looked over 
the head of Valerius, his predecessor, 
who stood on the left of Odenathus.— 
Welcome, governor of Arethusa, said the 
king, for I would willingly not notice on 
this day of festivity, the irregularity of 
thy appearance here ; but, in future, take 
heed, that no man leaves his government 
unless recalled, or obtains permission to 
absent himself for a time— so great the 
confidence I repose in thee, that for the 
last year I have not visited Arethusa ; 
thou art come in happy time to inform 
me all I wish to know: — what is the 
present population of that place ? — The 
census has not been taken, my lord, said 
Harmadrian, but on my return it shall 
be done.— Have any buildings been added 
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under thy government ? What is the erf- 
tent of the city at this time? — When 1 
go back I will inform myself, my lord, 
and without delay. — And are its edifices 
in good repair : the temples, churches, 
synagogues, aqueducts, bridges* hippo- 
4hrome, amphitheatre ?«— There is an am- 
phitheatre there, or I was misinformed. 
— I was also misinformed greatly, re- 
specting the buildings of Arethusa ; but 
of late I have been so earnestly engaged 
in commercial concerns, — And what is 
its principal branch of commerce — what 
doth the town chiefly trade in?— Com- 
modities of every kind, my lord ; artifi- 
cial and natpral.— And the soil, of what 
is it composed, of chalk or sand, stone or 
fine loose mould as at Balbec ?— I have 
not yet been able to discover which, my 
lord, bat at the nqw moon I expect a de- 
putation of husbandmen, and they will 
instruct me in these things.— Is not the 
river between us and you, or are yon east 
of the river ? — What river, my lord ?— 
The Orontes, but the name of a river is 



\ 
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immaterial. And who are thy neigh- 
bours ; 1 t*t*st they do not moles* thee ? 
— «Ne, my lord; very extensive gardeto 
divide their mabstoa* from niine. . 

Qdena&toa paused, bis face became 
pale* and all wbo> saw what passed within 
him, tiemUed at the coming storm.— 
When a sopeteiga, said O codes, qaestaau 
the governor eC a province concerning 
his neighbours, he alludes to distinct 
territories— supposing Tripolis or Belnm 
— are those citie* fer beyond thy juris- 
diction ? 

Tnriy, said Httrradmn, I have for 
the last six months^ beeta so variously 
etsployad— 90 gveatly interested in the 
events passing around ; the affairs at this 
instant going forward at Rome— how 
many sleepless nights have, they caused 
met certain that the fate of Syria depends 
on Rome; I came hither, it is time, to see 
the festivities, but since I am come, let 
me make known what hath of fete ap- 
peared highly politic and important to the 
interests of Damascus.— — 

He stopped to cast a look at Ode* 
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•uathus, and in that look read his fate.— 
The thunder of Odenathus' voice, resem* 
hied that which in the field of battle 
strnck dread and hoiror through the Per- 
sian host.— Henceforth, said he, abide in 
Palmyra, the nnder-keeper of the public 
prison, and if not diligent in that* sta- 
tion twelve months successively, enter 
its doors for life.— ^-Valerius, return to 
Arethusa. 



And where, at this artful, period is 
Meonins? Wandering through the de- 
serts of Arabia, fled over seas to distant 
islands ?-— would he were.— Then were 
this period not awfnl, but most blessed. — 
At this calm and peaceful hour, Meonius 
is concealed in the private cabinet of 
Odenathus: there enlightened only by 
the moon, he hath long waited his uncle's 
return; beguiling, yet lengthening time, 
.by watching the sand of an hour-glass 
which stands on the table near him. — 
How slowly runs the sand, said he, and 
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shook the glass — then again watched 
silently, and once more impatiently seized 
it, again to shake, when the door sud- 
denly opening— the glass felL from his 
hand : it was shivered into fragments, 
and the sand lay spilled at the feet of 
Odenathus.* 

I received thy letter, said the king, 
raising his nephew from* the ground, and 
believe thy repentance sincere : the world 
may censure me, but I must forgive thee 
—the light of the moon fell upon the 
face of Meonius, and Odenathus struck 
with the resemblance he bore at that in- 
stant to his mother, his own beloved 
regretted sister, pressed him in his arms. 
-— They were then seated. 

The twelve soldiers, continued Ode- 
nathus — nay, ere I finally pardon, I must 
wound : now, no longer soldiers, but un- 
armed citizens, have, since that period> 
been examples of every social virtue, and 
never have I had cause to regret not 
delivering them over to death— they and 
I, alone, know the reason of. their laying 
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down their arm&> eveft Zenobia^knows k 
not.-— What tte>u bast doafr with the 
men of thy household who fled with 
theq, I am ignorant: hot the rmnonf 
ixmt through Palmyra, that disappointed 
in thy attempt to carry off by force Vic- 
toria from Herodian, thou in disgust 
Reddest thri rity> and to-morrow wjjt be 
welcomed back, as having *ega|ned thy 
re#aon, *nd cornered thy passion.— To- 
morrow, then Meoniua, m ftdl audience I 
will *ead thte with a. commission to fol- 
low Vata&tt to Arethusa, where business 
and absence will root out all ?emem- 
hrauce of Victoria : thy kinsimau'a wife 
and future queen. 

Daring the speech of Odsnatbus, Me- 
onius eat' half-bending to the ground, 
moving with the point of bis sword, the 
spilt sand, the better to conceal the emo- 
tions with which his bosom* heaved; — 
Gratitude to this excellent kinsman, un- 
extinguished love fof Victoria, undimi- 
nished contempt of Herodian, and fear 
of Zenobia, were joined to hope that his 
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meditated crime *ould ft* *V*r tetufittt 
eoncfcaled. — Thou hast br^feato my3ibtM> 
glW*> remarked Od^iatfhus ri^ng—*kp- 
pily I have Ibng sine* Tfertotatrted pa- 
ganism, v or this were ata ill omen. -—Faffe- 
well, dear nephew, here Yemaiti this night, 
unseen and tmdisturbed, 'c&topdfte thy 
mind and heart to rest, tthi to*mo*xcrt!r 
accompany gfe'td^be chase. 

Hhe morning eamfe, theiring Attcl hfo 
stoke assembled In the ootort of the palacfe, 
and Medfciae mounted on the horae given 
him by Herodian, joined his' uncle. &&e L 
nathtifc received him kirtdly, and there- 
3p6n, evei*y tfne present, Who but waited 
to see What wduld be the royal reeeptidh, 
crowded around him with respect and 
ftdfclatkft}. 

Ail Weft* todw prep&ted, >y& tell had 
lorig to Wait the coming of titerodian.— 
Odertathus, impatient at the delay, de* 
sifed Victerinus to go and hasten that 
fedn of idleness and pleasure; Victorinus 
flew to obey, but-retained -along.— Instead 
of hastening the prince, I had to rouse 
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^im ; $ nd hp qrill- not now leave the batb 
until infonpe*}, wheitjer we propose the 
chaseiof th% partridge or the wild beast : 
if the latter he will not accompany us. 
— - Set. forward, exclaimed Odenathns 
smiling, and they galloped to the out- 
skirts of the city, where they were joined 
by a numerous company of hunters — 
horns sounded, and they soon lost sight 
of Paljpyra.— Entering the dark shades 
of 41 wood, the toils were quickly spread, 
find; all prepared for the attack of the 
wild elephant,; 

. The, chace of the partridge! mused 
Meonios, and this ft Palmyra's future 
Iting, now only thus in name, then in 
truth* 4 king sopreine of all Syria.-^-Oh, 
worthy monarch ! whose limbs are 
scarcely acquainted with the weight of 
armour, who has been seen to put th* 
crown from his brow as heavy and op* 
pressive — whose only fatigue is suffering 
his slaves to change his raiment twelve 
times a day, each vesture, more superb 
than the last, and none wore twice — who 
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has laid aside the sword, the 8o6ptr4>.fend 
the p$n, tQ 611 Victoria's shuttle — Vic-? 
toria! I also would, have; done tbutf At 
her command ; but she Deter commanded 
me. — Women love in men valour and 
piety united, yet Victoria to be thus de«* 
generate, and prefer Herodian ! 

Thus refnai&ed Meonius behind, curb* 
iog his impkfiept steed, until roused by 
loud and, alarming cries.*-— An elephant, 
the largest, fiercest of its kind, had been 
driven frouiiit* retreat, and now stood 
before bun, menacing destruction to him- 
self and horse, when Odenathus rushed 
between theft. — Away, Meonius ! ex* 
claimed the king aloud, thy mind others- 
wise Qcctfpied, thou art unfit for the 
cbace. — Unfit for the cbace ! repeated 
Meonius, thrown off his guard, by mis- 
interpreting the kindness of his uncle, 
dost take me for an Herodian? to he 
protected; covered ?— And as he spoke, 
he darted violently against the horse of 
Odenathus, and launched his javelin full 
at the beast. 
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The fatmteb came tap, *nd enticing 
tbe animal from that spk, kept torn a 
little distance at bay. SEabdas, addressing 
Afeottfos, gently reminded him, shot in 
hunting, the honour of tfaowittg tlie -first 
weapon belonged to the kiug.— Meonius, 
for answer, threw another.— The row of 
the elephant ^ras trem ondo as, ygt such 
the power of Custom, nil present) regard- 
less of persons! safety, tamed tofodk'ttt 
hhn, Who had ihns twice dwed to 4t*b the 
king of hfc well-known privilege. 

Odeaathos, himself surprised end of- 
fended, yet soogbrt to pas* it over unno- 
ticed, as k thoughtless -and unpremedi- 
tated act, and prepared fafemetf to attack 
the beast; When, how great his amaze- 
tnent, to behold Meodtas calmly fit an 
arrow to his bow, and shoot at the ani- 
dntil.— Odenatbus returned his own wea- 
pon to the band that gave it-— fill around 
*tvas fury and indignation, and the ele- 
phant seamed to the hunters but an en- 
trapped deer.— Calmly addressing Zftb- 
das, the king pointed to Meonins, saying, 
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Dismount him, which order had been 
eagerly obeyed, had not Meonitis to pre- 
vent their executing it, furiously Jthrown 
himself off the horse — on whose neck he 
leaned, scowling defiance on all around. 

Let me, my lord, said Zabdas, take 
charge of him back to the city, and do 
not let thy pleasures be thus interrupted, 
by insolence and rebellion. Meonitis 
seized bis only remaining javelin, and 
aimed it at Zabdas, when the fear of the 
law wrested his arm, and he vented his 
rage on the wounded beast : four wounds 
bad the elephant received, and all from 
the hand of Meonius. 

What is the greatest indignity a Pal- 
snyrenian can suffer? demanded Odena- 
thns of his nephew. Thou wilt not an- 
swer, but, thou knowest it. — Take away 
the horse. The command was instantly 
obeyed, and the criminal stood degraded 
and dishonoured. The chase was over, 
the beast was left to be killed by the 
hunters, and Odenathus and "Zabdas rode 
slowly towards the city, the latter often: 
vol. i. r 
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looking back at Mefrcito , wbfc, snrr<»©<k4l 
by the Ring's friends and attendants, 
fceaded by Victorious, was compelled, to 
follow, though ha endeavoured to escape. 

A .private consultation w&s instantly 
h$k) beneath the roof of Qdeoafehns* and 
pot two of the tqany summoned, agreed 
ip th?ir advice with respect to the dis- 
posal of JSfepnius. Banish Uitn, said 
Zenobia, not from Palmyra alofce, bat the 
empire ; giv$ him the foftbtie to which a 
nephew of thine h entitled* and send him 
to Italy, where our allies will toever Jose 
sight of him, apd thi*s shall we be frqed 
from hourly discontent aftd. fdar.— Six 
months rigorous military q^qfinemejit in 
Acjri^n's tower, r^u^rked £qbdftp, ought 
tje of more effectual service.— I counsel 
kind and gentle remonstrances, said An- 
tiocbus.— Give him liberty* cried HerOr 
<dian.~Give him d^atb, muttered El- 
kanah. 

Odenathus arose : I have determined, 
he s^jd, and tjae consultation was at an 
end* The xieract d*y was a day of general 
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andknce, and beneath the sublime arid 
gknrieus dome wiere it was held,* there 
assembled nn usually early the different 
deputations from the people rthich filled 
.the spbce below : to tbe right were ar- 
ranged the heads of tbe army, the law, 
and $aob religion* older; and to the kft^ 
the different ambassadors from foreign 
powers, with such native Syrians as had 
filled the office of governor of towns and 
provinces, Xhe senators of Palmyra took 
their places' at the west end of the fcaft, 
and lit- the east a spacious flight of steps 
led to three dictiact thrones* On the 
right hand of Odenathrus sat Zentfbfa, 
and on: his left iforodioii; at tbcirfeet^ 
on- footstools, were seen die " three >my& 
children, Heueoriianus, Timolaas, aitdi 
Vaballathus, thus from their birth exr 
posed for a few moments, on the monthly 
day of audience, to tbe view of the 
people. 

. All were prepared to expect an into* 
resting ceremony, the natare of which 
was not generally known, when Victor 
p 2 
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rious entered at the head of a company 
of soldiers guarding Meonius, his sullen 
eyes fixed on the ground ; as he walked 
forward, he gathered the folds of his 
robe together, and with majestic calmness, 
threw them over his shoulder : never had 
the manly beauty of Meonius appeared 
to more advantage, for he now looked 
not the ferocious ' surly rebel, but a cap- 
tive monarch. 

Odenathus cast his eyes upon him 
with tender indulgence; "Nephew, he said, 
our dispute was public, I would wish our 
reconciliation to be the same: — approach. 
But Meonius stirred not. — Meonius ! ex* 
.claimed Herodian, extending his hand. — 
If thou dost persist in not yielding to the 
kings, said Zenobia, thou canst not. re- 
fuse to pay thy court to me. 

Herodian, conceiving himself justified 
by these words of the queen, rushed from 
the throne, and throwing his purple robe 
playfully around Meonius, forced him 
forward. They ascended a few steps, 
when pressed to proceed by the whis- 
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pering Herodian, How can I reach my 
uncle's throne, demanded he aloud, im- 
peded by these ? and he pointed to the 
children on the footstools* There wad 
an ambiguity in these words that did not 
pass unnoticed by Elkanah or Zenobia ; 
the penetration of the one, and the acute 
maternal feelings of the other, made 
them feel it. 

Thou canst reach thy hand thus 
over the heads of these pretty innocents, 
returned Herodian, without disturbing 
them.— True, replied Meonios, sarcas- 
tically ; I can thus over-reach.— We is thy 
sovereign, whispered Herodian ; where is 
tby knee ?— If I kneel thus situated, an- 
swered Meonius, it will seem not to my 
royal uncle, but to the babies of the 
queen. — Zenobia rose, and summoning 
her women who stood near the throne, by 
a sign, desired them to remove the in-: 
fants; they were borne away, and Ze- 
nobia followed. 

- Meonius then prostrated himself, 
which Odeuathus having suffered, raised 
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drirn, saying, Be the past ail forgotte** 
And how hasten, dear nephew, te Axch 
thnsa, with those dispatches I gave thee 
for Valerias, nor fjait that place until my 
Arrival, f shall be with thee in three days, 
and front thence we ^H proceed together 
to Lariesa, when no longer' a despond- 
irtg lover, ttoou wilt prove thyself to the 
world an expert statesman. Meonias, as 
tfnfon* were ptesebt except the king and 
H&roflian^ descended fbetn the throne^ 
$nd r tbra#ing his robe over the contrary 
shovlder, with lofty step ami head erect, 
quilted tt*e~.ha$h- Herodiaii, happy to 
•scape from basiiiass, offered to attend 
htm .partwf his journey,-r-the doors were 
eloeed, and Qdwtathu3 entered on jadabc 
Imsrinees. * - > . r • 

The ensuing niprw, the king, repair* 
ing to the room where his family was 
assembled, abruptly addressed Herocban r 
Wflt. thoq, my son, accompany me to 
Larissa? — Most willingly, wry father, re- 
plied the youth, starting up, when, feel* 
ing his hand pressed by Victoria, he 
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added, but I cannot go.— "Most willingly 
thou canst not go I repeated Odenathus* 
with more than usual cheerfulness, and 
stepping between Victoria and his son* 
he, with genttts force, parted their hands t 
thu9, for three days, I divorce you.*** 
Victoria, continued he, canst thou with 
truth assert, that Herodian did not spin 
and tfeave the robe he now wears ? 

Will thy st Ay at Larissa be long? 
diked Zenohia» Why go thither thyself? 
Cannot Valerius execute thy will at that 
place ?~ No, replied Odenathus ; his pre- 
sence is at this time essential at Arethusa, 
which went to confusion under the wise 
administration of Harmadriah»~- Thy de<- 
dflsioh in the choice of governors will be 
never again disputed, remarked Anti r 
ochus, advanesng.^Could not my father 
g&to Larissa, .instead of thee? enquired 
Zenobia.~And unwillingly be taken foot* 
the superinteodance of the triumphal 
arch now building in honour of thee ! — 
Zenobia pointed in silence to Elkanab, 
who was standing at a window, overlook* 

P4 
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ing one of the public squares. Odena~ 
thus shook his head, and stooping, re- 
plied, He is not universally approved of, 
and were he, men of our faith are unfit 
to manage even the civil concerns of 
those of other persuasions.— And what 
are these concerns that thus at this time 
call thee away? asked Zenobia. This ap- 
pears to me some sudden design not well 
reflected on : tell me, Odenathus, that 
if possible I may object to, and prevent 
it. — A few words will inform thee all, 
replied the king. I have discovered that 
ambition, more than love, is the cause of 
Meonios* unhappy turn of mind, and 
without delay, it is my fixed will to 
gratify that ambition, by putting him in 
possession of power and independence* 

Thou art resolved? asked Zenobia. 
Thou art, I see it ; then I say no more, 
but must again enquire, can no other than 
thyself execute thy will *— Victorinus, 
Zabdas, Orodes ? — No other shall de- 
prive me of the pleasure of executing it 
myself. — And how wilt thou go thither ? 
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—On horseback ; and there being no 
town between this and Germanica, we 
shall halt the first night at the tent of 
. one of the guardians of the desert. — And 
who accompanies thee ?— I ! exclaimed a 
voice ; they looked at him who spoke — 
it was Marcos Terentins, the captain of 
the guard that day iu the anti-chamber. 
— Nay, my friend, replied Odenathus, 
thou must not leave thy company. — I go 
with thee, said Terentins. — Here remain, 
returned the king, under the orders of 
Zabdas ; Balista and three soldiers only 
shall attend us. 

Terentius stepped forward ; Bis ap- 
pearance was menacing : May the gods, 
he cried — the solemn invocation was 
checked, and he more calmly . added, 
Though not pronounced, the gods, who 
know my thoughts, are witnesses of my 
oath. Since thon lettest fall the civic 
crown on my head, have I ever left thy 
side ? Is not my post the threshold of thy 
chamber? Did I ever leave thee in battle? 
When encamped, was . not thy feet my 
P5 
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pillow ? Wherever thou goest, I go ; at 
whatever plaee thou art stationed, I am 
stationed. I am thy shadow, and will 
toot leave thee.— Thou shalt not leave 
him, returned Zenobia; nay, Terentms, 
I commit thy king to thy care, and oh! 
bring him back iu safety ! 

- Odenathus, seating himself between 
Zenobia and Septimia, said, Thou must 
be chidden for this unusual timidity, at 
which I greatly marvel: What or who 
canst thou fear r\ Do I not thrice yearly 
take e circuit of the empire? and this 
will be but an absence of ten days. Su- 
perstition is most unworthy of thee, Ze- 
jiobia.— I condemn myself more than 
thou canst have the beast to do, she re- 
plied, for it is ever the sign of & weak 
and unstable mind: bwt, Qdenathns, 
should any danger befal thee — How 
many who have escaped in, a thousand 
Rattles, have fallen victims to the most 
trifling accident ! Thy gawd o£ life fe but 
balf vxm; should a rude baaui shake thy 
Hss--» " She paused, hwror^truck art 
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tbe effect of her words unconsciously 
spoken ; the pale face of Odenathus sank 
upon her shoulder. Who now is super* 
stitious? who now is wholly overcome by 
emotions not to be described ? 

Hast thou been in my cabinet ? b$ 
asked ; and when he saw wonder in her 
countenance, he fixed hi» eyes, upon the 
ground, again in imaginatipn beholding 
the wild and ghastly look of Meonius, 
the shivered glass, the spilt sand. 

Fearful that Zenobia would penetrat* 
the cause of the alarming change ip 
his* manner, apd ashamed of bis own 
weakness, he rose with alacrity, pro? 
raising to return within ten days.— And, 
beside Balista, said Zenobia, take witty 
thee a faithful guard. — He takes with 
him my company, exclaimed Terentius ; 
a hundred men. — Odenathus looked sm> 
prised* Which is king ? he asked. Thou, 
or thy private journies would not require 
a centurion's guard. I command thee to 
remain in Palmyra. — Chains and impri- 
sonment shall alone detain me, replied 
p6 
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Marcus ; thou mayest prevent my com- 
pany attending thy journey, but thon 
canst not me, by my civic crown privi- 
leged to go where I will. — Thy civic 
crown hath made thee mad, said Odena- 
thus, turning away. 

Blessed be the hour I saved the life 
of that man t cried Zenobia, as she 
watched him departing. — Thy weakness 
is most unpardonable, returned Odena- 
thus; yet, as he took and received a 
farewell embrace, his exceeded hers.— 
Stay, Odenathus, one moment more— 
but one; and she raised the covering 
from a couch beside her, where lay their 
sleeping infant boys. — Do not wake them, 
he said, and softly taking each alternately 
in his arms, he kissed and blessed them. 

Adieu, Andromache! he cried, and 
beckoned to Herodian. 

For the sake of these children, for 
mine, Odenathus, thou wilt be careful of 
thyself; thou wilt shun danger, heats, 
cold, the night air. — This to a hunter, a 
soldier, and from an Amazonian queen ? 
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— When an amazon, she replied, I was 
not a toother ; and, bat for this last born 
child, thou shotildst not go without me. 
— -Stilly as she spoke, she followed his 
steps, and when reached the anti-chamber 
found herself alone with him— Odena- 
tfaus ! next to God beloved, thou wilt soon 
return! — He clasped her to his throbbing 
bosom, he long held her to that bosom, 
they then parted} never more to meet. 



Be still ye winds of heaven ! Oh 
blow not thus wildly, or how may the 
voice of the distressed traveller be heard ? 
— grateful is the sound of a human voice 
to fellow travellers. — Rise, Q moon, to 
benefit the weary pilgrim and tired horse- 
man; how great the dangers thy light 
inay enable him to escape — the concealed 
robber, the larking Arab, the couching 
beast of prey, and the sunken pit ; the 
wilderness abounds with sueb. — Ye 
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guardians of the desert, haste and pat up 
the watch-lights, or the etorm approach- 
ing may, not suffer you. 
, Would it were morning, said one, but 
not a morning like the past : a red and 
inflamed sky, succeeded by one grey ex- 
panse of horror. — - Since sun-set, the 
jackalls have not ceased their yelp, nor 
the wolves their howl. — I have num- 
bered fourteen flocks of ostriches passing 
westward, and more than one drove of 
antelopes have taken refuge within our 
inclosure : would that a troop of pelicans 
with pouches well stored with wine came 
as often. — The storm is coming. — It is 
not the storm above our heads I fear, 
replied the other, but that beneath our 
feet; I trust our rock is part ef the 
firm, world, or- this night will tear it 
from its foundation. They lit their 
torches, and ascended .the winding steps 
on the outside of the Xvatohrtewer, and 
there fixed the burning . signals of safety. 
Oh, happy the wandering traveller who 
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shall discern them from afar, and by 
this, blessed guide, bend this way his 
bewildered steps \ 

Scarcely a night passes but the guar? 
dians of the desert are visited by such, 
who, as they cross the threshold of sgt 
eurity, eall down a blessing on the name 
of Odehathus, the projector of these 
watch-towers, which diverging from Pal* 
royra for leagues on every side, form a 
brilliant star.— Bat on this night, winds, 
lightning, thunder, and rising sands ap- 
pear conspiring to render all precaution 
fruitless— -happy the man who hath not 
yet quitted shelter.— «-Oh, if thou hast, 
turn back, nor desperately strive this 
night to reach tby destination ; turn 
back, or the tigear will not even leave thee 
a grave of sand. 

Having fixed and secured their torches, 
the men descended, and as they looked 
up to see that all was safe, a distant cry 
struck upon their ear: it is one of the 
pelican* we invoked, said they, bet on 
hearing it ag*M*>* tbey answered by loud 
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shouts, and snatching their torches from 
the table of clay in which they were 
stack, hastened forth — Make it known 
where thou art, cried one, that thy voice 
may direct us, for we cannot discern thee: 
they listened and heard a sound, but 
whether human or not could not distin- 
guish — guided, however, by it, they 
thrust forward their torches, if a wild 
beast to scare it away, and walked on 
groping, until the foremost seized an out- 
stretched hand. 

I have thee, said he, and thine is not 
the hand of a lynx, and now walk boldly 
on ; there are no pits between this spot 
and us ; all is level ground to the foot of 
our rock; a bridle on thy arm, and a 
horse following ! hast thou been robbed r 
cold and wet and trembling; but come 
we will soon cheer thee. — When they 
regained the rock and entered their 
solitary room, one of the men returned 
to place the horse under shelter and give 
him provender, whilst the other attended 
to their guest: having heaped faggots on 
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the fire, and set provisions on the table, 
he went down into a cave, cnt in the rock, 
to fetch wine, where he was soon joined 
by the first — here, said he, take him np 
this rib of buffaloe and camel powder, 
that and the half of the blue partridge we 
left, and a bowl of soar milk will make 
hira sleep :— he hath lost his speech, 
whispered the latter, 1 have put many 
questions, but could gain no answer — bis 
features are most ghastly and horrible, 
and methinks there is blood upon them ; 
would it were morning, that he and the 
storm might leave us ! 

They ascended from the cave to the 
room vyhere they had left the stranger 
add found it empty ; they ran to the tent 
at the foot of the rock, where they had 
placed the horse ; it was no longer there ; 
they shouted aloud, no answer was re- 
turned. Amazed and terrified they ran 
back to their room — Was it an appari- 
tion ? asked one — the spirit of the desert, 
the ghost of the tempest ? — A madman 
rather, replied his fellow, thus to rush ou 
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certain death, for he cfcnnot outlive the 
hurricane of this night. 
* And yet he didomliVe it — the hurri- 
cane came on, he saw it not, the light- 
ning killed the horse he rode, he missed 
him not; often did his feet stem Me; 
the treacherous ground often give way 
beneath him ; pits received him ; broken 
boughs foil upon his naked head ; a 
Hon ran by him dragging his strangled 
prey : to his lioness, and he passed the 
rocky den whete lay the dam and whelps ; 
he ; left the Arab fire of hospitality, 
and walked on unconscious of all : when 
Writing b Tdcfc across his path, he did 
not skirt the foot thereof, but clambered 
over it, assisted by one hand alone $ his 
right arm being wrapped closely in his 
mantle; his belt containing gold and jewfels 
burst as he fore through a thicket of 
brambles, and gems and gold lay scat- 
tered on the sand. Many travellers pe- 
rished on this night of horrors, yet this 
traveller escaped every danger : as if 
storms and hurricanes bad been his pro* 
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per elements, this man survived ali peril, 
wholly unconscious be had met with any. 

i$y d*wn he had reached Jhe brink of 
a river, when, neither looking to the 
right: mt to the left, he walked into, it, 
ttttd only when otit of his depth, instinct 
appeased to direct him to swim ; he had 
crossed it, .and amended the hank to con- 
tinue his wild and trackless career, when 
stopped by ttoo t&Umbte who had long 
been watdbifcg bito.-*-What, and who 
art thou ? they asked, and why have 
swam ther rlVer when eliose at thy right 
was a bridge; thou art sileat, then age 
there those at hand who will compel 
thee; to apeak: aa»<i they homed hiiu for* 
ward to the gate of a city where w$a 
assembled a concourse of people, to 
whom the centinelsi delivered hka, stating 
their belief that he was a spy. 

All crowded around the straugep, noi) 
an instant besitated.f-4-It is J exclaimed 
they, it is himself ! Meonius, the nephew, 
of Odenathus our king ! The chief. ma-» 
gistrate advanced, To see thee thus, my 
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lord, alone and unattended, is most mar* 
vellous ; neither did we expect thee thus 
soon, and T should almost doubt . thou 
wert Meonius, had not I, as well as hun- 
dreds here, often seen thee in Palmyra — 
Receive, then that welcome which be- 
comes us to give, thou to receive—^ wel- 
come to Larissa, Meonius, Prince of An- 
tiochenia, for such, as doubtless thou 
well knowest is thy new title ; four days 
since, thy kinsmen Odenathus and He- 
rodian left us for Arethusa ; a few hours 
only could they bless us with their pre- 
sence, and in those few hours raised U9 
from a small dependent province to a 
free and happy principality, of which 
thou art the head. 

The secretary of the senate next ad* 
vanced, saying, here is thy charter, my 
lord, and he read— To our beloved kins- 
man Celsus Meonius life and happiness ; 
having concluded the roll, he added, thus 
is secured to thee and thy heirs, the do- 
minion of a rich, a flourishing and happy 
territory, and to us the nephew of our 



V 
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excellent king. — Welcome, Meonius 
prince of Antiochenia, whose crown arid 
purple is already prepared, welcome, in 
the name of Odenathus and Herodian ! 

Speak on thou worthy citizens of 
Larissa, speak on/ bat never look for a 
reply — for never shall the sound of the 
voice of him you address be 'again heard. 
Meonius pointed to a fountain within the 
porch gate, his wishes were understood, 
and he was led thither — he sat down, his 
head drooping on the shoulder of him by 
whom he w&s supported, again he raised 
it, and leaning back rested it against one 
of the marble figures, representing Mer- 
cury, which adorned the fountain : him* 
self as cold, as pale, as beautifal.— He 
faints, they cried, and ran to fetph a vase, 
they raised water to his lips^ but he put 
it away with his hand : the female who 
held it, placing the Vessel on the ground, 
knelt, watching his suffering countenance, 
when all around, now truly alarmed, be- 
gan to fear he had been attacked and 
wounded by the robbers of the desert. 
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The treasurer of the Tefflpla df J«* 
pifcernow approached, bearing 4he diadem 
and pnorpk ; the latter was thrown gently 
across his left shoulder, the crown was 
placed on a cushion at bis feet, a** the 
^barter n^rfclted and beWheforebtm, in 
*rkidh the secretary with officious plea- 
sure, pointed out the names of Gdfenatfens 
and Herod i an. 

Once more tk eyes of Meonius 
opened^ and that look, whaeh at once 
took in the charter, the crown, and the 
names of his kinsmen' was his last ; his 
Hps for the first time were unclosed, a 
deep groan of suffering and anguish -was 
beard, and a stream- of blood gushed 
from his mouth :— he 4rew his* right arm 
from beneath bis mantle, as if to use 
that hand, but scarcely a haad remained, 
all to the elbow appealed one ghastly 
wdnnd — he slowly lifted- \Jpl1i9 left, the 
purple tbey had throwti o*er bitti con^ 
cealedhis design, and ere the stU'roumKng 
spectators were aware that a blow was 
meditated, the blow was struck ! before the 
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ejfesf of all, yet oat *p eye tvifressed the 
died, Meonijas <]n^e.;hi&:,:dagger deep 
into his heert-rlVftewifis 'is m> mars, bat 
as yet his body is entire, except $Ugt 
tafcgne which hined tb^rourdetfffkt&cept 
that band, which the right h^fors jtfaftgwl 
the same, dtggW tbrtfqgh th# heftt of 
Odeiiatbus* 

Three momenta more* and »ot a li^vb 

>of Meonius but is separated, fi-otf* the 

trwok ; cut, mangled* thwWu *> &9.4qgq» 

iwd the vultures of the Mtr-JTk*. tter©**- 

stinck inhabitants of Lttrisst, b^X WW 

the fatal stroke, when their attentip.H was 

icftUed off to the gateway. r—Wke the 

wares of a mging sea, twelve borsftjtyRi 

sword in baud, headed by one of cfcftad&l 

.wrath* ru&hed kite the city, and 3pr^pg 

to the fountain where lay the body *jf 

M^QUms-r-they knew not, they regarded 

not whithttt he weife dead or Hving-rrHat 

a sword Wt stink deep in his quivering 

fle$h — dragged from the bench, dashed tp 

the earth, trampled' beneath the hoifees' 

feet— his severed limba hurled into, the 
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air, fell in bleeding fragments, and his 
blood mingling with the waters of the 
fountain flowed through the streets of 
Larissa? 

Enquire not, speak not, cried Zabdas, 
with the stern authority of an avenging 
angel — bdt all who will follow us, and 
turning, he galloped back through, the 
gateway attended by the twelve soldiers. 
-— Sdkliers once again, for these are the 
repentant twelve, who joining hands over 
the sleeping bead of Odenathus, swore to 
defend or revefnge him. 

Larissa was nearly emptied of its ci- 
tizens, alhwho had horses, mounted and 
followed Zabdas, while those on foot 
speedily pursued. — On the other side the 
Orontes, they were joined by Valerius, 
Batista, Orodes, and several troop of 
horse from Arethusa, and all uniting, 
formed a powerful body ; which, beiog 
again divided into separate companies, 
took different roads to continue the mourn- 
ful search.— Those on foot penetrated 
into places where the horse could not 
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come, whilst the horse ftiriemly scoured 
the country around ; every pit, every 
thicket, and crevice of the rock feet ween 
Larissa and Aretbnsa was e&nmined, 
and Zabdas had expressed bis fear that 
the mardered bodies had been thrown 
into the river, when a load ebbtft was 
heard, and a general halt commanded ; 
they hastened to the man who beckoned, 
and who was standing at the entrance of 
a cluster of fir trees ekifthig a deep 
sandy pit, his eyes fixed on objects lying 
stretched at hk feet. 

AU gathered aroUnd the spot.— O ye 
gods ! declaimed Orodee, and knedifig, 
h# hid his face in hie hands. — Zaferfas, 
ffcUiflg to the earth, covered hie head 
with dust; tibe twelve men broke mto 
hitter lamentations, mingled with seff- 
a&QttW&ion, whilst the rest proceeded to 
eiftnii&e what w*a before them. Upper* 
raoe* toy a body, not at fii*t recognized, 
for bj$att> fafle* and arms, were miserably 
backed, the wrists wave severed, and the 
head deeply wounded; Zabdas was re* 
Vol. i. * a 
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ferred to, but ere he looked, in one word 
could decide wjio it was — It can be no 
other than Terentius, and laying his 
hand upon the stabbed bosom, Oh Mar- 
cus, I envy thee this death ! Having 
removed the body of Terentius, two 
others were disclosed to view, the son 
clasped in his father's arms, and so calm, 
so noble the pale features of Odenathus, 
so beauteous those of Herodian, they ap- 
peared as reposing in sleep, their faces, 
breasts, and limbs cemented by blood. 
Divide them not, said Valerius, and he 
dropped over both his. mantle; then, by 
his directions, the soldiers cut down 
boughs of trees, 'and' constructed a litter. 
The litter was scarcely completed, 
and the bodies laid thereon, than a party of 
horse returned with three men prisoners, 
whom they had found concealed among 
the neighbouring rocks; Caleb instantly 
recognized them for servants of Meotrius, 
they were dragged forward, and in the 
presence of all made a full confession. 
t Was the deed committed on this 

'. • * 
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spot ? asked Zabdas, or were -the bo- 
dies brought hither ?— Against yon tree, 
said one, stood the king, whose horse 
we /shot under him, die 'moment that 
Balista and his men had disappeared; 
Odenadras sent them onward to Are- 
tkusa to prepare his coming, and fol* 
lowed, accompanied only by his son 
arid Marcus, who, though he was also 
commanded to ride forward, refused. 
We, with our master Meonius, were 
seven ; Herodian, lingering behind on 
this spot to shoot an ostrich, was stabbed 
an easy prey, and died without a straggle, 
bat three of our number fell by the hand 
of Odenatbug, turning to see whether his 
son was safe, When Meonius drew his dag- 
ger, and with his left hand raised, (for Te- 
rentius had nearly stricken off his right,) 
approached behind his uncle. Odena- 
ihus no sooner beheld lying, where late 
it lay, the body of his son, than he ran, 
4nd fell, and took it in his arms. We 
all bear the marks of Torentius' sword, 
his last thrust wad at the open mouth of 
&2 
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Mtonitis, and I stood ancle deep in 
Marcos' blood ere these cowW cot the 
stneWs of his legs—he died in the act 
of covering the head of Odenathm with 
the tlmt of hid swim!*. 

And thou diest in the act of re- 
conntiog thy deeds, said a soldier* and 
with a blow of his sword laid him dead 
at his feet ; the other two were at the 
sane instant dispatched by die rest* and 
their headiest bodiee thrown into the 
sandy pit. 

Tho people of Lavissa adorned thither 
in sorrow and dospfttr* those of Arethosa 
trare conducted hack by the afflicted Va- 
lerius* and Zobdas^ Qrodes, and Batista 
took charge of the sacred raaaaan of 
Qdenafchtts and Herodmn to Palmyra. 



- Nay, Septimm, indulge not thus thy 
grandson, said Victoria, o* terily the 
qoeen and I will send thee and him to 




ftUEEN OF PALMYRA. 341 

Armenian Zaantha, there to be nurtured ; 
was Zenobia ever thus indulged, or thou 
indulgent ? — You may send lis to Zaantba, 
replied Septimia, but you cannot suppress 
nature, and nature herself teacbes an over- 
abundant fondness between beings where 
the disproportion of age is so widely 
different ; with mother and child all is 
new, progressive, but with grand-children 
we begin life again : and that same period 
of life, surpassing all others, so dear to 
the heart, is thus actually restored* Thou 
smilest, Victoria, scarcely can I convince 
myself at times that this child is not my 
daughter when at that age, and more than 
once have called him Zenobia ; may he 
live to instruct her in my present feelings! 
Victoria, throwing aside the book 
she had been reading, observed that Ode* 
nathus at parting had called them An- 
dromaches, but Andromache would not 
have been thus patient had her husband 
gone a ten days' journey : even from the 
walls she had him ever in her sight. 
Supposing then* said. Septimia, that ta 
<*3 
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learn patience thtra callest thyself Pene- 
lope, and come and assist me at this 
frame.— -Ta weave or to nnweave ? asked 
Victoria ; rising hastily she went to the 
windows* then returned, and htsng over 
Zenobia's frame, waHgpd to Sabtna and 
Mariam, who had the yonotger children 
on their laps, sported gaily, nay, wildly 
with the little innocents, and still restless 
and agitated, unable to settle to any se* 
rions employment, wandered into the gar* 
den. Shortly after she retarned with a 
collection v of flowers and Weeds, with 
which, having broken three porcelain 
vases, deranged several, and flooded the 
tables with water, she ornamented the 
remainder. Again she wteat to the win- 
dows, and after some time watching the 
eettrt belofrr, left the room in gloomy 
silence, and repaired to ber own apart* 
toents. 

Thou, Zeftobia, bast more fortitude 
tliata Victoria, remarked Septftnia* — 
Have I, my mother ? and raising ber 
pallid countenance and dejected eyes, 
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Softly quitted her work, and leaned back 
on the conch. — Are the baths prepared, 
aad changes of raiment, and refreshments 
ever held in readiftess for their aeturft ? 
asked Zenobta of her attendants.— 4-Je 
and watch that nothing may be wanting ; 
they obeyed.-— I felt none of this oppres- 
sion^ my mother, when he went to Ar- 
menia, to Egypt, to Greece. The op* 
pression I feel is not to be told thee.— * 
Sfeptimia made no reply, and Zenobia 
resumed her Work.-— Uninterrupted si- 
lence Followed for more than an horny— 
O God ! exclaimed Zenobia ; Septimia 
looked up affrighted ; my mother, do not 
be alarmed, do not blame me, bat I can 
no longer bear it, this h the eleventh day, 
speak to my father, summon Zabdas, let 
messengers be sent to meet them — they 
wight have returned ere this— never till 
now did Odenathus break his promise 
with toe, this conduct is most unkind, I 
know not what I fear, bat I fear all. 

Septimia fixed her eyes cm the eon- 
volwd features of Zenobia, she laid 
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down her implements of work, and still 
hatching her daughter, went towards 
the door to seek Antiochus ; hut had 
not reached it ere Antiochus entered. 
—Where is the queen r he cried, Zeno- 
bia rushed forward and fell in his arms ; 
he strained her to his bosom, and, for the 
first time, wept over her. — Are they re- 
turned? she cried, where, oh where is he? 
Thou dost not answer me ; thou dost not 
speak ; tears ! Oh, my father ! where is 
Odenathus ? — She paused, .she looked 
stedfastly in his face, and wildly re- 
pulsing him, would have rushed from the 
apartment, when he forcibly detained 
her ; holding her thus with one hand, he 
pointed with ttfe other to the eldest boy, 
saying, There is now our king. — Alas! 
force was no longer necessary to detain 
Zenobia : he resigned her senseless form 
to the care of his wife, and hastened to 
the house of Elkanah, where were already 
assembled the nobles of Palmyra. 

Is it universally known ? asked Anti- 
ochus entering, — No;, replied Elkanah, 
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ftor is it necessary, for it must be gra* 
dually told to the people ; my advice is, 
bM to let the bodies fat brought in until 
night.— Thy advice, said Caleb, comes 
too late : heboid ! and be pointed down 
tbe street to a concourse hastening to 
meet tbe procession of denth.**~Haffk ! 
Oh, if the black spirit of Meouius could 
bear that shriek 1 ware be but alive to 
witness this sight ! Ye gracious heavens 
what, what shall be done to calm their 
minds ? 

Bat one lope remains, said Ami- 
eebt»$, let them be told) that tbe queen is 
as yet not wholly informed of tbe troth; 
and that her life, as I fear it doth, de- 
pends on bee hearing the cm;m*sfemces, 
after long and due preparation. This 
counsel was adopted, and the senators 
qnitting tbe house, spread themselves 
through every part of tbe city. Tbe de- 
creasing tempest having spent itself, dies 
away in murmuring braeaes, so were 
kindled shrieks and exclamations; bat 
t bough the streets were the same bene 



346 ZENOBIA/ . 

cleared, every habitation was filled with 
prostrate, fainting, or weeping mourners. 
• Three days were for ever. lost in the 
memory of Zeiiobia, and for three days, 
Doth she yet live? was the honrly enquiry 
throughout Palmyra. When able to 
leave the couch of sickness and of. sor- 
row, she suffered herself to be conducted 
between Antiochus and Septimia to. the 
hall of audience, wherb so lately Odena- 
thns, Herodiao, and herself had graced 
its thrones : the thrones were now empty, 
i)ut in the centre of the hall* on a plat- 
form, covered with black drap*rj?*^— 
Her wish was understood, and the dra- 
pery withdrawn. ! 

This third embalmed body is that of 
Ter^ntius the centurion, my child, said 
her father,' in the hope of turning the 
course of her passions, and his .hope suc- 
ceeded. Noble Marcus ! added Antiochus, 
he died defending his kings, and at their 
feet shall be interred. . AJesser grief sof- 
tened the heatf* which the moment before 
was; hardening with despair and frenzy; 
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not a tear was shed until she looked upon 
Terentins, and then a flood of tears em- 
balmed his wounded form ; from his her 
eyes wandered to the still lovely face 
of Herodian : but the next look ! — when 
she beheld the dead features— ©fLQdena- 
thus ! — in silent agf»^§life^&i& ^ sftV^elhe^s 
on his bosom. / ^ °' 

. 1^0 . -4- 
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